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AmilNISTRATIVE REPORT 


X ■ 


Dr. ilANS AX BE'THE, h723 East 36th Street, Seattle, 

Washington, advised first set VICTOR K, D. ROSS in 
December, 19ii3, when ROSS recommended to him as attorney, 

ROSS performed legal services for BETHE in connection 
witli house purchase, ROSS initiated social acQuaintajice— 
ship by inviting BETIIES to'his home, which invitation v/as 
returned by BETHE, hovrever, no close relationship developed*. 
BETHE stills i.iaintains friendly but not close relationship 
with ROSS* Claims ROSS>'opinions very close to Communist 
party line. In February, i9ii6, ROSS told BETHE that SAIlAilT 
was working for Bell Telephone Laboratories, N. Y. C,, and 
was very interested in studying physics, ROSS solicited 
BSTrlE help to enable SiOi’ANT to enter Cornell as graduate 
student, BETHE did not comiuit himself to any siponsorship, 
but agreed to talk Ydtli SAP^HT to' ascertain if qualified, 

BETHE first met SAR^RIT, May, 19h6, vfith ROSS re SAPJVNT's 
qualifications to enter graduate school, SAIUi2i± not 
qualified and vras so advised by BETHE, BETHE recommended 
SARANT study to further qualify himself before application 
could be considered, 3ETKE claims he told Head of Physics 
Department, Cornell, that he saw no reason to recommend 
S/iRANT and subsequently SAJlANT’s application refused, 

SARANT went to Ithaca, Nevir York, fall 19^6, which BETIiE 
considered strange because SARANT had no Job or assurance 
of acceptance at Cornell, In late fall of 19U6, Physics 
Laboratory, Cornell, began construction of synchrotron 
and because electrical engineers needed, 3/JlAMT applied 
for and received Job, BETHE claims synchrotron not 
confidential work and 3AMKT had no access to any confidential 
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DETAILS; 


data at Cornell, Only confidential informa tion at 
Cornell at time SAIiiNT there'was on BETHE^s P 

, which information main- 
tained in tiffo safes ii^n off ice at Cornell; 

3ETI-IE claims SAIlAilT close friend of j \ 

graduate student in nh-vs ics. Cor nell, who BETHE describes 
as "close to the left", | | described as close friend 

of a Profess or MORBIS OM of Physics Department, Cornell, 
and that botl and IfnPnTgnT'l -in T?Tinmnnrr-;Trp 

Party, Ithaca, hew fork, |_ 

January, 1950, had access to combination of a safe con- 
taining confidential information relating to BETHE‘s 

_[ BETHE denies close 

relationship vdth SARAI'IT, stating has not talked to 
SARANT for over one hour during entire time he has 
loiOTm him. Explains BETHE5 gave present to SARAi'i'T 
baby because of feejLLaeupf obligation for free legal 

service rendered by|_l and because of acqua intance- 

ship of BETHE's wife witii l who 

resided next door to SARAijTS. BETHE denies ever knovT- 
ing or contacting JULIUS ROSENBERG, ?OILIAH PERL, JOEL 
BARR, ilAX ELITCHER, IfORTON SOBELL or HA.RRI GOLD, Denies 
that any approach in any manner ever made to him on part 
of aiiy person to furnish information to an apparent 
espionage agent. Possibility that BETHE may have been 
target of Russian espionage and given to SARAi'JT' as an 
assignment in esjjionage ring presented to BETHE, and he 
stated that SARAilT did not pursue the development of hia 
friendshijj and BETHE never got impression that SAJiANT 
wanted technical data nor did SAPiANT ever ask for such, 
BETHE states his irapression of SMiMT is that SARAIJT 
is "leftist in his ideology", 

- RUC ~ 

AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

The fol lowing investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
^and the writer, 
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Dr, EAI'JS A. BETHE, ;_i4723/East 36thx Street, Seattle, Washington, 
jras intervievred on July 28, Ip^O, Dr, BETHE has been employed as a summer 
faculty member of the Physics Department, University of Washington at 
Seattle.' Dr, BETHE advised that he first met VICTOR K. D. ROSS in 
December, 19h5> when ROSS wa s recoramended to him as a.n attorney by a ]35 

fellow professor at Cornell,| |R0SS was engaged by BETHE b7C 

to perform legal services in connection wivn a purchase of a home in 
Ithaca, Dr, BETPIE states that ROSS did considerable legal work in 
connection v/ith this matter, BETHE s'bated that ROSS refused to accept 
a fee for his legal services in connection T/it}:i this house purchase ;and 
when asked why, ROSS stated that it would be necessary for him to charge 
Dr, BETHE approximately ^1,00,0,00 if he were adequately paid for his 
services, and he kneyr that Dr, BETHE did not desire to pay that large a 
fee. BETHE stated that it was his impression that ROSS desired his 
friendship and 'that this, may have been the major reason for refusing a 
fee, ROSS impressed BEHIE as being an individual vdio sought the friend¬ 
ship of college professors and may have desired BETHE's social acquaintanceship 
because of BEIHE’s jceputation as a nuclear physicist, 

ROSS initiated a social acquaintanceship with Dr, BETHE 
by inviting the BETIIES to his horae, Tirhich invitation vfas returned on 
one occasion by the BEHIESj however, no close social relationship developed* 
BETHE stated that ROSS since has draym up a yall for BETHE and performed 
legal service for BETHE’s wifp. ir) draw-iT -ig up a charter for a club to aid 
an Ithaca hospital in which is interested, BETHE stated that 

he still maintains a friendly, but definitely not a close relationship 
with ROSS, stating he has nothing in common with ROSS on which to base 
a close friendship, 3ETKE stated that he has paid ROSS for his legal 
service in connection with this ^Till <md charter, 

ROSS and BETHE, during the few times they met socially, 
had violent political disc\issions, according to BETHE, He stated that he 
and ROSS thoroughly disagreed on politics and the heated arguments he had 
with ROSS left BETHE with the impression that ROSS' opinions yrere very 
close 'to the Conmiunist Party line. He further stated it vras his 
impression that ROSS yvas politically naive, BETHE stated that he has no 
information to indicate that ROSS is a Communist Party member, but does 
Icncw that ROSS has been an active supporter of the Progressive Party, 
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In February, 19it6, ROSS told BETIIE about his son-in~la7ir, 

AT,F i ?.En SARAMT, who at that tine was T/orking for Bell Telephone Laboratories 
at New York City and who was very interested in studying physics. BETHE 
states that ROSS asked him, if he could help SARAiJT enter Cornell Univer¬ 
sity as a graduate student. BETHE claims he told ROSS that he vras not 
in a position to corrmit himself to sponsor anybody, but would be glad to 
talk to SARANT to ascertain if SAR/VNT were sufficiently qualified to 
enter the graduate school at Cornell, BETHE states that it was not his 
impression at the time that ROSS v/as attempting to push him into sponsor¬ 
ing SARA]\JT and that the discussion regarding ROSS* son-in-law was entirely 
normal and brought up during normal conversations. During approximately 
May, 1946 , BETHE first met SAJIAI'IT when SARAI'IT was brought to BEllIE's 
office at the University of Cornell by his father-in-law, ROSS. BETHE 
states that he talked with S/iRAITT at this time for a short tiiae concern¬ 
ing SiiLRivNT's qualifications, BETHE claimed that from his discussion with 
SARANT, it vms apparent that SARAIJT was not qualified to enter the 
graduate school in physics and that he so advised SARART. Dr, BETHE 
advised that he told SARANT it would be necessary'- for him to further 
qualify himself before his application could be considered inasmuch as 
thei'e Tfere many better qualified students who were seeking admission to 
the graduate school at Cornell and that many students better qualified 
than he w'ere being refused adndltance because of the large nvimber desiring 
acceptance in this field, BETHE recommended several general physics 
texts for SA-RANT to study, but told him. that his chances for admission 
were not good. 

Later, BETHE told the Head of the- Physics Department at 
Cornell that in regard to SARANT* s application, he, BETHE, saTf no reason 
to recomiTiend SAR/iNT and that subsequently SAPdiNT’s application wns refused. 
Also concerning SARANT* s application, BETIiE states that he received a 
letter from Bell Telephone Laboratories in Nev/ York City in which the 
Bell Telephone Company advised that SiiRAl'TT had been an agitator in union 
activities while employed at Bell Telephone Laboratories, 


In view of BETHE *s refusal to sponsor SARAJlT's acceptance 
by the Physics Department at Cornell as a graduate student, he said that 
he was very surprised when SARANT decided to go to Itliaca anyivay in the 
fall of I 9 I 4 . 6 . He said that he considered it very strange that SARANT 
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should give up a position with Bell Telephone Lshoratories because he 
definitely gave SidlAKT no encouragement and SARi'J'IT had no assvirance what¬ 
soever of acceptance at Cornell, Further, Dr. 23ETIiE states to his knowledge 
SARANT had no promise of any job in Ithaca when he first went there. Several 
months later, which Dr. BETHE placed as approximately late fall in November 
or Deceraber, 19U6, the Physics Laboratory at Cornell University began 
construction of a synchrotron. He explained that this machine is used 
to generate electrons and is in no respect confidential. Electrical 
engineers were required for this construction aaid SARAKT applied and 
received a position as an electrical engineer. BETKE states that he does 
not know hovT SAIiANT knew of this position, but states that S/iRAI'JT used 
the Physics Library at Cornell from time to time for in dividual study 
and also was acquainted closely with one a graduate student 

in physics at the University. It was Dr. BETPIE's guess that SARANT_ 

nT-nh-ihlv heal’d of a possible position on this construction through_ 

_(Vas desci'ibed by Dr, BETKE as "close to the left and a,otive in the 

Progressive Party", 

Dr. ]3ETHE stated that during the time that SAIAITT rms 
employed at Cornell, the University had no confidential contracts and 
that SAIiAITT had no access to confidential data in his work on the 
synchrotron, BETHE stated that the only confidential information of 
whicli he was aware at Cornell University at this time was contained in 
various documents relating to a confidential consultant contract which 
BETHE has had with the Atomic Energy Commission since the termination 
of his duties at Los Alamos, New Mexico, but c laims th at SARANT had no 
access to this information, BETHE stated that] |formerly T/as 

employed at California Technical Institute and may have had access to 
classified information at that tirae which possibly could have been avail¬ 
able to SARANT. 

Concerning the confidential information in the possession 
of BETHE, he stated that all’ documents relating to his consultant contract 
are nOTV maintained in ’bvro safes in his office at Cornell University, The 
combination to one safe is known only to himself and the combination to 

the othe r safe is knovm only to himself |_ 

1 The last mentioned i roiTihin.-Tit . i nn i i ’.ra 3 changed by order Df the 


to this safe was known toi 


±llJ _L_but ' 

-.hp r.nrnh-i n 


and 
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BETHE stated that 


^orobab. 

.-si 

y did not know SiiKAJMi and was 
only as a graduate student, 

^4 OALlALim , 

not tQl ^ 

r\ 4* 1 1 1 •V9- 


as 

thail 


fyradiiata sfaidont at. the Universal 


_, \fe.s close tof ,_ 

in the Pr o ar essive Bar tv in Ithaca, He stated that this[_ 

I I Tfas r ] of the County Progressive Party at Ithaca a 


I |advi 
J and bo 


ised, however, 
both vrere active 


that 


uiHe. 


Concerning BETHE’s relationship vfith SARAHT, 3EKIE 
categorically denied that he had ever maintained any close relationship 
vrith ALFRED SARANT, stating that he had probably not talked to SARAIJT 
for over a total of an hour in all the time he had Icnown him and that 
the longest conversation he ever held with SARAIiT was during the first 
meeting Tirith him. BETKE denied ever discussing any confidential data 
with SAJIANT and further denied that he ever entertained SARAHT in his 
home or was ever in SARAHT's home. He stated he would describe his 
i-elationship with RABAWT a.q ho-inv dTstantlv acquainted -vTith him, 
stated, hovrev er, that hi ] I Tfas a close friend of 

which resulted bocause[lad tauaht at 


school where the BETHE children had att ended and th at 


aiK 


imrsery 

MiiS 


very much loved by the BETPIS children. 

visited back and forth quite a bit and because of t he fact th.?.t ALFKiji) 
SARANT and his wife were next-door neighbors of the | 
had been in the SAIIANT home on several occaaioua- 
BETHS stated that his wife pitied 


b6 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


nrnhahly with 

because[ 




SA.MNT was the type of woman who had extreme difficulty in managing 
her household and was constantly beset with little problems. Dr, BETHE 
explained that he and his wife had given a present to the S/iRAiNTS on 
the birth of their child because of the feeli ng of obligation for tlie 


free leaal servj, ce Trhich had been rendered by 

BETHE stated that he had no idea what the gift had been 


and is sure that the value was definitely not in any respect equal 


uo 


the legal service 
miatter. 


rendered. He stated that his Yri-fe took care of this 


Dr. BETrlE denied ever knowing or contacting JULIiJS ROSENBERG, 
YiTILLIAHi PERL, JOEL BARR, iiAX ELITCEER, MORTON SOBELL or HARRY GOLD. 
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BETHE denied that any approach in any laanner has ever been made to him 
on the part of any person to furnish information to an apparent espionage 
agent. The possibiliiy that Dr, BETKE may have been a target of Russian 
espionage and that his development may have been given to SAPvANT as an 
assigrmient in an espionage ring was presented to Dr. BETHE, Ke stated 
that Si'iR/lIT did not pursue the development of his friendship and BETHE 
never got the impression that SARANT wanted technical data nor did 
SiiRAKT ever ask for such. He reiterated that he has hc.d hardly aiij 
actual contact with SARfiNT. BETKE states that his impression of SARAI'iT 
is that SARANT is "leftist in his nd polnpy". wh-ich impression he received 

because of SAI^AKT's association V7ith _and also because of 

vieY^s, He further stated that he had no evidence to indicate 
tliat BARAMT was a Communist and actually had no personal information 
to indicate that SAi'LAHT even sympathized with the Communist Party and 
that BETHE's impression that SAR/slIT was a "leftist" is based on no actual 
knoiTledge on his part, SARANT, according to BETHE, is a frustrated type 
who gives the impression that he feels that he has never had a'chance to 
perform adequate T-nth his abilityj however, according to BETHE, SARAIJT's 
technical ability is strictly average. 

Dr, EE'fHE advised that he had no laaoYirledge of any espionage 
activities on the paz‘t of any person except r/hat has appeared recently 
in the public press and stated that he had no further information con¬ 
cerning iiLFRED SAPuA-NT, 


-REFERRED UPON COLiPLETION TO H-IE OFFICE OF OHIGIN- 
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ilEFERSNCE: Albany teletj'pe to Bureau and Seattle, dated July 26j 1930. 

Seattle teletype to Bureau and Albany, dated Juily 28, 1950* 





^ form no. 64 


Office Mimorandum 


TO :MB. C, E, HENNi 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: August 31, 1951 


FROM -.MR, E. F, EMRICH 


SUBJECT: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 
ESPIONAGE - R 


CLASSIFIED BY 60309/uc/TA2I/KSR/cb 
DECLASSIP/ ON: 2SX 3.3(1) 
12-11-2031 


PURPOSE 


ALL IHFOPBATION COMTAIIffiD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 




To recommend that the Bureau immediately open - 

a file in the above-captioned matter and conduct an ap- 
propriate investigation relative to the activities and i 
asso dates of Hans Albrecht Bethe, Professor in the EUgsSdf , 
Department of Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, I —f 

one of the leading nuclear physicists in the United States, 

To advise that Bethe was investigated prior to 
April, 1947, as an Atomic Energy Act applicant as a result 
of which he was given a Q clearance by AEC, 

To further indicate that recently upon interview 
Bethe has admitted his association with Emil Julius Klaus 
Fuchs, convicted Soviet agent. Also, that Bethels name was 
furnished to Julius Rosenberg, convicted Soviet agent, through 
Harry Gold, confessed Soviet agent, by David Greenglass, in 
June, 1945, as a possible recruit for the espionage network 
and one whom Greenglass considered as '’leftist" inclined, 

Tn fur+.hfti* ndniftfi that Rosenberg is reported to have 
informed I x bhat Bethe was one of the contacts of 

_ _ a known member of the Rosenberg espionage network 

who has fled the United States, 

To note that Bethe is known to have expressed his 
opinion wherein he^ advocated a free exchange of scientific 
data among all scientists, Further, that Bethe is expected 
to attend the International Conference on Nuclear Physics to 
be held in Chicago, Illinois, on September 17, 1951, (\ 




BACKGROUND yl H ‘ 

Hans Albreclyts^ e^hef was born in Strasbourg, Germany, 
6n J uly 2, 1906, He reC^ved his Ph,D, degree in science from 
the Uhtversity of Frankfurt, Munich, Germany, and was there- 

HumeK X j i . / Jr 

__recorded■ 45f , /.t. ^. 


{7^ i 


EFEzmpm 


HumeK 

RECORDED ■ 45 
INDEXED ■ 45 


SEP 24 1951 

/IS ^ ( 














after employed as a lecturer and teacher of theoretical 
physics in Germany until 1933, From 1933 to 1935, he 
resided in England, performing research work at Manchester 
and Bristol, England, Bethe was brought to the United 
States from England as a refugee from Germany in 1935 be 

by the faculty of the Department of Physics, Cornell hic 

University, Ithaca, New York, Since that year, he has 
been a professor of physics a t Cornell Unive rsity, 


From 1948 to 1943, Bethe was connected with the 
Radiation Laboratory of MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 
from 1943 to 1946, he served as division leader in the 
Theoretical Physios Department of the University of 
California at Los Alamos, New Mexico, Since 1947, he has 
been a consultant for the Brookhaven National Laboratory 
»|'cn(i the University of California at Los Alamos, He is also 
I known to have served in ah advisory capacity on the highly 
I confidential ^'Lexington Project*’ wherein the results of - 
I research on the NEPA (Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion of 
\ Aircraft) Project were developed. 


who 


Bethe is married tc\ _ 

reported to be the daughter of a professor in 
was famous for his work in connection with X-rays, 
received his United States citizenship on February 
at Ithaca, New York. (116-2841) 


^s 

Germany who 
Bethe 
10, 1941, 


PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION 





Bethe was investigated in early 1947 as an 
applicant under the Atomic Energy Act for the position of 
consultant at the Brookhaven National Laboratory, Long 
Island, New York, His associates and acquaintances reported 
him to be of e xcellent ch arqct er^n^^jiepufpti^^ , . It was 
indiGated by"l^e^€“~'WS^(i^kl^ance^thai they considered him strongly 
anti-Nazi andL.an.t.i - CoMmu.nS.S-t «- The investigation reflected that 
Hethe was ihotc losely associated with his fellow staff member: 
at Cornell University, Philip Morrison, who was alleged to have 
worked closely: with the Communist Party, although no actual 
CP membership was ever established. At the conclusion of this 
investigation, Bethe was given a Q clearance by AEG, (116-8841) 
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RECENT INFORMATION 


Bethe was known to be an d admitted being close ly 
associated at Los AlaTnos with one 


11 ^ 


an admitted CP member who was discharged from the project 
as Rftciu-ri+.n riak. He o.lso admitted a close association 
witH \ [f or the University 


b6 

b7C 


of California at Los Alamos, 


pas reported in 
ions which were 




1948 to be a member of various organikdt 
Communist infiltrated, and to be in contact with persons 
having Communist sympathies, (116-8793-14; 116-2S541’‘34) 

Bethe upon interview in February, 1950, admitted he 
had known Emil Julius Klaus Fuchs, convicted Soviet agent, 
since 1934, having met him at the University of Bristol, 

England; further, that Bethe visited him in Schenectady, New 
York, in 1946 and at Ithaca in the Spring of 1948 or 1949, 

Bethe visited Fuchs in England (Harwell)during the Summer of 
1948, (65-58805-386) 


An article appeared in the New York Journal American 
on February 5, 1950, wherein Bethe is quoted with respect to 
his knowledge of the activities of Fuchs, According to one 
of the press correspondents, Bethe, subsequent to his official 
j’ statement as appearing in this article, commented off the 
^5 that he could understand why Fuchs did what he did. He 

N ’^Xwas repented to be sympathetic with Fuchs* attitude because 
u "After all, a scientist is of the world and works for the 


SSporld, 


tt 


(65-58805, Sub A) 


b6 

b7C 


David Greenglass, confessed Soviet agent, advised 
previously that he furnished the name of Bethe to Rosenberg 
along with a list of scientists employed at Los Alamos, Further, 
that he never met Bethe but from conversation with several of 
the employees had gained the impression that Bethe was "leftist" 
inclined. These employees upon interview denied ever making 
such statements or implications concerning Bethe, Greenglas 
s on interview on July 8, 1951, advised that he furnished the 
{name of Hans Bethe to Harry Gold, confessed Soviet agent, on 
j\J'une 4, 1945, as a possible igym'igt ggnfnnnna rief'tmit. He 

_J/iis fellow 
He mentioned 
request received through 


stated that, according to one _ 

employee at Los Alamos, Be thecas 


that he gave Bethe *s 


a communist, 
WaW^^fsitahli: ^io~'a~ 












hia wife who, in turn, had received her instructions from 
Julius Rosenberg, convicted Soviet espionage agent* He 
indicated that the list including Bethe's name was there¬ 
after turned over by Gold to Anatole Yakovlev, then Vice 
Consul of the USSR Consulate in New York, Greenglass 
informed that he never thereafter spoke to Rosenberg or.^ 


actually rec ruited^into^-espionage work, 

f—..-- '' 

(65.-59^'''' "■ 



bl 

On April 4, 1951, 


advised that Rosenberg, 


espionage network, who has 
indicated that^xi3Mi!^ti^ctd— 
he ment ion ed "as^being.MX 
JtprifrW?, Y§5lf^ y^^ sak^ 
sequently advi sed bv 
sources in the 


or^ 

Was referr%ng 
both of 
Cornell 


fKe\ 

to 


of 

fled from the United States, 
f r'or\tnr± in P .Qrnell University whom 
(phonetic), On "'b2 
avaved that he, was sub-h6 
Sgrant had t wo exoeJLL&Xolc _ 
Uc) and]_ b7D | 


inj'ormanv 
Rosenberg that 


whom were\ 
Universityr 


+-hn+l 


Pn.^enhern 


in the Physics Department an 


b7D 


It is noted that Sarqnt upon interview prior to 
his departure from the United States admitted a social 
acquaintance with Bethe, who sponsored his (Sarant’s) entrance 
into the graduate school at Cornell University, Further, it 
is mentioned that there was located among Sarant^a possessions 
a receipt dated March 7, 1949, from the Robinson Airlines 
calling for the airline's transportation of Philip Morrison 
to New York City, Sarant was unable to explain in what manner 
he obtained possession of this receipt. 


During the permissive search of Sarant'a home a 
letter dated September 21, 1946, was located. This letter, 
which was written by William Perl, another member of the 
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Rosenberg espionage network, advised that he, Perl, had 
heard and seen Bethe at the Physics Society meeting and 
considered him ’'hot stuffs" 65-59336, NY rep 8-16-51) 

Bethe is reported to have attended a conference 
of the world’s leadin g nuclear p hysicists which was held 
under the auspices of\ | in Denmark during June, 

1951, He is also expeccea to avtend an International 
Conference on Nuclear Physics which is to be held in Chicago, 
Illinois, during the period September 17 to 28, 1951, 

OBSERVATIONS 

As is previously indicated in this memorandum, the 
name of Hans Bethe v)as furnished to the Soviets by David 
Greenglass on June 4, 1945,, as a possible espionage recruit. 

This was done under the instructions of Rosenberg, who 
headed a Soviet espionage network comprised of persons with 
scientific background who were concentrating their efforts 
to obtain confidential dJixba pertaining to aeronautical, 
scientific and atomic energy research and development in this 
country. 

It will be recalled that Alfred Sarant, who had been 
residing in the apartment at 65 Morton Street, New York City, 
which has been almost positively identified as the conspiratorial 
apartment which was used for photographic work on the part of 
members of the Rosenberg espionage network,rmoved to Ithaca, 

New York, in September, 1946, in order to pursue gro,duate work 
at Cornell University. Sarant, according to his own statement, 
first made the acquaintance of Hans Bethe through his father- 
in-law, Victor K, D, Ross, in July, 1946, and Bethe consented ^2 
to sponsor Sarant’s entrance into the graduate school at j 55 

Cornell University, It is noted, however, that Sarant con- b 7 < 

tinued to pay rental for the 65 Morton Street apartment until hi] 
January, 1950, during which period the apartment nnnrinxei^. 
fbr a portio n of time by Joel Barr, William Perl and 

_ Barr and Perl are known to hmtp hpen active members 

of the Rosenberg espionage parallel and _ is alleged 

to have been one of the ln+.PR± rpcTui-hp _ i.n i:h.n+. group, according 

to information obtained from 


5 










4s Sarant is known to have been an active member 
of the Rosenberg espionage network, it appears that his 
moving to Ithaca, New York, and continuing his studies at 
Cornell University may have been done under the specific 
instructions of Rosenberg, It is noted in this respect 
that Morton Sobell, Joel Barr rand William Perl, after 
having been out of college for several years, re-entered 
a leading university to pursue,scientific studies. Further, 
David Qreenglass upon completion of his assignment at Los 
Alamos was requested by Rosenberg to enter a university to 
continue his scientific training. 


It is logical to assume that Sarant, by reason on 
his entree to Bethe through his father-in-law, was sent 
to Cornell University in line with the efforts of the b2 

Rosenberg espionage network to penetrate the field of be 

atomic and nuclear physics research, in which field Bethe hic 

inn.<t n 7 end ing consultant. It is noted that, ac cording to b7D 

Rosenberg has advised that he made several trips 


to visit Marant in Ithaca, New York, in order to pick up 
espionage material, It would therefore follow that such 
material was undoubtedly obtained by Sarant at Cornell 
University through his contacts there,.nmnnn whom mprp snrh 
persons as Bethe, Philip Morrison, and 


a suspected member of the Rosenberg espionage network. 


In this respect, Ifoth Greenolass and 


have advised that Rosenberg 


k 

k 

k 
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RECOMMENDA TION 

In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that an 


- 6 







Espionage - R file be immediately opened on Hans Albrecht 
Bethe and that a thorough and extensive investigation be 
conducted concerning this individual to determine his 
activities, associates and contacts since 1947, This 
investigation should also be for the purpose of ascertaining 
the extent of Bethe's association with Sarant and to further 
explore the possibility that Bethe may have made available 
to Sarant the NEPA or other confidential material which 
was subsequently turned over to the Soviets by members of 
the Rosenberg espionage network. 
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Xn donneetion mith osr itik»otigat$«m relative to 
the etdttvittee of the Euliue Boeenherg eepiomghi metwork, 
certain addttionaX data moo obtained, mkt^.0-eMa .'.te being 
fnrniehed to god hereinafter for gotm^ in^Vtmtiont. 

On April S7, 19S1, a CO of identical iisf&mahto un- 
knoien reliability advieed that, during ditemB 90 he which he Aed 
" with Juliua Roeenberg ,' convicted eepiemge ^ "iE0et, it wan . men»-■ 
tioned by Roeenberg that Alf red Saraut, a Mmim member of the 
Meaenberg eapionage group t^o fled the MmiMm Mtnt'ea eubaeauent 
to Boaenberg*a arreat, had two aseoellent frioMa at Cernall 
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Meemmoergm ^fe f« lie feed fefeefe. ©.refe^feEie ^ 0m$et :0&taat me-ddM- 
add dhat^ ■ mae- ■ therdaftmt'"^ d»er her 0eld fee itaefeele 
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requeeted BStke m epehetr his entranm fnte fefee pro^iiafee echeeX 
at CemelZ imimemm-.eAieh'j^'amerdtmp te dammtd: itifee eetteeefeefe 
to do 9 Saramt^memed-^'n Ithaca^ Pern -Tenf, im'mpdember^- ZMS, -Me 
emitted t^§ km add hie mt/e uatmimtked a feiew aequaimtamee mith 
the Setkea eHeme thet datem 
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oontaimed the ftZMtmimg etdtmeem%, tf hee/Td a»4 eop Methe at 
the Mhpmiem Seetetp rneetmm Se*e hot 4hiff aZZ -rtiM%”-.Sere0t 
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Ithaca, Id0tg $K duri»gm ^0imtmJ^dfiai '• 

matter om^thttlMaMehim ia this^Mitt^^ : 0 ^^imut- 
aharge of-J^eeU rjft. #iNtle4 -Iwr met Saraat -thtilmi^ geee :t§0- . 
re/ueed ta ep§^^ Smrmt*e entry ta the 
graduate iohaem-^ Sethe^^mentidned. that he'^ 
eiem^that..MeeeW'0g$mtemt were very deee te.Shi' Cmkmiet- 
J^rty. line 'and'%het he mae active in ^e P0tgfeeei§ffe larty^ ' y-> "‘ 
ruvthme. he aeeeme ....ith 0 t Saront woe e^ee2>g’^'emeemi^i^ 

___I mhem he c&neidered ae. **eleeei^ Xeftg^, me - 

advteed 44^- net have aeceee W 

data em$$ 2 vh 2 e-t». ■hi^:..eier did^Sarant.ever^'regmtt' 9 / hX^'er '-give . 
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' ■ Iji' ^ theee additional ;<*# ■ 
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parallelm ■. v.s:,;: ■ ^ 

'fh0tf/'daha are for yeur aen/idential infermation 
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^ AS you are aware, m imeotiyation w«t 
1 oeuaeruing Manw Albreaht Befho- prioP^ '^y ApriX, Aii 

' applieanii unAer th$ Atemie JEnorgy Ae§/p§mgra0*'' 0 
gatidB failed iiO demlop any infemM^em iwd§0e^tag that 
Bethe ms engaged espionage er 'siAbmPA0A aetiuiiies,^ ^ 

At the conelusion of the ineeetig&tiet^ MetAe was gieen a 
H elearanm md has eerued in ika of mnAultant, 

both for AiS and the MBBk (puoleerJm^^: for'the. Propulsion 
ef Air or aft) ergmieation» durimg IMA entire pepiod, 

Beths has retained his profseso-m^ip il&« phj^iee'Bepart^ 

■ ment at Cereell\S'nieersttym 

Meemt inf ornatioh obtained in eonmeetio^ wt-^ 
the inuestigetionsoondmted tm- the Bteemse 'end the Rosenberg 
md related ■emsSs hm^ hemmer,/ ekeardit Shown s . e^ss 
msoristios.bstmeen Bethe^and's tmnbt^^'Of the m^SSsrSsf . 
the MsssnSerg espionage group^ ' Tt is noted, that Betho- has. 
eiaittodlbJiMmmBmiZ'lAlius-jtlmsf^ and 

wao.. in eswtsSt 'with jhtshs-at £os AlmSSS^. end subsegusntly 
- was &S'sited by.'Jl^ohs at-deheiisetadyg .Beis^ ^rh, 'in ISdd and 
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at Itkaea, Bow-psrh, in '1B4B er MBdB^:‘'.BSi^s also sisited 
Puohsin England (Marmsll) in IgdS* 

Beths'^s attitude as sheem, at tee/arrest of fuehs 
is also of interest., . -it is peinted-sat.'tp0t Beths ms . 
reported to bsue mds-.the-statement Wmt'm oould understand 
why Puehs did what he did* tSrther-g: in indicating his 

sympathy for Puehs was alleged to havs/ti^e. the mwsent, 
**Aft6r all, a ooientist is of the woWfE'-SAd worts for the ^ 
world* ^ 

tout attention is lihewise di^tted to the resent, 
infotmatiom furnished by Baoid dreen^Mm 'Uhtpoin he adoised ' 
that on Pms^Ss IgdS, he gave the name of $##&# to Marry ^odd 
ds a...pe90ible ssBiomage reorwit* ■dreengisos "admitted hf^d0 
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Ail infokhatioh cohtaihed 

HERim 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE Q9-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/P 

••pAwibar 12, 1951 


'AtxtyUst la iifaletx ym mf 2*%v3Mit(i4 to iTWiilliittlj 

iantitut* «a iznrMtlcatleB aa * M.ghly disexwat iMlain caaeaitdae tbe ) — 
•aov»-<a2tl«a«d ialiVldvial. ;/</)<'i ' 

^ ^ tb|i« Atfmw » *44nii. att«atl«i 1» iaritad ta tha wport 

^ T, 1250, at Saattla, b 7 c 

IteaMufteQ, In taa Alfyad Sayaat aa a a iata aat tba raauXta of an 

IntavTlair praTtotialy bad with aubjaat BaMM. 

It la daalrad ^t tba vaaults of this iaumaw ahould ba 
jaopariy aat faath In your taltial zapart in iastaat aatttar la a fasa 
aaltabla for ^aaattlaatton. 
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liB.1. TELETYPBi 


DECO O'ED COPY 


WFL IIIFOPMATIOII COIITAIHED 
HEPIIIJ IS U1ICLA33IFIED 
DATE 09-29-2006 BT 60322/UC/LP/DCG/P.l 


FBI,/ALBANY 


9-13-51 


6:12 PM 


RECTOR, FBI AND SACS, NEW YORK AND CHICAGO 


URGENT 



HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESPIONAGE - R. SUBJECT IS ARRIVING 
IN NYC SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 16 NEXT FROM EUROPE BUT MOD 
OF TRAVEL NOT YET ASCERTAINED. WILL BE IN CARE OF HIS MOTHER 
MRS. ANNA BETHE, CRYDERS POINT, BEECHURST, LONG ISLAND, ALL 
DAY SUNDAY AND WILL LEAVE FOR CHICAGO THAT NIGHT PRESUMABLY 
BY PLANE TO ATTEND THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF NUCLEAR ^ 
PHYSICS. IS RETURNING TO ITHACA, NY, SEPTEMBER 20. NY WAS 
FURNISHED PHOTO OF SUBJECT IN ITS COPY OF LETTER TO BUREAU 
FROM ALBANY DATED MARCH 10, 1950 IN FOOCASE. SUBJECT DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS - AGE 45, BORN JULY 2, 1906 AT STRASBOURG, FRANCE, 
HEIGHT FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 190 POUNDS, EYES BLUE, BLACK 
WAVY HAIR, VERY HEAVY AND RECEDING AT FOREHEAD, HAS SLIGHT 
ACCENT AND I S VERY P REC ISE IN SP EECH. SUBJECT-S P 
AND CHILDREN. r I AND l~ I MAY BE ACCOMPANYING HIM. NY 
WILL CHECK PLANE AND BOAT ARRIVALS FOR SUNDAY MORNING AND WILL 
ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE WITH CUSTOMS FOR SEARCH OF BAGGAGE. WILL 
ASCERTAIN AND ADVISE CHICAGO METHOD OF TRAVEL TO THAT CITY SO 
THAT ARRIVAL AND ACCOMMODATIONS THERE MAY BE IMMEDIATELY 
ASCERTAINED. ALBANY IS ATTEMPTING TO ASCERTAIN FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS ARRIVAL IN NYC. 

, 

WA 6:40 PM OK FBI WA NLT RECORDED •!40 ' ' ' ' 


-b6 /-/ 

4_-u nn ? 


NY OK FBI NYC WHL 
CG OK FBI CG JH 

RECEIVED: 


3. i. "9 


SEP 15 1951 
18 


9-13-51 


6:33 PM 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 

■’ (u:Ti -^0^1 









TEI^TYPf 

OECoitl) COPY 


ALL INFOMIATIOH COWTAIIJED 

HEEEIM IS IHJCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/RIi: 


WASHINGTON 3 NEW YORK 1 FROM CHICAGO 


'director and sacs, new YORK AND ALBANY 


/1:11 PM 


DEFERRED 


HANS ALBRECHT BETHE. I SR. REBULET SEPTEMBER 11 LAST. 

INFORMANT ADVISED UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO HAS MADE RESERVATION^'^/>« - 
FOR SUBJECT AT HOTEL WINDEMERE, CHICAGO FOR THREE NIGHTS'^. 
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 16 NEXT. FOR INFORMATI ON 

G.I.R 0 -S 0-CONNOR' ffT9m 
A\ DA MV TD DC ADV/IOCn RECORDED -38 Ai. . 


/Albany to be advised recorded -s 

\,-PTRANSMITTED TO NEW YORK BY TELETYPE 

RECEIVED:; , 9-16-51 1:38 WL'® 




If‘^t^ifnfiSlligence contained in the above message is to hbHdisseminated 
Outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased ift 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 
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lUFOW'IJkTION COHTikDIED 
HERE III IS UIJCLIS SIFTED 
DATE 09-29-2006 BY 605>a^/TJC/LP/DCG/R¥ 

Ladd_ 

Clegg _ 

Olavln 

I Nichole _ 

Roeen _ 




Tracy_ 





■b7C 


CONF WASHINOTN 12 CHICAGO 1 FROM NEW YORK 15 11;45 ^^ 1!!::"°”- . 


DIRECTOR>toD SAC 


URGENT 




HANS ALBECHT^ETHEr ESP-R. RE ALBANY TEL SEPTEMBER 13, LAST;' 
6:12 P.M. ONLY SHIP ARRIVING NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 16, NEXT IS 
SS GEGRGIC, GUNARO LINE* SUBJECT NOT LISTED ON PASSENGER 
MANIFEST OF THIS SHIP. LIST OF PASSENGERS ARRIVING AT IDLEWILD 
ON OVERSEAS AIRLINES NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL AN HOUR OR TWO BEFORE 
ARRIVAL. CHECK OF AMERICAN AIRLINES REVEALS THAT SUBJECT HAS 
RESERVATION ON FLIGHT 129 LEAVING LAGUAROIA FIELD, NEW YORK CITY, 
9:00 P.M., DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME, ON SEPTEMBER 16, NEXT FOR CHI¬ 
CAGO. THIS RESERVATION WAS BOOKED FOR SUBJECT THROUGH THE 
ROBINSON AIRLINES. SUBJECT IS ALSO ON THE WAITING LIST OF 
ROBINSON AIRLINES FOR FLIGHT 30 LEAVING CHICAGO SEPTEMBER 19, 

EN ROUTE TO BUFFALO. STOPS HAVE BEEN PLACED WITH CUSTOMS TO 
OBTAIN BAGGAGE SEARCH WHEN SUBJECT ARRIVES AT IDLEWILD. - 
BUFFALO WILL BE ADVISED FURTHER OF ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY OFFICE 
OF ORIGIN, ALBANY. NEW YORK WILL VERIFY DEPARTURE AND TELE- 
PHONICALLY ADVISE CHICAGO OF SUBJECTS DESCRIPTION AND DRESS. 


u 


ALBANY AND BUFFALO ADVISED 


NY R 12 WA RC 


RECEIVED: 9-15-51 

TRANSMITTED TO CHICAGO 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems, 
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TEI^mPE^ 

0 E C ITK t/ COPE 


4-41a 

LL IIJFOPHATIOU COimiHED 
HEPEIM 13 IBJCLA33IFIED 
DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/ 

TolBon 



WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 




/ 


7:35 PM 


1^: 

ft 

■ t> 

V- . 


I RECTOR 


tIRGENT 





HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESP-R. SUBJECT ARRIVED AT IDLEWILD 
/1ARP0RT, NYC, AT 12:15 PM, EDST, ON FLIGHT 935 OF TVA. HE 
WAS TRAVELING ALONE WND WAS NOT MET BY ANYONE. HIS BAGGAGE 
WAS CHECKED BY CUSTOMS. HE WAS CARRYING A NUMBER OF WHITE 
MANILA ENVELOPES CONTAINI^JG VARIOUS MANUSCRIPTS IN GERMAN ANU 
MATHEMATICAL FORMULA. HE LEFT IDLEWILD AT 12:55 PM BY CAB AND b7c 
ARRIVED AT CRYDERS POIMT AT 2:00 PM STAYING WITH HIS MOTHER 
AT MICHELS A BOARDING HOUSE OPERATED BY L.J. MICHELS. ALL 
OFFICES WILL BE ADVISED OF SUBJECT-S DEPARTURE FOR CHICAGO 
TONIGHT. 


ALBANY, BUFFALO AND CHICAGO ADVISED 
NY R WA 10 NRJ 

RECEIVED: 9-16-51 7:52 PM RTL 



KtCORDED - ’V 


SEP 19 1151 


18 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to he disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems* 
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Septmhpr 


BACg Aibmy 

JTBI '■ 

HAmrAM&ECMT tSTSS 


Sebuiet S 9 pt»Bber 2M<I^ t?* whi0 you 

r.00^»t9d •’*0 , oofkAuet inv-99tipp^%0h mtfh ir««p8e^ rto ihw 
■&titi'S^^Anption0d indiui^ml* '■ ' ^ 

TK4 Burem ©a« furniwhM- a oopy 

of a comm unieation 4«ied Hiiy d, 1951^ 
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Wc.i%$ngMn Area StPurity tp b9 
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Mew fm'Oey* \ 

ncde tiia fetter ovaildi^e. 
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it pteoentZy On attorney in 
it a gent got of Mr k La Flont^-. 

Bureap^c} ]. ,:, . 


fou will note that the Sowmunto&tion ooptafpo 
oertain information oonoerptmg the SjfB^'Pord, art^ 
oubject Setke jp'epafed for p0bl icatton fnr'-^e '*0eit^ific 
American, ** hut which article was ovppreooPf^ by AMC'i'■ , 
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bo \ 
b7Cw 
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00 ! Mew Torh 



new file 

c: 100-38248? (Scientific .American) 
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ALL lUFOPHATIOH COMTAIHED 
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”IL JIIFOPmTIQIJ COHTAIHED , ' / 

ilHCLASSiriEl) ' 

DATE 09t29-2006 BY 6'Q322/UC/LP/DCG/R 


July 6, 1951 


Uento to I_I 

I ct\i\ give you a ouick sunming up of the infonnati^n. on Leon Syircky, * ' j 

but this is only of a orelimtnary nature and for your i-mediate b6 •poab'f 

; . ' ■ . ' . ■ •b7c ■ V 

in getting some word zo the ARC man whom you know. ' _ 

‘ . • < ‘ > 

Srirsky is listed pn the masthead of Scientific American as Managing 

Editor. The oublisher is Gerard Piel, and tne Editqg is Dennis flaniagsn. 

One of the contributing editors la Janes R. Mewman, who is also a ■> 

left-winger and an expert on the atom bomb; alsp a contributing editor 
to New Republic and does a lot of leftish writing on ^ton bomb questions. 

Tou will find him in Wiols S/ho. He is a lai^***'jy Profession. We hare in 
our files an indication that he is or was at one time adviser !to . 

President Truman on atomic questions, and I can hardly think of a worae . Cj' 

cholcel I've followed his line for a long time. It isn't ectuidly the . 
Coimi'anlst linej but it's close enough tb It to'be very disturbing. 4 

I imagine Mciisluii may get some of his ideas from Newman because they run ‘ , 

■ ^ • 'v ■ 

pretty close together. * 

' \ ■ ‘ V- '■ 

Scientific American runs to the sort of stuff .which the Soviets would IJJca * 
to see In' a popular scientific Journal, including left-wing authors on’" ; 
atomic mergy and security questions. There nins-through nearly all the - . *• 
issues a general vein of anti-security editorial policy. 'Most slgrtificant 
of this sort material is in'the May 1951 isaue, at page 3J*| wher<r thsiy ; 
deride the idea that the Rosenberg-Sobell ttlal, at which .Greenglass , ■ ' 

testified, dealt with real securtty matters that It was’vib;al to keep .secret. 
The theme Is that tine atcen bomb is so comolex that .ho Individuil TOuld do mild 
harm by revealing a detail.' 


B 'uZsB- 

















M«no bo 


- July. 6, 1951 


b6 '• 
hlC ' 
b6 
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Among left-Tdng authors are: the British 


Jp. very excited 


arguer for the idea that atomic information should not be eecret^ and 

-- 


a Commie, I believe; 

I 1 for another left-wing group; 


formerly o.f PM, and^ 

[ who was the discoverer 


of carbon 14 and the inventor of a new process for making iron 55, - 
a very co-Tipetent atom scientist who was a contact with Russian spies; 


U there was testimony that he taught at a secret school for. 


revolution - I*d be fairly sure he was a party member; James R. Newinah, 
contributing editor, already mentioned, reviews things frequehtly from 

party-liner on 


the- left-wing anti-security etandpointa 


atonic wergy and secret; Hans Bethe, who wes against the H bomb de¬ 
velopment and holds that our best and prooer defense against Communism 
is prosperity, and he also attacked separatism and sxipra-nationaliim, 
which are ways of expressing the support of the "One World" Idea and 
that everybodjr should share the bomb and other atomic ener/gr aeeret 



Another writer is Theodor Rosebury, bacteriological warfare ex^r^ and 

•a ■ ^ 

close in on secret inforqiatlon of a most li^rtant sort. He haopens also 

' ' ' . ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■’ 

to have been on.Ctl'e Board of .Directors for some years. 

This information about* authors is not complete .but just a quick aunf^, 
as we did not have a/AsU file of back numbers to work with, but only a few. 

The Halter Qellhom ^ok, a Ic^ and at\uiled attack upon security procedure % 
received a very favorable review. 


Regarding the Pufehs case (which really proved that security should be 







. July 6, 1951 


b7C 


greatly tightened an<i should have teen tightened in tlie patt.) tney took 
the ground that that case was proof that secrecy wf :? futile and impossible 
with hundreds ot thousands of people working on a hi^d.ly intrlcfle scier- 

tific Job. 

Svirsky was fired fror the World Telegr: m tecru. c of his l< ft^».ing slajiting 
of an educational column which he ran. Must h.ove been pi-‘ lty br.d because 
the newspapers were very much scartf’ of a fight with the riev.spapcr Cuild 
and the NLRB at that time^ Then he wcait to Tine's st^ff, along vdth a 
Caroline Narx fron the il^ld Telegrijn. He v;a? a metiber of tho loft-vdng 
group in the Kewspepcr^uild and on a Co.mr.dt.tee for the election of a 
John T. .McManus, Radyo Editor of P14 and a fom-.r Radio Editor of Tine, 

and President of tty Ner: York Rewapaper Cr’oild in 1943, who v.-ss a canuidpte 

.. - ' ' 

of the Commie grtyft) in the Guild. Svirsky was also a stockholder in PM. 

Svlrsky.Tjas chycf editor of a book called Your Ntvjspfp<^r, vhich olays up 
left-wing rejprters as doing a good Job and attacks right-wing reportors 
as suppressing or dlstortirig the nev/s. The book also irr.ollps th>-t the 
right-win^rs whoopbd up our dislike of Ru.s'^sia and North Korea and helped 
Incltsyus id war. The other avithors of t. is book were other ner.b< rs of a 
. gro'w of Nlemen fellows at Harvard. ", ^ 

Wjfth respect to one issue of Scientific Ansrican, a 5,C’'^'0-word article by 
Betlie wa« suppressed, on account of four technical para/ra^hs, by order of 
the AfC - April 1950. In one story on this incident, Bethe was-identified 
as ".wartime ^hief of theoretical physics at Los Alamos". Three tbpcaand 
copies already run off were burned, type ^ras melted down, and every gallley 
proof and script inQMunded. 













KWtd 

. M. ■ >■•■*' ■ 

.«Sh-V 



- Ju3y 6, 19^ 



Amrrle«ii, through Its •dltor, Osr^rd Pi el, etiseked the 
t» some ti«uU>« to dnaa upP^ •cientlfic opposition 
%,^a W tb%iUEC»* polieieif on soeuritgr,' in a way i\aiy consistent with the 

f^tepliXopposition to effective seeialtyrpolicies. The Federation 
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OctohOT SSg X9S2 

Atomic Smorgu Commission 
Building T»3 

X6th and Constitution Auenue, Nm K 
fa8h{ngt0n0 

Attsntiom Caotain John 4 * stators 
Director 

Dioieion of Security 

John Sdgar Hoooer, Director 
Federal Bureau of Inoeetigation 

BAFS ALB^SCDT BmS 
ESDlOnfOK • R 


Reference is made to my letter of September 18, 
19510 in the above»ceptioned matter leherein your Commiseton 
was furnished with certain additional information concerning 
Dr^ Dans Albrecht Bethe^ Tou were adoised at that time 
that in view of the additional allegations as to i7r* Bethe 
a further discreet investigation me being instituted by 
thte Bureau for the purpose of determining the extent of 
his assoeietion with Alfrod Spcminomdae Sarant^ and his 
possible Donnectlong if any, with the activities of the 
eepionage parallel which wae operated by Julius Rosenberg, 
a convicted Soviet espionage agent» 


OUTln , 
Hlcbola 

Baasa _ 

truer 

HWtw__ 

Ald«n __ 

Bsiaont_ 

Uui^tn _ 

liohr_ 

TtU. {too* 


au»l 7 ^ 


I 


There is being transmitted herewith f or uour 
information c copy of the report o f Special Agent [ 




dated October IO 0 19510 at Sew Torh Ctty^ 


Tou will bo kept advised as to any pertinent 


developments in connection with this fnveetigationm 
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UNITED STATES GOVEK 
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s Director, FBI 


DATE:. QQJ Q .ggf 


FROM : SAC, New York, 

% # 

SUBJECT: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


end 


Reference is made to the report of SA 
[] dated October iq 1951» five copies of 
lerewith. ’ 



X X CXAJ 

/ The translation reflects that the manuscripts ° 

/v / were entirely personal and contained nothing of interest. 

• J /j^opies of the manuscripts together with a summary translation 
-j^^pof each are being submitted herewith. Copies of the mathematic 

\formulae are also being submitted to the Bureau and Albany. 

-- 

, New York is not in a position to judge the nature 

of this matei*ial and it is suggested that the Bureau could 
have the same examined either at the PBI'Laboratory or thrcjugh 
liaison with the Atomic Energy Commission. The Bureau 
a,dv1 sad that New York will have this material examined by 
1 V _^of Columbia University if it so desires. 


^ As per the request of Albany, arrangements were 

ma-’® 1® have the subject’s baggage examined by Customs on h^s 

v*,.'rival from Europe. Whe n the subje ct arri\pd-_his baggage'x , 

was examined by Tnspectorl \ Number I_I in the // / 

presence of SAS I I and I_I His 

baggage consisted of personal items of clothing and four white 
manila envelopes containing various manuscripts in German and 
mathematical formulae. This material was photographed and 
translations of the manuscripts in German were made by the 
Translation Unit of this office. 



i&lbany. 


A photo record film is also being transmitted to 


•i-V. ? 


'■’f-Encs, (69) 


Albany (69) 
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FEDERAL, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

this case originated at ALBANY 


NY FIL£ NO. 65 -l5 836 


REPORT MADE AT i 

NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

MADE^ 

10 195S 9/l3-X6,26,g^/ 


HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 


CHARACTER OP CASE « 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


,AG2:iCY / C C.' 


Subject arrived International 
Airport, NYC, via TWA on 9/l6/5l> 
travelled to his mother’s home 
at Cryders Ppint, Long Island, 
and left L^j,Guardia Airport, 

9:30 p*m,, via American Air Lines, 
enroute to Chicago, Intervievj 
with DMNIS FLANAGAN of "Scientific 
American" and Dr. JOHN R. DUNNING 
^f Coliiigibia University set forth. 


- RUC - 


hv3-^ 


■^OENCy-- 

REo.. 

J?EP' T F-vj-T^ 
SY_—- 


DETAIL!! 


V'' ' 

vvV>^‘' 






cy 

/■/ 






APPROVEDIAN 

FORWAROEl 


On Septembe^^lL, 195l» ®- check was 
maintained of all flights arriving at 
International Airport, New York City, 
commencing with the first Trans World 
Airlines'flight at 7:15 a.m. The 
^subject arrived at 12:15 p.m. on Plight 
93-A of Trans World Airlines. He was 
travelling alone and was hot met by anyone, 
His baggage consisted of one metal hand¬ 
bag and one canvas' zipper-bag. His 
baggage was checked through Customs. 

BETHE left Idlewlld Airport at 12:55 p.m.^ 
travelling by taxicab, and arrived at 

ENCLOfeURE 


r iAL Agent 
IN Charge 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

5 .^ Bureau (Enc. 1) 
'I- Al^n^ (Enc. 1) 
2- NefvrYork 




OCT 11 1951 

ri>' 


- 



CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONSENTS ARE LOANED. TO YOU BY THE FBI AND aS NOT TO BE DISTRIBl]?^ OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. . 

^ U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRIttTING OrpiCI ld-^.59265-1 
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Cryders Point at 2;Q0 o. m. 
named Michels, by 


TTo gf-avafS n-h a boarding house 


It is noted that Cryders Point is a small section 
in Beechurst, consisting of about ten homes in a private 
location on a private road. 

The subject travelled by taxicab from Cryders 
Point to La Guardia Airport, and left on Plight 129 of American 
Air Lines at 9:30 p.m., enroute to Chicago, 

On September 26, 1951, DENNIS^I^ANAGAN, Jditor 
of the magazine. “S cientific American,” was interviewed by 


j— 


<0 


SA 


3 


nd the writer. 


t- 


f- 

L_ 


FLANAGAN stated that he met BETHE in connection 
with'^an.-article of BETHE’S whlcW was published by the 
”Scl'entific American." FLANAGi!^ explained that he had been 
advised by a friend, one EUGEN^^ABINOWITCH of the Staff of 
the "Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists," that BETHE had written^ 
an anticle on the hydrogen bomb. FLANAGAN advised that the ^ 
"Bulletin of Atomic Scientists'.' is published in Chicago by C 
the. Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists and has a circu- 5 .’? 
lation of about 15,000 copies per month. He also advised that -{ 
RABINOWITGH was a Professor of Physics at the University of 
Illinois .and was a co-editor of the "Bulletin." RABINOWITCH 
suggested to FLANAGAN that the "Scientific American" might 
like tt)_j)ublish BETHE*S article. FLANAGAN advised that he 
read the subject's article and BETHE gave him pei*ralssion to 
have -it published. gg 
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FLANAGAN said that, when BETHE prepared the 
Urtlcle, he had it mimeographed and circulated about twenty 
Copies among his friends and among other people to havp i t 
p ,1 eared - BETHE sent one copy of the article to 


n the article was sent td 
'^id not see it until the 


one of the five membe rs of th e Atomic Energy Comraissio 


he was away on vacation 
■scientific American” had set up 1 
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the artlcle—aniUiad rim off about 5>000 copies. The article 


Jon a personal basis and, as a result, it 


was sent to_ 

was not examined by any ot her member of the Atomib Energy 
Comm-^ssinri durin g) I absence, FLANAGAN stated th'at, 
when 


ead the article, he felt that it contained 
certain material which diould not be published. FLANAGAN 
advised that the Atomic Energy Commission destroyed the 
printing plates on the article and confiscated the 5>000 
copies of the magazine that had been run off. PLAI\fAGAN 
stated that none of the original copies of the magazine which 
was published in April, 1950, was delivered to the news stands, 


b6 
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FLANAGAN stated that he talked with BETHE about 
deleting the objectionable passages and they made several 
deletions. The Atomic Energy Commission then approved the 
article in its corrected form. 


FLANAGAN advised that the article was a non¬ 
technical article on why BETHE did not want the United States 
to manufacture the hydrogen bomb. FLANAGAN stated that, since 
the article was not technical, it did not occur to BETHE that 
the information was not generally known. FLANAGAN stated that 
BETHE opposed the manufacture of the hydrogen bomb because he, 
BETHE, felt that this country could get by with the atom bomb 
and that, in manufacturing the hydrogen bomb, we would have 
to manufacture fewer atom bombs, FLANAGAN stated that he -- 

believed that BETHE*S feelings were of a technical nature 
rather than a political' nature. 

FLANAGAN made available a copy of the April, 

1950» issue of the "Scientific American," and photostatic 
copies of the article by BETHE were prepared, one copy of 
which is being forwarded to the Bureau and Albany as enclosures 
herein. 

FLANAGAN stated that he believed that BETHE had 
been cleared for classified work during the war and that 
he did not know his political beliefs. 

On September 27, 1951, Dr. JOHN R. DUNNING, 

Dean of the School of Engineering, Columbia University, New York 


- 3 - 
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City, ■was -interviewed, by SaI 


egid the writer. 


Dr. DUNNING stated #hat' he was, familiar .with the 
"Scien'bific.Ameriean,” and believed that it is the foremost 
magazine of its type in' the co\m'fcry,. He stated that it is-.; ^6 ' 
not a, "left-wing magazine" and, as a matter c^.fact, takes b 7 c 
no political-positibn, . . 

Dr. D'NNNiNG stattd .that he was familiar with'the 
circimistances surrpimding'-t^^ publication of the subjept's 
, article in the "Scientific. American,” and believed that the 
facts were the; same as-thos.e mentioned by D33NNIS PLANAGAN, 

He stated that any. further inquiries in this regard to establish 
the ■circumst^ces bf^ the ...publi of the article could be 

confirmed by'discussing the same- witl j I of 

the Atomic Energy Commission ..at Washington, D«C*;.. 

Dr. D'QNNING stated that he knew Dr. BETHE, and that- 
he thought that BETHE had exercised "poor Judgement" in publish¬ 
ing the article. He stated that:he did not;believe that BETHE'S, 
opposition to the deye-lopment of the hydrogen bomb, w^l^s c^^ 
by any disloyalty to the United States. He’ further stated that. 
Dr. BETHE is, a very .capable scientist and is playing a foremost 
part: today in the development of the hydrogen bomb. 

ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU , (l) .' y, " . . 

. 1 - photostatl-G; copy of article'by HANS A. BETHE 

which appeared in the "Scientific American" 

ENCLOSURE TO . ALBANY. (1) . ,. 

1 - Photostatic copy of article by HANS'A. BETHE 
which appeared in. the "Scientific American" 
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Hydrogen Bomb: 


II 

/// n liich ihe leclinicaL and strategic discussion of Last 
issue is continued, and a proposal is made for a first 
step lotvard the international control oj atomic tveapons 


by Hans A. Bellie 


t \ST iMoulh IvOuis \. I^iclciiour pub¬ 
lic lied ail article on the hvdrogen 
* bomb in this magazine. Tlie dis- 
eiission is eon tinned in this second arti¬ 
cle because ol tlie tremendous impor- 
lanee of the issue. Hidenour descril.^ed 
the essential parts of tlie theory ol the 
nuclear reactions in the hydrogen bomb, 
and also discussed the hkely effects of 
the l)omb on our military security. I 
agree entirely wath his \a'e\\' that the cre¬ 
ation of the H-bomb makes our country 
more \'ulncrable rather than more se¬ 
cure. It remains lor me to discuss two 
tl’iings; On tlie technical side’ 1 shall try 
to clarily the many misconceptions tliat 
have crej;)t into the discussions of the 
H-bomb in the daily press. On tlie po¬ 
litical side, I wish to take up the moral 
issue and the incaning of tlie bomb in the 
general Ira me work of our foreign refa- 
I ions. 

Everybody who talks about atomic 
(‘iiergy knows Albert Eiiisteiir.s eipiation 
1’" -Mc': ciz., the energy release in a nu¬ 
clear reaction can lie calculated from 
the decrease in mass. In the fission of 
the uranium nucleus, one tenth of one 
per cent of the mass is conyerted into 
energy; in tlie fusion of lour hydrogen 
nuclei to form liclium, seven tenths of 
one per cent is so conv^erted. When these 
statements are made in newspaper re¬ 
ports, it is usually implied that there 
ought to be some way in which all the 
ma.ss of a nucleus could l^e coin^erted 
into energy, and that we are merely 
waiting for technical developments to 
make this practicab Needless to say, this 
is wrong. Physics is sufficiently far de- 


\'eloped to state that there will never be 
a way to make a proton or a neutron or 
any other nucleus simply disappear and 
conxert its entire mass into energy. It is 
true that there arc processes l>y which 
xai'ious smaller particles—positive and 
negative electrons and mesons—are an¬ 
nihilated, but all the.se phenomena in¬ 
volve at least one particle which does not 
normally occur in nature and therefore 
must first be created, and this creation 
process consumes as much energy as is 
a i te i \\'; i r d s 1 i be rated. 

All the nuclear processes from which 


EDITOirS NOTE 
The author is responsible only 
lor tlie statements that appear 
in the te.xt of tins article. The 
illustrations and the captions 
tliat acconijiany them were pre¬ 
pared by the editors. Tlie infor¬ 
mation contained in the illustra¬ 
tions was compiled on the basis 
of previously published material. 


energy can be tiblained involve the re¬ 
arrangement of protons and neutrons in 
nuclei, the protons and neutrons them¬ 
selves remaining intact. Hundreds of 
experimental investigations through the 
last 30 years have taught us how much 
energy can be liberated in each trans¬ 
formation, whether by the fission of 
heavy nuclei or the fusion of light ones. 
Jn the case of fusion, only the combina¬ 
tion of the very lightest nuclei can re¬ 
lease very large amounts of energy. 


Wlien four hydrogen nuclei fuse to form 
helium, .7 per cent of the mass is trans¬ 
formed into energy. But if four helium 
nuclei were fused into oxygen, the mass 
would decrease by only .1 per cent; and 
the fusion ol two silicon atoms, if it ever 
could occur, would release less than .02 
per cent of the mass. Thus there is no 
prospect of using elements of medium 
atomic weight for the release of nuclear 
('uergy, e\'cn in theor\\ 

T he main problem in the relea.se of 
nuclear energy in tho.se cases that we 
can consider serious!v is not the amount 
of energy relea.sed—this is always large 
enough—but whether there is a mecha¬ 
nism bv which the release can take place 
at a sufficient rate. This consideration is 
almost invariably ignored ))y science re¬ 
porters, who seem to be incurably fas¬ 
cinated bv E -Mc'. In fusion tlie rate of 
reaction is governed by entirely different 
factors from those in fission. Fi.ssion takes 
place when a nucleus of uranium or plu¬ 
tonium captures a neutron. Because the* 
neutron has no electric cliarge and is not 
repelled bv the nucleus, temperature has 
no important influence on the fi.ssion re¬ 
action; no matter how slow the neutron, 
it can enter a uranium nucleus and cause 
fission. In fusion reactions, on the other 
hand, two nuclei, both with positive elec¬ 
tric charges, must come into contact. To 
overcome their strong mutual electrical 
repulsion, the nuclei must move at each 
other with great speed. Ridenour e.x- 
j')lained how this is acliieved in the lab¬ 
oratory by giving very high velocities to 
a few nuclei. This method is very ineffi- 

















cient l)ecause it is highly unlikely that 
one of the fast projectiles will hit a target 
nucleus before it is slowed down by tlie 
many collisions with the electrons also 
present in the atoms of the target. There¬ 
fore the energy released by nuclear reac¬ 
tions in these laboratory experiments is 
always much less than the energy in- 
\'ested in accelerating the particles. 

The only known way that energy can 
be extracted from light nuclei by fusion 
is by thermonuclear reactions, i.a., those 
which proceed at exceedingly high tem¬ 
peratures. The prime example of such re¬ 
actions occurs in the interior of stars, 
where temperatures are of the order of 
20 million degrees Centigrade. At this 
temperature the av^erage energy of an 
atom is still only 1,700 electron volts— 
much less than the energies given to nu¬ 
clear particles in “atom smashers/’ But 
all the particles present—nuclei and elec¬ 
trons—hav^e high kinetic energy, so they 
are not slowed down by colliding with 
one another. They will keep their high 
speeds. Nevertheless, in spite of the high 
temperature, the nuclear reactions in 
stars proceed at an extremely slow rate; 
only one per cent of the hydrogen in the 
(t sun is transformed into helium in a bil¬ 
lion years. Indeed, it would be catastro¬ 
phic for the star if the reaction went 
much faster. 


The temperature at (lie center of a 
star is kept high and very nearly con¬ 
stant by an interplay of a number of 
physical forces. The radiation produced 
by nuclear reactions in the interior can 
escape from the star only with great dif¬ 
ficulty. it proceeds to the surface not in a 
straight line but l)y a complicated, zig¬ 
zag route, since it is constantly absorbed 
by atoms and re-emitted in new direc¬ 
tions. It is this slow escape of radiation 
that maintains the high interior tempera¬ 
ture, which in turn maintains the ther¬ 
monuclear reactions. Only a star large 
enough to hold its radiations for a long 
time can produce significant amounts of 
energy. The sun s radiation, for example, 
takes about 10,000 years to escape. A 
star weighing one tenth as much as the 
sun would produce so little energy that 
it would not be visible, and the largest 
planet, )iipitcr, is already so small that 
it could not maintain nuclear reactions 
at all. This rules out the possibility that 
the earths atmosphere, or the ocean, 
or the earth’s crust, could be set “on 
fire” by a hydrogen superbomb and the 
earth thus be conv^erted into a star. Be¬ 
cause of the small mass of the bomb, 
it would heat only a small volume of 
the earth or its atmosphere, and even 
if nuclear reactions were started, radia¬ 
tion would carry away the nuclear energy 


much faster than it dc\x‘lopcd, and the 
temperature would drop rapidlv so that 
the nuclear reaction would soon stop. 

11 thermonucleai' reactions are to be' 
initiated on earlli, one must take into 
consideration that any nuclear energ\' 
released will be carried away rapidlv b\’ 
radiation, so that it will not lie possilile 
to keep the temperature high for a long 
time. Therefore, if the reaction is to pro¬ 
ceed at all, it must proceed very qiiickK-. 
Reaction times of billions of years, like 
those in the sun, w'ould never lead to an 
appreciable energv release; we must 
think rather in terms of milliontlis of a 
second. On the other hand, on earth we 
Iiave a choice of materials: whereas the 
stellar reactions can use only the ele¬ 
ments tliat liaj:)pen to V)e abundant in 
stars, notably ordinary hydrogen, we can 
choose any elements we like for our 
thermonuclear reactions. We shall ol)- 
viouslv choose those with the highest 
reaction rates. 

The reaction rate depends first of all, 
and extremely sensitively, on the product 
of the charges of the reacting nuclei; tlie 
smaller this product, the liigher the re¬ 
action rate. The highest rates will there¬ 
fore be obtainable from a reaction !)e- 
tween two hvdrogcn nuclei, because h\’- 
drogen has the smallest possible cliarge 
—one unit. (The priiicipal reactions in 



BLAST EFFECT of prcscnl and |>roposed alomie 
weapons is projected on a map of New York City and 
tlie surrounding area. A uranium bomb set ofT above tlie 
Scientific American ofifice in mid town would cause se¬ 
vere destruction witliin a radius of a mile (.small circle) : 
a bydrogen bomli 1,000 times more powerful would 
cause severe deslruction within 10 miles (/r/rge circle). 


FLASH EFFECT of a hyfirogen I jo mb 1.000 times more 
powerful than ]»resen I Ijondjs woubl l>e relatively great¬ 
er than its blast enect. I be Hiroshima boiidi t aused 
fatal burns at distances u|> to 4,000 to 5,000 feet 
circle) . A bydrogen bomb would cause fatal burns at 
distances of 20 iiiiles or more (larp^t* e/re/e). 4’be inhabi¬ 
tants ot Chieago and its suburbs could t lius be wiped out. 
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H' + H’ —H^+e* 

• + • ^ 8 + • 

1.4 mev 

100,000.000.000 years 

H'+H' —He’+hv 

5mev 

.5 second 

5 + • —► + 'wv*' 



H’ + H’ —He' + hv 

CJ) + • -- ^ 

20 mev 

.05 second 

H'+H' —He’+n 

8 + 8 — 1P + 0 

3.2 mev 

.00003 second 

r+H' —H'+H' 

8 + 8 —V + * 

4 mev 

.00003 second 

H’+r—He‘+n 

9P + 8 — 8+0 

17 mev 

.0000012 second 

H’+H' —He‘+n + n 
9P+(?)— 18 + 0+0 

11 mev 

? 

• 


THE NUCLEAK REACTIONS involvinii; ilic lUrec i:^oto|>(^s of li> dio-eii, B\ 
fl' ( deutf'riMin) and M' Itritiinii) illnsiralo a fninlanicrUal consiiloration in 
makinii a liy^Iro^cn l>ond). I Ijr rrartion? are at left, the energy released l)y 
eaeli is in center, the linn: re^jvilrei! iVn' each is at riirlu. The reactions in- 
vtdvinji the heavier isotopes of hydrn^en proceed at a mneh faster rale. 


stars are between carbon, of charge six, 
and hydrogen.) We can choose any of 
the three hydrogen isotopes, of atomic* 
weight one (proton), two (deiiteron) or 
three (triton). These isotopes undergo 
different types of nuclear reactions, and 
the reactions occur at different rates. 

The fusion of two protons is called the 
proton-proton reaction. It has long been 
known that this reaction is exceedingly 
slow. As Robert E. Marshak stated in his 
‘ article, “The Energy of Stars,” in the 
January issue of this magazine, the pro¬ 
ton-proton reaction takes 100 billion 
years to occur at the center of the sun. 
Ridenour pointed out that the situation 
is quite different for the reactions using 
only the heavy isotopes of hydrogen: 
the deuteron and triton, A number of 
reported measurements by nuclear 
physicists have shown that the reac¬ 
tion rates lor this type of fusion are 
high. 

A further variable governing the rate 
of the reaction is the density of the ma¬ 
terial. The more atoms there are per unit 
volume, the higher the probability for 
nuclear collisions. 

It is also well known, as Ridenour 
noted, that the reactions would require 
enormous temperatures. Whether the 
temperature necessary to heat heavy hy¬ 
drogen sufficiently to start a thermonu¬ 
clear reaction can be achiev^ed on the 
earth is a major problem in the develop¬ 
ment of tlie M-bomb. To find a practical 
way of initiating H-bombs will require 
much research and considerable time. 

W HAT would be the effects of a hy¬ 
drogen bomb? Ridenour pointed 
out that its power would be limited only 
by the amovmt of heavy hydrogen that 
coukl he carried in the bomb. A bomb 
carried by a submarine, for instance, 
could be much more powerful than one 
carried by a plane. Let us assume an 
If-bomb releasing 1,000 times as much 
energy as the Hiroshima bomb. The ra¬ 
dius of destruction by blast from a bomb 
increases as the cube root of the increase 
in the bomb s power. At Hiroshima the 
ladius of severe destruction was one 
mile. So an M-bomb would cause almost 
complete destruction of buildings up to a 
radius of 10 miles. By the blast effect 
alone a single bomb coukl obliterate al¬ 
most all of Greater New York or Moscqw 
or London or any of the largest cities of 
the world. But tliis is not all; we must 
also consider the heat effects. About 30 
per cent of the casualties in Hiroshima 
were caused by flash burns due to the 
intense Inirst of heat radiation from the 
bomb. Fatal I^urns were frerjuent up to 
distances of 4,000 to 5,000 feet. Tlie 
radius of licat radiation increases with 
power at a higher rate than that of blast, 
namely by the sfjuare root of the power 
instead of the cube root. Thus the 11- 
bomh would widen tlic range of fata! 
heat bv a factor of 30; it would Inirn 
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people to death over a radius of up to 
20 miles or more. It is too easy to put 
down or read numbers without under¬ 
standing them; one must visualize what 
it would mean if, for instance, Chicago 
with all its suburbs and most of their in¬ 
habitants were wiped out in a single 
flash. 

In addition to blast and lieat radiation 
tliere a’re nuclear radiations. Some of 
these are instantaneous; they are emitted 
l:>y the exploding bomb itself and may 
be absorbed by the bodies of persons in 
the bombed area. Others are delayed; 
these come from tlie radioactive nuclei 
formed as a con.seqiience of the nuclear 
explosion, and they may be confined to 
the explosion area or widely dispensed. 
The bombs, both A and H, emit gamma 
rays and neutrons while tliey explode. 
Either of these radiations can enter the 
body and cause deatli or radiation sick¬ 
ness, It is likely, however, that most of 
the people who would get a lethal dose 
of radiation from the 11-bomb would be 
killed in any case ])y flasli burn or by 
collapsing or burning buildings. 

There \vould also be persistent radio¬ 
activity. This is of two kinds: tlie fission 
products formed in the bomb itself, and 
the radioactive atoms formed in the en¬ 
vironment by tlie neutrons emitted from 
the bomb. Since the H-bomb must be 
triggered by an A-bomb, it will produce 
at least as many fission products as an 
A-bomb alone. The neutrons produced 
by the fusion reactions may greatly in¬ 
crease the radioactive effect. They would 
be absorbed by the bomb case, by rocks 
and oilier material on the ground, and 
by the air. The bomb ca.se could be so 
designed that it would become highly 
radioactive when disintegrated by the 
explosion. These radioactiv'c atoms 
would then be carried by the wind over 
a large area of the liombed country. Tlie 
radioactive nuclei formed on the ground 
would contaminate the center of the 
bom])ed area for some time, but prolv 
ablv not for very long because the con¬ 
stituents of soil and l>uiklings do not 
form manv long-lived radioactive nuclei 
by neutron capture. 

.Xcutrons released iu the air are finally 
captured by nitrogen nuclei, which are 
thereby transformed into radioactive car¬ 
bon J/i. This isotope, however, has a long 
half-liie—5,000 years—and therefore its 
radioactivity is relatively weak. Conse¬ 
quent! v even if many ]:>ombs were ex¬ 
ploded, it is not likely that the carbon 14 
would become dangerous. 

T he decision to proceed with the de¬ 
velopment of livdrogen boml)S lias 
l)een made. I believe tliat this decision 
scttle.s only one question and rai.ses a 
Imndred in its place. What will the bomh 
do to our strategic position? Will it re¬ 
store to us the superiority in armament 
that w'e possessed lielore the Russians 
obtained tlie A-boml)? Will it improve 




our chances of winning the next war if 
one should come? Will it diminish the 
likelihood that we should see our cities 
destroyed in that war? Will it serve to 
avert or postpone war itself? How will 
the world look after a war fought with 
hydrogen bombs? 

1 believ^e the most important question 
is the moral one: Can we who have al¬ 
ways insisted on morality and human 
decency between nations as well as in¬ 
side our own country, introduce this 
weapon of total annihilation into the 
world? The usual argument, lieard in the 
frantic week before the President’s deci¬ 
sion and frequently since, is tliat we are 
fighting against a country which denies 
all the human values we cherish, and 
that any weapon, however terrible, must 
be used to prevent that country and its 
creed from dominating the world. It is 
argued that it would be better for us to 
lose our lives than our liberty, and witli 
this view I personally agree. But 1 be¬ 
lieve this is not the elioice facing us 
here; I believe that in a war fouglu witli 
hydrogen bombs we would lose not only 
many lives but all our liberties and hu¬ 
man values as well. 

Whoever wislics to use tlic hydrogen 
bomb in our conflict witli the U.S.S.R., 
either as a threat or in actual warfare, is 
adhering to the old fallacy that the ends 
justify the means. The fallacy is tlie more 
obvious because our conflict witli tlic 
U.S.S.R. is mainly about means, it is the 
means that the U.S.S.R. is using, both in 
dealing with her own citizens and with 
other nations, that we abhor; we have 
little quarrel with the professed aim of 
providing a decent standard of living for 
all. We would invalidate our cause if we 
were to use in our fight means that can 
only be termed mass slaughter. 

We liclievc in personal liberty and 
human dignity, tlie value and impor¬ 
tance of the individual, sincei-ity and 
openness in the dealings between men 
and between nations, prosperitv lor all 
and peace based on mutual trust. All this 
is in great contrast to the methods whicli 
the Soviet Government uses in pursuing 
its aims and which it believes necessary 
in the “beginning pliase” of Communism 
—which by now has lasted 33 years. 
Regimentation of the private lives of all 
citizens, systematic education in spying 
upon one’s friends, laitliless shifting of 
populations regardless of tlieir personal 
ties and preferences, inliuman treatment 
of prisoners in labor camps, suppression 
of free speech, falsification of liistory in 
dealing lioth with tlieir own citizens and 
with otlier nations, violation of promises 
and treaties and the distorted interpreta¬ 
tions offered in excuse of tliese viola- 
tion.s—tliese arc some of the methods of 
the U.S.S.R. which are liateful to the 
people of the Western World. But if we 
wish to fight against these methods, our 
methods must be clean. 

We believe in peace ba.sed on mutual 


trust. Shall we achieve it by using hy¬ 
drogen bombs? Shall we convince the 
Bussians of the value of the individual 
by killing millions of them? If wc fight 
a war and win it with H-bombs, what 
history will remember is not the ideals 
we were figliting for but the methods we 
used to accomj'ilish them. These meth¬ 
ods will be compared to the warfare ol 
Genghis Khan, who ruthlessly killed 
everv last inlialiitant of Persia. 

W HAT would an all-out war fought 
w'itii liydrogen bombs mean? Jt 
would mean the obliteration of all large 
cities and probably of many smaller ones, 
and the killing of most of tlieir inhabi¬ 
tants. After such a war, nothing that re¬ 
sembled present civilization would re¬ 
main. The fight for mCM*c survival would 
dominate everytliing. The destruction of 
the cities might set technology back a 
hundred years or more. Jn a generation 
even the knowledge of technology and 
science might disappear, because there 
would he no ojiportunity to practice 
tliem. Indeed it is likely tliat technologv 
and science, liaving brought such utter 
misery upon man, would be suspected 
as works of the devil, and that a now' 
Dark Age would liegin on earth, 

We know what physical desti uction 
does to tlic moral values of a people. Wc 
have .seen how manv Germans, alrcadv’ 
demoralized by the Nazis, lost all sense 
of morality wlien during and after the 
war the bare necessities of file, food, 
clolliing and shelter were lacking. De¬ 
mocracy and human decency were emp¬ 
ty words; there was no reserve strengtli 
left for such luxuries. If we have learned 
any lesson from tlie alterniath of ^\^)rld 
War n, it is that pliysical dcslruetion 
brings moral destruction. 

We liave also learned that prosperity 
is the i)est shield against coinmunisin and 
dictatorslu'p, and in this knowledge we 
have poured billions into Western En- 
I'opc to restore lier economy. This gen¬ 
erosity has won us inure Iriends than 
any tiling else we luvve done. IhiV alter 
tlie next war, if it were fought with 
atomic and liydrogen bombs, our own 
country would be as griev^onsly de¬ 
stroyed as Europe and tlie U.S.S.R., and 
we could no longer alforcl such generosi¬ 
ty. It would be everyone lor himsell, 
and everyone against tlie otlier. 

It is ironical tliat the U. S. of all 
countries should lead in developing such 
methods ol warfare. Tlic military meth¬ 
ods adopted by this nation at the outset 
of the Second Woi’ld War had tlie aim 
of conserving lives as mucli as possilile. 
Determined not to repeat tlie slaughter 
of the First World War, during which 
hundreds of tliousands of siildicrs were 
sacrificed in fruitless frontal attacks, the 
U. S. liigh command substituted war liv 
machines lor war l)y unprotected men. 
But tlic hydrogen bomb carries meeliani- 
cal warfare to ultimate absmzlity in 
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defeating its own aim. InstqJid oi sav¬ 
ing lives, it takes many more lives; in 
place of {)ne soldier wlio would die in 
battle, it kills a hundred noncombatant 
civilians. Surely it is time for us to re¬ 
consider what our real intentions are. 

One may well ask: Why advance such 
arguments with rercrence to the H-l)oml:) 
and not atomic boml)s in general? Is an 
atomic bomb moral and a hydrogen 
iromb immoral, and il so, where is tlie 
dividing line? I belie\'e there was a deep 
feeling in this country right after the war 
that the use of atomic l)ombs in |aj)an 
had been a mistake, and that these bombs 
should be eliminated from national arma¬ 
ments. This feeling, indeed, was one of 
the prime rcMSons lor President Truman’s 
offer of international control in 1945. 
Wc know that the negotiations for con¬ 
trol have not led to success iis yet. But 
our inability to eliminate atomic bombs 
is no reason to introduce a bomi) wijich 
is a thousand times worse. 

When atomic l)ombs w^ere first intro¬ 
duced, there was a general feeling that 
tl^ev represented something new, that 
(lie thousandfold increase of destructive 
power from bloeklnister to atom bomb 
i-e(|uired and made possible a new ap¬ 
proach. The step from atomic to hydro¬ 
gen bombs is just as great again, so we 
have again an equally strong reason to 
seek a new approach. We have to think 
how wc can save luimanity from this ul¬ 
timate di.saster. And we must break the 
I lab it, which seems to liav^e taken hold 
of this nation, of considering every 
w'capon as‘just anotlier piece of ma¬ 
chinery and a fair means to win our 
struggle with tiie U.S.S.H. 

I HAVE reviewed the moral issues 
that should deter us from using hy¬ 
drogen boinl)s even if we were sure that 
we alone would have them, and that 
they would contribute to, our victory. 
As Ridenour explained, the situation is 
lather the opposite. We can hardly ex- 
l^ect to have a monopoly on hydrogen 
bombs. If w^e ever bad anv illusions 
al)out this, the events of the past few 
months sliould have destroyed them. 
1’Iic U.S.S.H. has the atomic bomb. She 
W'as undoubtedly lielped in her efforts 
by tlie secret information she received 
from Klaus Fuchs, which presumably 
included many of the vital Tsecrets’' 
of our project. But knowing how a 
group of scientists put the bomb to¬ 
gether would not by itself enable a na¬ 
tion to make one. If Fuchs had giv^en his 
information to Spain, for instance, it 
would hardly have been understood; it 
would presumably not have l)een used, 
and even if used it would almost cer¬ 
tainly not have led to success. The prime 
requirements for the job still are a group 
of highly capable scientists, a country 
determined to make the weapon and a 
great industrial effort. We know now, if 
wc ever doubted it, tliat the U.S.S.H. 


lias all of these. For the Soviet scidntists 
the information must simply have re¬ 
solved many doubts as to which steps to 
take next and saved a number of costly 
and futile parallel developments. 

Tlicir obvious competence will pre¬ 
sumably again bring success to the Hus- 
sians when they try to develop the H- 
bomb. Vet their decisions and their suc¬ 
cesses are not independent of our own. 
Our decision to make the H-bomb, w hich 
sliow'-ed that w^e considered the jiroject 
feasible, mav w'ell have prompted them 
io take tiie same decision. For this rea¬ 
son I think that onr decision, if taken at 
all, should have been taken in secret. 
I bis became impossible, liow'cver. w'hen 
tlie advocates of the H-liornl) used pub¬ 
lic statements as a means of exerting 
pressure on the President. If the Russians 
were already w-orking on the H-lxiinb 
iiefore our decision, they wall now liave 
increased their effort. 

It is impossible to predict w'liethcr w'e 
or the Russians wall have the hydrogen 
bomb first. We like to assume that w^e 
shall. If so, I refuse to believe that the 
U. S. waiuid start a preventive wair. That 
wanild violate all the fundamental lie- 
liefs of this nation, and that these beliefs 
are still strong is showai by the history 
of the past four years: although w-e had 
^ a monopoly of the atomic bomb w^e did 
not start a w^ar. Clearly, then, the time 
wall come w4ien both the U.S.S.H. and 
this country wall have H-bombs. Then 
this country will be much more vulner- 
able tiian the U.S.S.H.: as Ridenour ex¬ 
plained, we have many more large cities 
that w^ould be inviting targets, and many 
of these lie near the coast so that they 
could ])e reached l^y submarine and per¬ 
haps a relatively short-range rocket. I 
think it is therefore correct to say that 
the existence of the hydrogen bomb wall 
give us military weakness rather than 
strength. 

B ut, say the advocates of the bomb, 
W'hat if the Russians obtain the 
H-bomb first? If the Russians have the 
l)omb,' Harold Urey argued in a speech 
just before the President’s decision, they 
may confront us with an ultima turn to 
surrender. J do not believe we w'oukl 
accept such an ultimatum even if we did 
not have the H-bomb, or that we w'ould 
need to. I doubt that the hydrogen 
lx)mb, dreadful as it would be, could 
wan a war in one stroke. Though it might 
devastate our cities and cripple our 
ability to conduct a long war with all 
modern weapons, it would not seriously 
affect our power for immediate retalia¬ 
tion. Our atomic bombs, whether '‘old 
style’’ or hydrogen, and our planes would 
presumably be so distributed that they 
could not all be wiped out at the same 
time; they would still be ready to take 
off and reduce the country of the ag- 
gre.ssor to at least the same state as our 
owui. Thus the large bomb would bring 


untold destruction but no decision. I 
believe tliat “old-fashioned” A-bombs 
w'ould be sufficient to even the score 
in ease of an initial Soviet attack wulh 
I l-bombs on this country. In fact, be¬ 
cause of the greater number available, 
A-bombs may well be more effective in 
destroN'ing legitimate military targets, 
ijicluding production centers. H-bombs, 
after all, w'ould be useful only against 
the largest targets, of w4iich there are 
\'erv lew^ in the U.S.S.H. 

So w^c come finally to one reason, and 
only one. that can justify our building 
tlie H-boml3; namely, to deter the Rus¬ 
sians Irom using it against us, if only for 
lear of our retaliation. Our possession 
of the bomb might po.ssiblv put us in a 
better position if the U.S.S.H. should 
present us wfith an ultimatum based 
their possession of it. in other w-ords, the 
one purpose of our development of the 
l)oml) would be to prevent its use, not to 
use it. 

U tliis is our reason, wx‘ can contribute 
mucli to the peace of tlie w'orld Iw stat¬ 
ing this reason openlv. This could be 
done in a declaration, either by Congress 
or l)y the President, that the U. S. wall 
never lie the first to use the hydrogen 
lioml), that we waxild employ the w'eap- 
on only if it w’ere used against us or 
one of our allies. A pledge of this kind 
w'as proposed in a press statement by 12 
jihysicists, including myself, on Feb¬ 
ruary 4. It still appears to me as a prac¬ 
tical step towaird relief of the interna¬ 
tional tension, and towaird freedom from x 
(ear lor the wa)i'ld. The pledge wa)uld 
indicate our desire to avoid needless 
tlestruction; it w'oulcl reduce the likeli- 
liood of the use of the hydrogen bomb 
in the case of wair, and it w^ould hu-gely 
eliminate the danger that fear of the 
H-bomb itself would precipitate a wair. 

If w^e do not make this pledge, tlie 
iiydrogen bomb w^oiild almost surely be 
used. Once w^ar broke out, our military 
leaders waxild be blamed, in the absence 
of a pledge, if they did not immediately 
initiate a full-scale hydrogen-bomb at¬ 
tack. But if such a pledge existed, they 
would be blamed if they did use tlie 
bomb first. To be sure, the pledge might 
not be relied on by our adversaries, lx.it 
at least it would create a doubt in their 
minds and they might decide to wait 
and see. Perhaps they would not wish to 
provoke the certain use of the Iximb bv 
dropping the first one. Moreover, if they 
started a war, they would probably hope 
to capture our country and to exploit 
its w'ealth ratlier than to conquer a heap 
of rubble. 

VVe have proposed unilateral action 
rather than an international treaty on 
this pledge. VVe have done this because 
negotiations with the U.S.S.H. are known 
to be long and frustrating. A unilateral 
pledge involving only this country could 
be made quickly, and it could not again 
lead to the disappointment of a break- 
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:lo\vn of negotiations. On the other ]iancl, 
vve certainlv would not want to exclude 
-i pact with the U.S.S.R. on this subject. 
This might be the first point on which 
the two countries could agree, and this 
in itself would be important. 

Obviously the pledge can only be a 
first step. What we really want is a 
workable agreement on atomic energy, 
AS part of our eflorts toward a lasting 
peace. Much has been said in the last 
few weeks about new negotiations on 
atomic control. Opinions vary from that 
of Senator J3rien McMahon, who pro¬ 
posed to spend $50 billion for rehabili¬ 
tation of war-devastated countries in¬ 
cluding the U.S.S.R. in exchange for an 
atomic settlement, to thaU of Senator 
Millard Tydings, who declared that an 
atomic settlement would not be iiccept- 
able to this country unless it was coupled 
with general disarmament, which he has 
advocated for a long time. Roth of these 
viewpoints, and those of many other 
Senators, show the desire of this coun¬ 
try for some agreement. At the same 
time there are persistent reports, clearly 
indicated in recent dispatches from the 
New York Titues correspondent in Mos¬ 
cow, that the Russians might like to 
negotiate. It seems to me that too much 
is at stake to miss any such opportunity. 

O N the other hand, President Truman 
voiced the fears of many of us when 
he stated recently that there is no se¬ 
curity in agreements with the Russians 
because they break them at will. He re¬ 
ferred to tlie agreements of Yalta and 
Potsdam in 1945. Since then we have 
learned much about Soviet metliods, and 
tlie Russians have found that we do not 
retreat as easily as they apparently im¬ 
agined in 1945. This more realistic mu¬ 
tual appraisal makes it much more likely 
that we could now come to arrangements 
which neither side would regret after¬ 
ward. Obviously in any negotiation 
each side must be willing to make con¬ 
cessions and to consider primarily pro¬ 
posals directed *to mutual advantage 
rather than superiority over the other. 

The situation in atomic energy has 
changed, both because of the Soviet de¬ 
velopment of the A-bomb and because 
of our decision on the H-bomb. To leave 
atomic weapons uncontrolled would l>e 
against the best interests of both coun¬ 
tries. If we can negotiate seriously witli 
the U.S.S.R., the .scope of the negotia¬ 
tions should probably be as broad as 
possible. But the situation would be 
greatly eased even if we could agree 
only to eliminate the greatest menace to 
civilization, the hydrogen bomb. 



Hans A. Bethc, from 1943 to 1946 
chief of the theoretical physics 
division at the Los Alamos Sci¬ 
entific Laboratory, is professor 
of physics at Cornell University. 


THE TIME REQUIRED for ihc nuclear reactions between dculerons (\\~ 
nuclei) and each of the three hydrogen isotopes is plotted against toinpcra- 
turc. The vertical cooialinatc is in seconds; tlie horizontal coordinate in 
millions of degrees Centigrade. Deuteron-triton reaction proceeds fastest. 
Sun’s tcnipcralure is 6,000 degrees at surface, 20 million degrees at renter. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



SUBJECT: HANS ALBRECHl 
ESPIONAGE - R 


% 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: October 23, 1951 

Tol8on__ 

Ladd__ 

Clegg_ 

ALL IHFOEMATION COHTAIHED oi»vin_ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Rosen 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/TJC/LP/DCG/Rl.J ^-acyZ 

Harbo_ 

Beljnont_ 
Mohr_ 


PURPOSE: 


Tele. Room_ 

Nea8e___ 

Gandy__ 


To recommend that the attached photostatic copies of a 
chart and mathematical formulae found as a result of the baggage 
search of Bethe at the time of his return from Europe on Septembe: 
16, 1951> be examined by AEG to determine the nature and importanc 
thereof. 


DETAILS: 


Dr. Hans Albrecht Bethe, concerning whom the Bureau is |_ 

presently conducting a discreet investigation, returned from Europe 
on September I6, 1951* At the time of his arrival at the Port of 
New York a customs baggage search was made of his possessions and 
photostatic copies, of various manuscripts, letters and mathematical 
formulae were obtained by the Bureau. 

Inasmuch as Dr. Bethe was not interviexved concerning these 
documents the New York Office has suggested that the Bureau may desjj^^ 
to have a chart and various mathematical formulae examined by AEG ir]37(3 
an effort to determine the exact natiire and importance of these docu¬ 
ments . 


REGOMMENDATION: 


To recommend that Liaison make the attached photostatic 
copies of a chart and mathematical formulae available to AEG for an 
appropriate examination with the request that they promptly advise 
the Bureau as to the exact nature and the importance of these documents. 
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, ;^:%rANDARO FORM no; 64 


Ce JS/LemoTmiduffl • united staSs government 


TO i DIRECTOR i 'FBI 

/^^FROM ■; SAC, CHICAGO. 


DATE: November 2, 1953- 


.,sObjecT:-v hANS ALBRECHT BETHE ■■ 

' ‘ internal SEaCRITY - R 
. • ESPIONAGE - R ' 




ALL' IlJFpKHA^ldH COHTAIIEP' ../ • 
HEREIIJ-IS UHCLAS3IFIED V , 

DATE- 09-;29-2006 BY 603.22ATC/LP/'DdG,/Rin 


Re Bulets to Albany dated/9/5/^1,. and 9/11/5^^ New York 
teletype dated- 9 / 16 / 51 , dhd Chicago teletype dated 9/18/51. 

Atj_JJ_L£i£_JE—Jfl——Gaiitral Rtanda-r»d Titna. r>n Sftr|i-.ftTnheT» .16, 1951, 

Sa I _____|observed the 

subject, as identified from a photograph, arriving at 
Municipal Airport .on American Air Lines, Plight 129. After 
making return reseryations, which were ascertained by the 
Air Lines to be Pli^t 120 departing Chicago for Detroit at 
2:^0 P.M., Central Standard Time^ on September 19, 1951# and 
for Plight 716 from Detroit to Buffalo, New York, departing 
Detroit at 5s05 P. M. on September 19, 1951, BETHE obtained 
his Ixiggage. ■ 

On September .19, 1951, SA_observed BETHE 

departing Chicago from the Mimicipal Airport oh Plight 120 
via American Air. Lines at 3:15 P. M., Central Standard Time. 

The schedule of the International Conference on Nncle^ Physibe 
reflected that BETHE was' listed as a participant in a 2 P, M.b7c 
session of the conference on Monday, September 17, i95l» and 
as one who wovild give an auxiliary paper at a session at 
2;P, M. on September l8> 1951* 

On Septembe r 25, 1951 >___ 

I Physics Deparhtient a t the Ins ti tute for Nuclear 
jSJjidiaa_Ilniversity nf Chicago. I 

._ \, advised SA that he attended 

about half of the sessions or bne in-cernational Conference on 
Nuclear Physics hel d in the in stitute from. September- 17 to 
September 22, 1951^ | S tated that he is acquainted with' 

BETHE but only had one chance to talk with him dtiring the 
conference. He stated that as far as he could judge BETHE 
is a reasonably loyal person who is amon g the adviso ry group , 
of the "Bulletin of Atomic Scientists." T Impression is 


RKM;VMG ' 

65-3617 , . 

cc: Albany (100-12000) 
COPIES DESTROYED:' 

R 424 NOV 301900 
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^l)IR^qTORv FBI 


.'tv,.,.: -^isi I , ■ 

g^'--Js'; ■ 


-ml 




^a^^ETHE is' somewhat co^rvat^, ^seem|||(|^V9 
fiirik'^belief in democr^G^, 


mjlrmloeiieT in aemocrg^c^, aiiu 

W.ah^^United Sta;^s can decide^^^estionf^^V^ectly^l^^^ 


'^''%vJaed thSt he. did not ^ 
the ^R^^ ag^ ences' but he did kno;vJ? 4^-%. ^ 

^rmmbeP ^y defegfetes, ^ .■■ ^ ■ ' - ^ ' ■ * ' 

Is tate^'he .■'■'ob3erved';||©^*''^^^^'i*^y fT-rd °^^ '■■ 

:.i^^'yT:it^^;^^^:^^one was' v'- 
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E Lboi?aiteg)a?v;., a , of •ai:j]^©T9H^^eli#),ak,.li tf§, 

a -till;® ] I kni|^ BETlf 

cons lae^i^^ETlI#'-fed, be' a lbya^|fflerl»e?^;' and 3^414*“^, 
physios and '^kafciie- was ‘&<t 























OTANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office NLefi^andum • united states government 


TO. 

cr^ 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


: SAC, ALBANY (100-12000j^ 


/ SUBJECT: 


HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 
ESPIONAGE - R 


iaL lUFOW'IJkTION COHTADIED 

HERE III IS IWCLISSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/TJC/LP/DCG/Rl.J 


DATE: No:^ember 30, 1951 


The Bureau was previously advised that a report would be submitted 
in this matter by this office by November 15» 1951• It was not possible to 
submit a report by this date. Investigation in this matter is continuing and 
it is expected that a report will be submitted within the next two weeks. 

PFMtefv 


loLR.'^S 



i^ECORDED 




is; 


f/4. / 


I ^ ^ 

DEC 3 1951 

81 , 


<sJ-' ^ 










BD-72 » 

(1-1(M9) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DECLASSIFIED BY 6i:i322/TJC/LP/DCG/RliJ 


FORM NO. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT V 


REPORT MADE AT 


OM 09-29-2006 ' 


ALBANY 


DATE WHEN | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE BY 

made I , I 


BUFFALO, NEW YORK . 1 

y 

HANS ALBECHT EETHE 


IVIAWC, 1 * 

10/24,255 

12 / 6 / 51 ! 11 / 29/51 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


HGSWC Y . 

/ REQ. REC’D-Zy 




REP.x mK*-/4F-^ 


1 "I 


t, ^ ^ 


■l\EP’'s! Triy-k' 
-■BY...., . ■ 


ESPIONAGE - R 


_was to Dr. BETHE at Coriie 3 l<>^o“l 

TTnivfirsi.ty Physics DepT, lYom aept,, 1947 to July, 1948. 

_jadvises safe maintained in BETHE*s office used 

for storing all confidential material in possession of 
BETHE during this ner iod. She and Professors BETHE, 
MOR RISON an d | had access to this safe, SARANT^ 

and l I did not have access to. safe; hovrever, th^ be ^ 

worked under thfi dirp.n-M nr) n-r Dr, RETHR. Arin+hfiv sa-Pp. h,ir ' 
kept in outer office of | This b7D S 

safe used to store, cmfidential material belonging to 
Dr,'BETHE only in emergencies, , 

; UJ 

- Riro - c:" 


cd 

WJ pi 


V-o 

•C^' £=» I 


DETAIISI _ _ 

___advised that she v/as the] 

to Dr. HANS’-^ETHE^W fao" ■was connected with the Piiysics 
Depar'tment of Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, from September, 1947 
to July, 1948, 

- During the time that she worked in this canacity J 

_[stated that a file cabinet with a combination locking de-v ice was ' 

main'fcained in the office of Professor HA.NS BETHE, additicaa to | 
the folloxdng indi-viduals connected with the Physics Department of the 
University knew the combination of the safe and had ready access to it, 


APPROVED AND / 
FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT 
f IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


T*|' (¥^ .t? I- 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT \ 5 " iMfJhXtU " 3/ 

■■ ; 

1 - New York (Info,) ' 

I ' —- 

PROPERTY OF FBI—^This confidential report and its contents are loaned to you by the FBI >ci^are not to 

. « distributed outside of £ 7^110 _ 


pEXED ■! 


^ ft 

A'nru ^ 




D. 8. eOVEBNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1ft—60637“! 











agesct 

rE(^F£C 




b6 

hlC 

b7D 


BU 65-23 90 


Theae irdividun la vri-na P-rnfftfianr* H^S BETHE, ProfeSSOr PHTT.T.TTihTOnBRISON and 

____ this time, MORRISON and_lere 

connected with the staff of the Physics Department, She stated definitely ^70 
that she knows that these three individimls had access to the safe because 
she remembers all three of them nnnning .the safe at various times during the 
period of her emplcyment as Dr, BETHE,. 

She recalls distinctly that the combination of the safe was 
reset in Octobep or November, 1947 hy Professor ! I | 

BETHE J ^ h nd MOIHISON ha,d a cpess to this safe boiii before and alter the 

combination was reset by^_ 

stated that all confidential papers in the 
possession of Dr,. BETHE as a result of his connection with classified projects 
of the U, S, Government, as well as some of his personal papers, were kept 
in this safe and that Professor MORRISON kept some material, the identity 
of which she did not know but presu med it was perso nal material, in the second 
drawer from the bottom of this safe, | j was unable to specifically 

identify any of the confidential documents which vrere maintained by Professor 
BETHE in the safe in question,,, 

Relative to the project known as NEPA, she stated that the 
phrase NEPA is vagu ely familiar to her and t hat eh a is .quite confident that 
\diile employed as a she took some] on this _ nroiect, ^ How- 

ever, she could not recafi any specific details. . AlTSr taking on 

this or any other project] {were subsequently burned. She did not 

recall anything about a Lexington Report and could give absolutely no 
information concerning it. 

Relative to ALERF^^RANT anc j I she dieted that to 

the best of her knowledge, these individuals did not have the combination to 
this safe and she cannot recall ever having seen them opening the safe or 
being in the immediate vicinity wh en ths qaf e was opened bj'’ any other individual. 

She added, however, that BA RANT enr _the best of. her knowledge, were 

doing graduate work In the field or Phyaics imde r the dlr ectinn of Dr. HMS 
BETHE and that it appears to her that SARANT and| [were in very close 

contact with BETHE as a result of their research projects. She ms unable to 
cTTvo fiTiy information as to whether or not the research projects conducted by 

_land SAR/iNT were in any way connected with the confidential work with 

which Dr, BETHE ms engaged in flom time to time as a result of his position 
as Coordinator in the Physics Department, She explained Dr, BETHE‘s po sition 
hv ateting that the Physics Department itself was under the direction of ] | 

_I and th at the Nuclear Rese arch Branch of the Department was under 

the direction of atfrom about April, 1947, Dr, BETHELS position 
was that of a Coorainavox’ oeween oiiS Physics Department itself and the Nuclear 
Research Branch of the Department, 
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BU 65-2090 


Juras ttnable to state whether or not Dr, H/INS BETHE 


ever took any of the other members of the Physics Department into his confidence 
in connection with the classified projects on which he was working or whether 
or not the others even knew of his confidential work for the government* 



occasions did she ever have reason to believe that the mail was opened 
or tampered vri-th before it v/as delivered to either her custody or the 


custody of Dr, BETHE, 


eive the names of any individuals 

viio may^iave been employed as 

Ko Dr. BETHE1 

irhom she believes 


, and whom ShO 

* uuxiiuvuyj in that position^ 

/ 


ntTire.but that she never^ 

I for Dr. BEpiC_ 

emplo yed iJ _ 

was onel 


She did state, however, thal 
Iwas for a time employed as theI 


ddtia l by the name of 



to the best of her knov;ledge, naa aonq 

hall ey es that a woman only known uo ner as 
kfice 


,_and that a 

] but t hat none of these, to ^ne oest or ner Knovueage, 


had ever performeq [duties to Dr, BETHE nor did they have access 

to the safe maintained in Dr. BETHELS office. 


_plso stated that for some reason or other, the 

IRQ is familiar to her and that she has heard this, name and for 

Hnwevfir. she 


name of ROSEI^; 

some reason, connects it with her duties at Cornell Urpjieiiaijac, 
could not sta.te whether it was in connection with her 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


[_|to Dr, BETHE or whether it was the name of d StUdSht Ih tflO PhysiCS 

Department, She could not give the first name of this individual and stated 
that the full name of JULIUS ROSENBERG meant nothing to her whatsoever. She 
also stated that the names of WILLmM PERL, H4RRY GOLD and DAVID GREENGIASS 














BU 65-20 90 


are unfamiliar to her end that she has never heard these names in any 
connection whe-tsoever while she was employed at Cornell University, 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 








BU 65-2090 


ADMmiSmTIVE PAGE 


stated that she intends to leave 


Rochester, New York Immediately and that in the event it is necessary 4 
she can be contacted at her future residence« 


J36 

b7C 

b7D 


This report is being submitted in this case pursuant to 
directions contained in Albany ^letter to the Director (Bureau file 65-59242) 
dated September 28, 1951, in the case entitled, ’'ALFRED EPAMINONnAS SARANT, 
v;as.j ESPIONAGE - R". 



One copy of this report is being furnished to New York 
for information purposes in accordance with the instructions contained in 
the communication described immediately above. 


REFERENCE! Albany letter to Director dated 9/28/51, 
Buffalo letter to Director dated 10/18/51, 
New York teletype to Buffalo dated 10/22/51, 


- 5 - 




V 


o«: 




if 


IKp* BeljBOAt 

Itr* ResdA ^ 

EARS ALBRSCHT^^m 
RAflOlAL SGimm fOOntATlOV 

ACT - APPLICAIT 


Mr. WH ^ 
Ibf* lin»i 
Hr, !«•( _. 
8r» eallan 
Mr* JahA 


ALL INFORIIATIDM COHTAIIIErJ 

HEEEIM IS IHJCLASSIFI-ED 

DATE & 9 - 2 ’ 9 -j ;006 BY 60322 /TJC/LP/DCG/PJjJ 


Baeasaher 1951 


ptmposE 

To mqcioat tl&a Ifpionaga Saetion to prepara a 
MverexiAm refleetittg tlM liifonMitiott In Bnzvau fJLlea far 41a- 
aeaiinatloA to the latlonal Seienee fatUKlatien <m Bana AltM^eeiiit 
ietbat ia the anli;^et ef an eaplonage iBYeatigatlem* 


B«yAII,S 

A re^neat iuia Been reeeieeA fre« the Satienal SeieMe 
Fenadatlon for an inAlaea tdheek; ef Barean filea an IBUKa Alhreekt 
Bethe« Bathe ia the anhjaet 9t an aetire ei^ienac# iasreatigatlon 
«atitlaA* *lButa Alhrecht lethal Xntafsal Baavu^tjr - B« Bapiomi^a - X” 
and ia heing reported in Buwan file 


Aaeerding to an agra«aa»t with me Batioanl Seienae 
leundatien» raanlta of nana ahaaka are te he prenptly fumiahed that 
agena^ far me ptu^ae or deteradniaB mether or Mt a baakgreuad 
iBTeatigation ia ta be eenduetad* 

RJKKBXBggBAflQB 

That the Xapioaage Baetien prepare a blind neaMrandim 
aatting forth the infomation to bo diaaonlnatod te the Bational 
Beience Tonadation. I 


Wspd 

113-©/ 

oe t l/45-t0393 


Tolson_ 

Ladd_ 
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Rosen_ 
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itohr 
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1-05 PM 
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FBIy/CLBANY 12-6-51 

FBI , . , . ^ , .BRGENT 

HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESPIONAGE DASH R. REPORT PRESENTLY TBEI.,v.. 

b7C 

PREPARED IN THIS MATTER, AND SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY WEDNESDAY NEXT, i-! 

■ ■ ^ 





END 

1-06 PM OK FBI WA JMG 
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■■ MAM AmgmST^STMS . ' ^ 

AAtxomgMBmm rammriGlm::' 

ACT • ^ vm 


. cmtatntn§mtii^^^ti&n'gM'-0ppsari/ig:fm^W'^^^* .v 

to HanB 41i||ip^-t BtAh» 'MeAo -thik^^B^ionQtX '- 
■Spiena$ 'in. accowient»:mi^^^»tr Bptcijic 

requfBitX'-‘■ ,• y^ ^ 

':‘^o ftHi>tk9T recoimtind Ahat B^pien thin 
randum be BfB-iXdTij/^’madA atmildhXe h A»nU1lmni 4B0^ 

. General JaiWNI*'If*, ifci» /or 'li« 

MWM- '■ ■';■ ■'■ ' ■ ' ■ ■. ■ ■ S'" ’-., .; - ti 




In the dttdehed nemnrandum ^dn Mr, 

^ BeXnnnt ,■ if me TAqueeifed' that: m’ ap^i^pridte. ■ bXii^iMmao*- 
r&ndum ■'ha prepared eett ing fo rif'ffj# in/o MMi dn in 
■ BdfiXee fe^tipe to Hane AifrtiJAf ia^^l^e.entXg 
the aub'JedB'r^ an. eepionage^AhPeahth^ian*:.. It ode ■ indieata 
' .■. that this kMkh niemtandm pat the ■ ;• ':■ 

Mdtional:SPf^ee- fomdation pdfUiiamt tAA 
■■ organtaatiapf ' ' 

'•■' '$h0>PA^aGh9d .aeem^mdtan^ 

*ff info rmatiemt» mil as 

yY*‘ Bethe ae mt Phtained ae a readit: of::^9P^^^ imettigatton ■ 

■ (ii§^iS4l) . m^r the .impeetigatsad:h^n^0tt{fd in t^Puche*.. 

Uoaenherg reMted adeee* All e/Ahe t^rmti^^centaiaed 
therein h0pr*Pieueig been-.made-amihiihie ta-.'ImG* .<■... J 

: ; iJ^riiwiioC oo^tatstfcl; 

whieh ms djeueiaped ae a reeult of thP-Afpeetigation <yP6* 

- 'Fuohe^Beajmharg- caeee haa teen .preh^pppAh-^^^ ' 

to the PepartPeht in imiai4miyri0f:rim::in tho.ee'pm^f*'. 
PieeePinatihn ie being mde-to'-thh^BepgtPnent "pffhi^- repor 
■ ■ ■' mhioh are rth hesahmityted in . the^BethP^mpionagt :^te, ^ • 
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I I XaiMQr 
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•AL|g|l.IFOPIIATIOH C^mAIlED 
•Hrap J3,.UHCLA33IFIED / 
:d]W^09-29^2006 BY 6J0322/UC/LP/DC&/RU 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM : 


SUBJECT; 


MR* A. H. BELMONT 

. ,f'l/ I ■ 

V. P. KEAYy 

HANS ALBRECm^ETHE 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: December 6, 1951 


Reference is made to New York letter to the Bureau KarM_ 

dated October 10, 1951, in the above captioned matter* y'— 

Tele. Koo;a 

Referenced letter reflected that the subject’s - 

baggage was examined by Customs upon his arrival from Europe» - 

Among the materials observed were several pages of matheraati- \ 

cal formulae* Copies of these pages were made and forwarded ' 

to the Bureau. 

On October 24, 1951. Mr. Bartlett of the Liaison Unit y 

turned th ese copies over to|_ I 

I I Atomic Energy Commission, for aYdetermination to be ^6 

made by the AEC as to the importance of the mathematical formu^29* 

_I On November 30, 1951, these copies were returned to | | 

with the following explanation by AEC: - 

_ "The material was given to | 

I I Office of Classificatio n, on October 31. 1 ^51, 

for review* On November 26, 1951* 1 \ 

reported that he could not find anything in the notes 
containing Restricted Data* He indicated that the 
notes were unclassified studies of the scattering of 
charged particles by nuclei and that he could not find 
any reference to classified applications* He explained 
that the papers were working notes on an ’atomic 
collision’’ problem probably concerning ’potential 
. scattering’ of gamma radiation* The bulk of the notes 
concerned attempts to understand and evaluate certain 
A|P /| ’matrix elements’ which must be calculated for compari- 
• iVi y son with experimental results*" 


ACTION ; , 

is recommended that this memorandum, with its 
attachments, be routed to the Espionage Unit* ^ 


;,,aA 


ATTACHMENTS 
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^pM ; SAC ^ Albany (100-*12000) 

SUBJECT: HANS ALBRECHT "4etHE ‘ 
ESPIONAGE - R 








I is made to the attached report of 
I dated December 12, 195I. 


y y ■- 

^t-h6 


This report is being given a security classification of 
^ ’Ocerot ** due to information' set forth concerning NEPA 
and also due to the possible involvement of subject in 
Soviet espionage. 


^ ■ / . r 


'Information obtaihedfror 


was not 



As per Bureau instructions, information obtained from 
this source cannot be disseminated. 

It will be noted that subject has admitted close 
association and friendship with EMIL JULIUS KLAUS 
PUGHS. It is believed that it might prove of possible 
benefit to have PUGHS Interviewed through the Bureau’s 
liaison representative in London, England. 

i 

It will be noted that, as set forth in the intervi ew v/ith 
subject’s present 1 she 

maintains information in the safes located at subject’s 
office pertaining to the receipt and disposition of 
classified information and material. 


It will be noted thatl_ I was. interviewed at 

her residence since it was not thought advisable to 
interview her in subject’s office. As a consequence. 


PPM;hmm i< 

Encls. 

oci Albuquerque (EnciQ cd^^ 


Boston (Enel.) INBEXEii-i 
Buffalo (Enel.)(65-2090 
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Washington Field (Ends) 
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^ * S 


Letter to Director 


RE: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE, ESP. - R 


these charge-out and Inventory records were not avail¬ 
able, and again, it was not thought advisable to ask 
her to produce such records at any place other 'than ^ 
her' office. 


S'\': 


Accordingly, it Is suggested that the Bureau arrange 
with NEPA and/or AEG to have one of their representatives 
Inspect the contents of the safes in subject's office 
for the purpose of obtaining all information contained 
therein with reference' to the receipt and disposition 
of classified documents and material. 


It will hp nnt.pa that-, havp been set fprth to 

intervie w! I at UCLA, and also to 

In t e r V1 ew i 

Laboratory of Nuclear -Studies, Cornell University. 


The files of this offi ce bont aln no derogatory in form Ft, 

tlon identif iable with ! j who is a potential]__ 

leslgnated as a f acility , by the AEC .* The 
bureau IS requested to advlT^~Los Angele's and Albany 
■whether it is desired that these persons be interviewed, 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


1 rnvii tsJi rt n 9 j DV ■ ' n rw 

Subject, NirexT3trr’’tScientTst,. who was engaged in g 

the construction of-the A^om Bomb at Los. Alamos, New,Mexico, S 

has been employed as Profe'ssor of Physics, Cornell University g 

since 193,5» and presently resides at 209 White Park Road, 5 

Ithaca, R,'Y, Information obtained through a permissive search be 5 
of the residence of ALFRED SARANT, Ithaca, N.Y., on July 21, b7c> 
1950, reflected subject-sent a gift upon the birth of SARANT's / I 
m child on December 4, 1946. SARANT identified subject as an ’^l 

e ajindividual whom he met through his father-in-law, VICTOR K.D. ^ 
w pROSS, Ithaca'attorney, and v;ho was unsuccessful in gaining 
g ^SARANT's admission to-Cornell Graduate School. Subject, in an b2 
-^interview on July -28, 1950, advised that SARANT was introduced be ^ 

^ ROSS as a prpapectlve graduate student in February I 

^ onl946, but that he did /ot intercede for him for admission to '' 

^ i-'-’Cornell since he lacked the necessary qualifications. Subject 
denied being close friend of SARANT and'denied that SARANT 
^ l.;ever attempted to obtain any confidential information from him. 
Subject, when interviewed after the arrest of EMIL JULIUS , 1 > 

Klaus PUCHS, admitted friendship and association with FUCHS, -•5'/ 

In two interviews at that time, subject furnished conflicting /?/ 

■ informa'binn r,nnr,ern-ini7 a meeting with PUCHS in Schenectady,’ bo/ 
N.Y. on has advised that JULIUS - ^ - 

^ ROSENBEku. in r-urni suing -infnrrnotlnn to him concerning - ' 

identified subject as one of ^ [ontacts ^ p^e 

in n:naca. inviD GREENGLASS has admitted fiirhiShihg iubject's- o | 


ROSE! 


laca. 


;'urnisning information to him concf 
identified subject as one of I 
^ID GREENGLASS has admitted furhiSl 


to HARRY GOLD as a possible Soviet Espionage recruit. 


.^^sJune 4. 1Q4 
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2 - Los Angeles 

1 - Miami (Info.) 

2 ~ Newark 

3 - New York ( 65 -I 5836 ) 
2 - Washington Field 

4 - Albany (100-12000) 


and I _^dvised that ROSENBERG made two, trins tn Tthsea 

to pick up information from his -contact,|_| 

NEPA, nuclear energy for the propulsion of'aircraft, is a 
project undertaken by the government in 194?~ to det ermine 
the advisability of using atomic power in aircraft.| |has ' b 2 
advised that subject has been a consultant on this project be 

and has had in his possession various confidential reports b7c 

pertaining thereto. Investigation reflects subject has b7D 

two safes in his office at Cornell .University for the maintenance 
of classified material and documents, No information developed - 
indicating that SARANT, had access to this material. Present 
and former secretaries'of the subject interviewed concerning 
the manner in vjhich classified information ha been handled 
by subject. In an interviev; on July-28, 195 'subject furnished 
information at variance with'information furnished by present 
Secretary concerning her access to classified material in. his 
possession. Investigation reflects subject attended International 
Conference on Nuclear Physics- at University of Chicago from 
September 17 to September 19, 1951. No significant contacts 
noted. Subject wrote an article on the Hydrogen Bomb in the ■ 

April 1950 issue of "Scientific American" and publication was 
stopped by AEG on grounds that it contained classified informa¬ 
tion. . In a corrected article, subject,though critical of 
Russia, stated that the U.S. shoifLd never be the first nation 
to use the Hydrogen Bomb. During the previous investigation ^ ' 

of subject, associates described him as a loval American. __ 

and no derogatory Information developed.. I 

hros advised that he knew subject vrhile. at Corne l TT n :!vfersit y. 

_ I former em ployee of SARAOT and | | I 

I advised they recall no close, assocl^Mon 
between subject an’d SARANg?. Subject- not identified by Informants b7D 
as active in Communist Party activities at Cornell University. 
Correspondents and telephone contacts of subject set forth. 
Information pertaining to background, including naturalization 
data, education, employment and description set forth. 
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DETAILS: 


I. BASIS FOR IWESTIGATION 


/ During a permissive search of the residence of 
ALPREI^^ARANT j RD , Cayuga Heights .Road, Ithaca, New York, In 
connection with the Investigation of the JULIUS ROSENBERG esplonaj 
network, on July 21, 1950, there was located by Special Ag ents. 

l and the writer a photo album with the name 
pjecember 4, 1946, Ithaca, New York, on the indiac 
cover. Tnxs po ok vjas identified by ALFRED s'aRANT as a book 
prepar ed hv hi si lin r>ei phr»a-h 1 nn of the birth of their son, 

on_• The contents of this book included 

a iisr of individuals who gave presents when the child was born. 

A review of this list reflected that BETIIE and his wife gave a 
gift of silver. 

When ALFRED SARANT was ’interviewed concerning the 
persons Included in the list of donors, he identified subject as 
an individual whom he first met in Ithaca in July, 1946, having 
been introduced to him by his (SARANT’s) father-in-law, VICT OR 
K._p_.5^QSS, an attorney in Ithaca. At that time SARANT was 
desirous of entering Cornell University as a graduate student in 
Physics and he requested BETHE, whom he identified as a leading 
nuclear physicist on the Cornell faculty, to sponsor his entrance 
irto .'Cornell He stated that BETHE vfas unsuccessful in arranging 
for his admission to Graduate School but that subsequent to this 
meeting he maintained a 'social acquaintance with Dr.. BETHE. 
According to SARANT, one of the chief reasons why he moved to 
Ithaca from New York City in September, 1946 was to attempt to 
gain entrance to CLornell as a graduate student.^_ 

_^_Albany Conf idential_Informa'nt _ __ 

_I has advised that on June 4, 194fc 

ALFRED SARANT advised that he was then employed by the Bell 
Telephone Company in New York City but that he expected shortly 
to receive a research fellowship to "the eminent ato'mlc physicists 
Dr. HANS BETHE of Cornell University Graduate School". \,, 

During the permissive search of the SARA Ni nnrTannnfa — 
on July 19, 1950, there was located by Special Agent_ 
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a letter dated Septe mber 
and signed^ TbILL", I 
and BILL _^wa^ ident if a eu 
this letterij^ERL__states: 
meeting. He‘'s’'fiot stuff 


21 



194D!j^ddreseed 





Ind ^?are ALFRED 

-■ALFRED SARANT as WILLIAI^ERL. In 
"I heard and sav/ BETHE at'-the phys. 
11 right." 


AIb7C 


soc 


at Hermo'sl llo 
not known. | 
of association 


JARANT fled the United States^, entering Mexico 
on August 9^ 1950 and his present whereabouts are 
I has been questioned concerning the degree 
Petv/een her husband and subject and she furnished 
substantial^ the same Information as her husband^ that he met 
subject through her father^ VICTOR K.D. ROSS^ vdio has subject as 
one of his clients^ for the purpose of attempting to gain adinlssion 
to the Cornell Graduate School. 


b6 

b7C 


Dr|_'R'CTTTC waa i n^hf^T^v^* nn .Tnlv PP, . 1 Qt=;0 . hAr 

Special AgentsI_|and|_j, while 

he was employed as the summer faculty, member of the Physics 
Department, Uiclverslty of Washington, with residence at 4723 East ' 
36th Street, Seattle, Washington. He advised that-he first met 
VICTOR K.D. ROSS in Decem.ber, 1945 vjhen he was recoranended to him 
as an attorney. He engaged ROSS to perform certain legal services 
in connection with the purchase of a home in" Ithaca. ROSS refused 
to accept a fee, stating it would be necessary for him to charge 
Dr. BETHE approximately $1000.00 as adequate payment and he 
realized he did not desire to pay that large a fee. BETHE stated 
that it was his impression that ROSS desired his friendship and 
that this inay have been the major reason for refusing a fee. 

ROSS initiated a social acquaintance with Dr. BETHE 
by inviting the BETHES to his home, which invitation was later 
returned on one occasion. However, no social rels.tionship de¬ 
veloped. BETHE stated that ROSS has since drawn up his V7ill and 
performed legal services for his wife, in drawing up a charter for 
a club to aid an Ithaca Hospital, in which she is interested. Pay¬ 
ment was rendered for such services. According to Dr. BETHE, 
during the few times they met social^, -he and ROSS had violent 
political discussions leaving him. with the impression that ROSS' 
opinions were very close to the Communist Party line. 
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In February^ 19^6, ROSS told BETHE about his son-in-law, 
ALFRED SARANT, who was then employed at the Bell Telephone 
Laboratory in New York City and who was very interested in 
studyj.ng physics. ROSS asked him if he could help SARANT enter 
Cornell University as a graduate student. He told ROSS that he 
was not in a position to commit himself to sponsor anybody but 
that he would be glad to talk to SARAJiT to ascertain if he were 
sufficiently qualified to enter Graduate School. According to 
BETHE, these remarks by ROSS were brought up in casual conversation. 
In approximately May, 1946 BETHE first met SARANT when ROSS 
^brought him to his office at Cornell University. In a short 
' discussion with SAiRANT he learned that he did nob have the 
qualifications for a graduate student in physics and he so advised 
him. He told SARANT that it vjould be necessary for him to 
further qualify himself before his application could be considered, 
and recommended several general physics texts for him to study 
but told him that his chance's for admission were not good. Later 
BETHE told the head of the Physics Department in regard to 
SARANT's application, that he saw no reason to recommend him and 
the application was,refused. 


BETHE continued he was surprised in the fall of 1946 
to find that SARANT had moved to Ithaca, giving up his position 
at the Bell Telephone Laboratories when he had no assurance 
whatsoever of acceptance at Cornell. He vjas never admitted to 
Graduate School but did gain employment as an electrical engineer 
in the construction of the Cornell Synchrotron. BETHE advised 
he never maintained any close relationship with SARANT, stating 
that he had probably not talked to him for over a total of an 
hour in all of the time that he knevj him and that the longest 
conversation he ever had with him was during their first•meeting. 


#L_' ' '-^1^ 

■ with SARANT 
in his h ome 


hi ■ 

4U’'Ah?^ETHE denied ever discussing any confidential data 
and further denied that he ever entertained SARANT 
or» wa.R evp-p 1-n SARA.NT' s home. He stptpd . howeypu. 


that his, 

] wnicn resuitea 


'^school where the BETHE 
was ver y much loved by 
visited quite a 




close frie nd of 


was 
"U^ause . 
children had 
the BETHE children, 
bit and because of tne fact 


_had taugnt 
attended and that 


ar. a nnyRg-W 


andl 
tnat the 


J 


SARANTS. 
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were next-door neighbors of the 


b6 

b7C 


Mrs. BETHE met and 


visited the SARANT home on several occasions. Dr. BETHE explained 
that he and his wife had given a present to the SARANTS on the 
birth of their child because of the feeling of obligation for the 
free legal service which had been rendered by VICTOR K.D. ROSS. 

He added that he had no idea what the gift had been but was sure 
that the value was definitely not in any respect equal to the 
legal service rendered. Dr. BETHE d(^ied ever knowing o r contat-^gU^ 
JULIUS^OSENBERgVwILLIAM perl, J0EI,^ARR, I MORTON b7c 

y" S0BELL. or HARRmOOLD.’ He denied that any approach in any manner 
had ever been made to him on the part of any person to furnish 
information to an apparent espionage agent. He stated that - 
SARANT never pursued the development of his friendship and that 
he never gained the impression that SARANT wanted technical data, 
nor‘did SARANT ever ask for such. He concluded that SARANT is a 
frustrated type who gives the impression that he feels that he has 
never had a chance for performance adequate with his ability. 
However, BETHE added that SARANT's technical ability is strlcbly 
average. 


II. CONNECTION WITH SOVIET ESPIONAGE 


On February 14, 1950, after the arrest of . EMIL JU LIUS 
KLAUSy/FUCHS in England on charges of espionage. actlvity_on behalf 
of the Russian government, subject was Interviewed by the writer 
at his office in Newman Laboratory, Cornell University. Subject 
advised that he had been a close associate and friend of FUCHS, 
having first met him at the University of Bristol, Bristol, 
England in 1934 - FUCHS was a graduate student and subject a 

research assistant. Subject stated they did not become too well 
acquainted at this time and that this period of association 
lasted for only half a year. Subject stated he believed he next 
saw FUCHS on a visit to England during a trip there in 1936 or 
1938. 


Subject advised that in 1944, he was in charge of 
the Theoretical Division at the Los Alamos Atomic Project, Los, 
Alamos, New Mexico. . This Division performed the calculations \ ^ 
beforehand as to how the atomic bomb was to be made and assembTi^d 
and how it would work. During this period, FUCHS joined the g^coup 
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at Los Alamos and worked under subject from the summer of 1944 
until January^ 1946 when subject left the project. 

Subject stated that he next saw PUGHS in June Or July, 
1946 while he, (subject), was employed at the General Electric 
Company, Schenectady, New York. FUCHS was on his way back to 
England and stopped to see subject. Subject recalled that their 
main topic of conversation was an accident that had occurred at 
Los Alamos v/hen a Dr. SLOTIN was killed by radioactivit y when a 
reactor "ran away". It was subject's recollection that ! I be 

from Boston came to Schenectady to meet him, but subject b?' 

advised that he did not meet her and does not know her name. 

He believed that FUCHS remained in Schenectady only one day. 

Subject stated that since this meeting he saw FUCHS 
two other times, one occasion was in England during the summ.er 
of 1948 when subject spent a day and a half at Harwell. He talked 
to FUCHS, as well as several other scientists, and FUCHS showed him 
around and told him something of the theoretical work being done 
there. Subject stated that he was under orders of the Atomic 
Energy Commission not to talk on restricted matters and that con¬ 
sequently the conversation was strictly one sided. During the 
spring of either 1948 or 1949, FUCHS visited subject at his 
invitation in Ithaca; FUCHS had come from England to attend 
Declassification Meetings in Washington, D.C. Subject advised 
that, as he recalled, FUCHS stayed one day and their main topic 
of conversation was nuclear reactors and declassification. Subject 
stated that again he was under orders of the Atomic Energy 
Commission not to discuss any restricted information. 

At the conclusion of this Intervlev/, subject stated 
he never had any reason to suspect FUCHS of espionage or even to 
consider him pro-Russian. Subject added that to his knowledge 
FUCHS never attempted to elicit any confidential information from 
any of his co-workers. Subject remarked FUCHS' arrest came as a 
complete surprise to him,and he felt that he does not know whom 
he can ever trust since he always regarded FUCHS as absolutely 
loyal and trustworthy. ^ 
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On April 17. IQ^O. subject was again Interviewed 
concerning PUGHS by SA| This interview 

took place at the Knolls Atomic Power LaDoratory, Schenectady^ 

New York. It will be noted that in the previous interview, 
subject stated he saw PUGHS at Sc henectady, in J une or July, 19^6» 
that it was his recollection that l ' I from Boston came 

to Schenectady to meet PUGHS but that he, (subject), did not be 

meet her and does not know her name. In this second interview be 

subJect stated that sometime in May, 1946 he received a letter ^>7 
from PUGHS stating he would like to stop for a visit prior to 
his return to England. He stated that he must have advised 
PUGHS to visit him at the General Electric Gompany in Schenectady. 
Upon recollection, he stated the.t he was at the General Electric 
Gompany from June 17, 1946 to July 10, 1946. Records of that 
company reflected PUGHS visited subject on June 25^ 1946. 


Subject advised that on the day of his visit, PUGHS 
arr ived alo ne around noon and that PUGHS planned to, and did, meet 
his I I in-the afternoon. Sub.l ect further advised that he is 

quite positive >hat PU GHS also saw| | and 

I I whlle at General J51ectrlc. Late in the 

afternoon, according to subject, both he and PUGHS l eft the 
plant and walked uptown where they met I l at a drug 

store. He believed that they either had dinner or a light lunch 
togethe r and tha t it was his recollection that after eating PUGHS 
and hls| |took a train for Boston and he returned to the 

Van Gurler Hotel, where he was then residing. Subject stated he 
resided at this hotel for about a wee k after his arrival in 
Sc henectady on June 17. 1Q46 and when ] I sub-l et a house 

at| I he moved in with the | l and' stayed 

there until his departure on July 10, 1946. 

_^_Since it had been nreviouelv ascertained from | 

I that_she hfid 

suD-ieu ner nouse rrom ,iune i040 to August, oi . iwA6 to|_ 

of Rochester, New York and since General Electric 
uompany recoras reflected that PUGHS visited subject on June 25; 
1946, these facts were brought to subje ct’s att ention. Pie then . 
advised he fel t sure that PUGHS and his I 1 had accompanied • 

him via bus to^ where it was quite possible 








b7D 
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they had dinner. Subject then recalled that FUCHS had expressed a 
desire to st ay overn ight for an extra' day's visit at Schenectady, 
but that his | was quite anxious to return to Boston as soon 

as possible to see her children^ who had been le ft in someone's 
care. He then stated that FUCHS and his| |took the night 

train to Boston, ■ 


of unknown relial 

RuRRian eRDT nnnp-i 

to 


I Albany Confidential Informant | | 
Jlilty^ advised that JULIUS ROSENBERG ()\onvlc^€d 
L agent), in furnishing information pertaining 


stated that 


Jh-ard a co ntact .at .Cx).;rM 
red to as' 

advised that ROSEI^ERG 


3 i n 

\ orJl 

oma.M 


I in discussing this above 
on JUly 10, 1951^ it was ascertained 
telyAientioned are identical with 
o^the Physics Department of Cornell 
t hat subject's name, is i 


^phonetic). On Anrlll _ [ advised that ROSENBER G 'had 

\^ln discussed mentioned that l I 

jl^d t wo excellent rr^encis (,in phe college) namely; Professors 

I (phonetic) andj""* |oi:^ I In discussing this above 

ini ormatlon with the inrorma.M on JUly 10, 1951 ^ it was ascertainec 
that these indivi dua l a ncevl niV 'Ty/rneriti nnpd are identical with 

I I and _ o^the Physics Department of Cornell 

University. It should b r t hat subject's name, is 

pronounced phonetically 

On July 2, 1951. DAVIJ^REENGLASS, a confLe,SAed_S^yiet 
espionage agent who is now serving^ a 15 year sentence for 
conspiracy to commit espi onage against the United States, advised 
SAS | "l and | [that he furnished the 

name of Dr. HANS BETHE, among otners, to hArrY GOLD on J une 4, 1Q45 
.as a poss ible Soviet espionage recruit. He stated that 
‘ I had advised him that BETHE was a Communist. DAVID 

GREENGLASS Stated that he never met BETHE', who v/as then (in 19^5) 
connected with the Atomic Energy Project at Los Alamos, New Mexico 
as was GREENGLASS, 

_V ^^REENGLASS related that his instructions were to 

furnish the"'names of prospective recruits to his contact; however, 
under no circumstances was he to follow up by contacting the 
individuals. He stated that he never spoke to JULIUS ROSENBERG 
or harry gold again about BETHE, and does not know whether BETHE 
was actually recruited to do espionage work. GREENGLASS stated ^ 
that his instructions were received from his I 
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a_£iin£.es^_ejL..So,v.let-^,apJ-onage. agents who in turn had received 
these instructions from'JULIUS ROSENBERG. GOLB gave the list in 


which BETHE's name was included to ANATOLE A JAKOVLEV-, then V ice 
Consul of the U.S.S.R, Consulate, in New York City. GOLD is a' ' 
self-confessed former Russian espionage agent currently serving a 
thirty-year prison sentence. 

^ III. ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING JULIUS ROSENBERG'S 

■.POSSESSION OP INPORMAT.tON HfflTAINING TO THE 
■■ NUCLEAR PROPULSION OP AIRCiUPT AND REPORTED 
TRIPS mADE by him TO ITHACA, NEW YORK ' 

DAV.ID GREENGLASSj mentioned previously, has advised 
that in either March or October, 1948, JULIUS ROSENBERG told him 
that he had the mathe matics for "an a'bomic motor" for an airplane. 
Confidential Informant j has reported that ROSENBERG claimed to 
have received highly confidential data pertaining to the nuclear 
propulsion of aircraft. Information will be set forth In a 
subsequent section of this report concerning theifNEPA/ ^uclear 
Energy for the Propulsion of. Aircraft) Project. ’’ 

It was set forth previously in this report that by 
their own admlssicxi sub ject and ALPRED SARANT were personally ]37£ 
acquainted. It v;as also reflected that JULIUS ROSENBERG identified 
sub loot to Confidential Informani as one of I I 


Albany Confic 


advised tha' 








f f 

b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7C 
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be noted that ALFRED SARANT previously advised 
and the writer that he moved into his home^on 
, Ithaca in February^ 1949. This would,then 
place the train trip sometime subsequent to February^ I 949 . 
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It w ill be further noted that believed 

to be the I |of the automobile used in tne secona trip ro 

Ithaca, purcnasea' according to Bureau of Motor Vehicle Registration 
records in New York City, a new 1949 Buick convertible from the 
Glldden Buick Corporation of New York City on May 14, 1949. This 
would then place the automobile trip sometime subsequent to- 
May 14, 1949. ■ 

At the time of his trial in U.S. District Court, 

Southern District of New York, DAVID GREENGLASS testified that 
JULIUS ROSENBERG met him early in June, 1950 and told him thathhe 
had just come back from upstate New York, where he had seen some . 

people. GREENGLASS in his testimony placed this contact by_ 

'Rn.qpMRDRn nomptimp between June 4, 1950 and June 15^ 1950. 1 I 

_Lu.S. Weather Bureau, New York City, advised ^2 

SA_that during this period there would have been 

two. dates when a person could have driven from Ithaca to New Yorkbvc 
City in a continual rainfall; the latter half of June 3 and the b7D 
early hours of June 4, and the period e.xtending from 9^00 AM 
June 10 to tv/o to three A.M. June 11. H advlsed th8.t 

the June 10-11 period (a weekend) was the more probable possibility. 

IV. INFORMATION PERTAINING TO NEPA (NUCLEAR 

ENERGY FOR THE PROPULSION OF AIRCRAFT) AND 
SUBJECT'S ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS AND 
MATERIAL PERTAINING THERETO 

' b7D 

A,' 'Information concerning NEPA. 


The followl 
Confidential Informantf 


Information wa£ 


:ained from Albany 


Commencing in 194?^ a project was undertaken to 
determine the feasibility of using an atomic power plant in aircraft 
This project was known as NEPA (Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion 
of Aircraft). In May of 1947, an initial report on this study 
was Issued and was known as NEPA Technical Report No, 4. This 
report could be considered to contain the basic mathematics in 
developing atomic energy for airplane propulsion. 


V 
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c'ommenced an exhaustive study of this problem and Its work In 
/ihis regard was commonly called the ^^exlngton Project". On 
September 30^ 1948^ the results of this'Lexington Project" were 
published in a report known as the |tLexington Report■(LEX.P-l)" 
The appendix to Chapter III of this report contained the basic 
mathematics for the solution of the problem of the application of 
nuclear energy In an aircraft power plant.' 


In 1947 , the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


B. 


Investigation concerning subject's access to classified 
documents and material pertaining to NEPA. 


Albany Confidential Informant | 1 referred to above, 

has advised that subject was furnished with numerous progress 
and completed reports pertaining to the NEPA nrcrle ct,,and- t-hat a 
number of these documents were receipt ed fo'r~bv~~^ohe'l I 

who;it is u nderstood I s Identical wlth[ 
the present) 


to subject. 


This informant furnished the following Information 
of pertinency concerning the various NEPA reports that have been 
in subject's possession. 


title 


DATE 

ISSUED 


COPY 

NO. 


DATE 

ASSIGNED 


DATE 
RETURNI 


b2 

b6 

.b7C 

b7D 


b7C 

b7D 





It will be noted that Albany Confidential Informant 




of .known reliabilityhas advised that NEPA No. 4 report, 
assigned to subject, was actually a proof which had been submitted 
for consideration and final approval prior to publication. This 
informant also advised that Copy No. 34, .which was an abridged 
edition of the report, after the more highly classified portions 
had been deleted, was sent to subject on June 6, 1947. 
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_ To nnnt.innf^ wi-hh i nf nT»maf.-i nn furnished by |_| a 

\ wasJ__to subject^ prior to the latter 

part of 1048 when i I was employed In—thalLJDOSition^.^—T-hls 

informant- indicated that both I b -nd j l had "received 

clearance from the Atomic Energy Commission to handle classified 
material; h owever, this informant stated that subject had another 
[luring the yeai’ 1948, whose name was unknown to the 
Atomic Energy Commission and who had not been cleared to handle 
AEG material. It was further learned that subject maintained 
NEPA material in the same safe as AEC material assigned to him 
prior to October 20, 1949 ^ when NEPA supplied him v/lth a separate 
,safe for their information and documents. It was understood 
that, according to NEPA's instructions, no one was to have access 
to this safe with the exception of Dr. BETHE and a number of NEPA 
officials who were actively participating in the project. 


According to Confidential Informant | H the AEC 
required a periodic Inventory from those persons having classified 
AEC materials, which inventory is supposed to set out the identit]j 2 


of all persons having access to that material. Informant advlsedbe 


that per the ae Inver 
^ORRISON and j 
as"having ac cess to 

_f and 

thereto. - 


^nda as of July 11, 1947, Drs. PHILIb7c 
I as well as subject, were listed b7D 

data. Further, that in 1948, |_| 

were listed as having access 


I___I Cornell 

University, was interviewed concerning the manner in which clas¬ 
sified documents are kept at Cornell University. He advised that 
any professor having classifieds documents must safeguard them, 
according to existing Instructions .of. the particular branch of 
the government to which the documents" apply. He added that there 
is no central depository for such documents or classified infor¬ 
mation, nor is there any central record of documents on inventory 
or charg^ed out by any particular professor for his personally- 
assigned safe. 


I [ stated that any classified information 

or documents assigned to subject wo uld necessari ly be kept by 
subject in a safe assigned to him. [ btated thcit he knows 
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that subject has classified Information In his possession., b ut tha t 
he hims elf Is not aware of the nature of- such information. I I 
added that he has come t.o know Dr. BETHE quite well since 
he has been at Cornell, and that he regards him as an ultra- 
sincere, straightforward individual and that he has never had any 
reason to question his loyalty or Integrity. I I stated 

that he has talked with subj’ect concerning PHILIP MOIiRISON, who 
is one of his associates in the Department of Physics, and has 
questioned him concerning M QRRT.SON's rep orted Communist 
affiliations. According to [subject in these 

conversations, though maintaining that mokRISON is not a Communist, 
has expressed his own personal o pinion concern ing Communism which 
created a definite Impression in mind that subject is 

strongly opposed to Communism. 

Cornell 

University, upon in-perview ov tne writer , rurnisnea substantially 
the same information as did He stated that each 

person having classified inrdhmatloft iS responsible for taking 
appropriate safeguards for this information and that the security b 7 c 
officer, and the University, in no way dictates to an individual b7D 
or controls him in the manner, in which he is to keep classified 
documents assigned to him. 


Denartmen t ■ Corno'l I TTmi votst t,y . s-nrl|_| 

I l of the Nuclear Laboratory, Cornell University, advised 

that since 19^7 the following individuals have been employed by 
Cornell University as secretary to subject. 

_ 1 employed in-194?. She came originally 

from New York City and 'was last known to be employed at the' 
American Institute of Physics, 57 East 55th Street, New York City. 


I_I employed in 

As o f March, 1951> according to Corn ell University recor ds. 
Iwas residing with her husband at 1 ■ 

where he was employed by the westinghouse 


Electric Company. 
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is now married and her last name isj_ 
to be residing someplace in Ha waii. 

TTn1 irr-iinpi t-i , r nrp cords IS ShOWn aS 


employe d by sub .le e t in 1948. 


1d( 


She was last known 137 c 
Her home address on Cornell b 7 D 


[has been employ ed by 

subject from 1048 to oar.o onci pneRP.ntly resides' at 






1 1 was Interviewed, by SASI 

1 and] 

□ 

TTin October 15, 1951. T 

[advised that she is 



currently employed as a 


Industrial Engineering Department 


Columbia University, NewTorfrTJTUy. She Indicated that she was . 
previously employed by the American Institute of Physics, 57 East 
55 th Street, New York City. be 

b7C 

Stated tha.t from April 1. 1Q46 until b7c 


or 


May 14, 19^1-Y ^ she was employed as a 
the Physics Dep artment at Cornell University.^ During this period 


3 ? 


she served as a 

who were 


to both Dr. HANS_Ai%ETHE..andf 

I of the IklcTear Studies School at 
She Indicated that I l left Cornell 


Cornell university. _ 

University in Pebruax’y, 194? to continue his work with the Atomic^ 
Energy Commission on a full-time basis and that he is now at the 
California Institute of Technology. 


urther advised that there were two 


safes, one in the office of ind the other in the office 

of Dr. BETflE at Cornell University, which were used to keep 
classified AEG documents. For clarity these safes will be referre d 
to as t he No. 1 safe,»■ which was maintained in the office of 

and the No. 2 safe, which was later maintained in the-— 


office of Dr. BETEE. 


Concerning the N:>. 1 safe,_[furnished 

the following information. She stated that this was the safe 


in which the very Important AEC documents were maintained and thatr 
there was a stenographic notebook maintained in the safe,-which was 
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used for charge-ou t purposes> 
Cornell Universityjl 


She stated that when she came to 
furnished her with a combination 
of the safe on a piece or paperj and thereafter she committed it 
to mem.ory a nd destroyed the piece of paper by burning it. She 
stated that | | was the only person who knew the 

combination of the No. 1 safe at that time and he must have 
forgotten part of the combination because he relied upon her ' 
memory for the combination, •. 


stated that she pas sed this combination 


on tol_ 



lln Pebruarv. 


Indicated that 


1 had become her I 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


eynlained 

and 


memory 
combination 


[ 


that she passed this combination in writing to| 
advised her that she should commit the comblnarion 
and thereafter burn the piece of paper on which the 
had been _-Pnrif-viQri that! 




had 
September 


the 


Joined 
or' October, 


1946. 


staff In either 


he furnished thp—rrnnhi nnti nn 
who was 


stated that upon[ 




safe to 



of the Nuclear Studies Laboratory at Cornell University. 


further advised that 


would keep somo Oi hlS bOrt'fidentlal materials In the No. 1 safe, 
however, on any occasion when he might desire these materials, 
she would remove them for him and after he had completed the use 
of the materials she would return them.to the safe. She advised 
that the jOnlv other nerf^on who woul d keep anyjbjilng in the No. 
safe was 


She state^d thhtl 

who is a 



had had the Job of 

-j 

* miGa poijiiion au Loj 

Alamos, and 



I and a 

lor some similar 


a special courier came from Los Alamo 




to be use 
had formerly held at Los Alamos. 


ahd deiiVbhdd 

a quantity of classified material which was aiiegeaiv' 
as a continuation of the position whicl^E 

She stated that 
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gave her this package of documents for saf e-keeplng In the No. 1 
safe. She indicated that ould from time to time 

come to her and request these docum ents, and thereaft er she would 
remove them from the No, 1 safe and|pould usually 
take them to the office of her husbana, 

150 feet oi’ so down the hall fronf 
No, 1 safe was kept. — 



., which w as approximately , 
office, where the 


stated that 


kould sub¬ 


sequently return the documents to her to be replaced in the safe. 
However^ she stated that there was no accounting of these 
documents and she never knew the exact number of documents which 
were maintained in this package. 


Concerning the No. 2 safe^ furnished 

the following information. She stated tnat; tins sare was obtained' 
during the winter of 19^1-6'to hold classified materials which were 
sent from Los Alamos to Dr, BETHE. She explained that Dr. BETIffi 
was on a committee which reviewed materials in order to decide be 
whether they should be declassified.' She stated that there were b 7 c 
considerable classified documents sent to Dr. 'RETHE hv reglsteredbyp 


one 


was 
aocurrients 


mall from Los Alamos. She believed that 
employed at Los Alamos and that he would receive rne 
upon declassification, from this committee. She Indicated that 
there was no charge-out record kept in this safe while she was 
employed as departmental secretaryTC- 

Concernlng the combination for this safe, she stated 
that upon obtaining the safe, wh ich was government property as 


was the No. 1 safe, | |set the combination and recorded 

it on a piece of paper for her to commit to memory and thereafter 
this piece of paper wrs hurnor'l. She' stated that she passed this 


combination on t'o 
recall that anyone' 
herself knew this 


elSd dthdf 
combination. 


in Ep,bru.qrv, 
that 


IQlj.7 and she does not 


and 


pertaining 


all consultants 


UEPA. • She 
a research 
to the NEPA 


furnished the foil.ow ing 
stated that Dr. BETHE ,f 
assistant at Cornell 
project. She 


Information 
_ ^and 


Univer sity, we re. 
stated that I Had 
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connected 


with 

□ 


OUR 

"T 


ijns 

](?) 


the Los Alamos atomic p'ro-jecfe a.s were 
She recalled that all three of those 
made s eparate trios to New York 


formerly been 
Dr. BETHE and 
men had on vani 

City to see a|__^__ |(?} who was]_^_|Df the Fairchild 

Airplane and Engine Corporation^ with offices at Rockerfeller 
Plaza, New York City. She indicated that this individua,! would 
on occasions come to Ith aca., Nevj York via h is private plane to 
consult with Drs. BETHE, I I She recalled taking 

dietatinn np the early stages of the NEPA project for Drs. BETHE 


and I_ 

She stated 


copies of 
that these 


which were maintained 
letters were sent 


in the 


registered 


No. 1 
mail. 


safe. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 

5S 


jtated she could not rec all anv progre 
reports dur ing the period she was employed as the I I 

h nd stated that "the NEPA project from the outset was 
considered to be something fantastic and was Just a matter which 
you might Joke about". She stated she had later learned that 
the idea of NEPA had considerable merit and it is her understanding 
that today it is, or will b(^ a successful venture. 


1 




1 as an 


student or 
the per iod 
had met I 
for i I at 


dentlfled various photographs of 
individual who v;as either a graduate 
assistant in the Physics Department during 
Cor nell University. She stated she possibly 
the I I who would call 

Rockefeller Hall. She indicated that Rockefeller 


a graduate 
she wa.s at 


Hall 

University 
new ^laboratory 


housed the Physics Department and the laboratory at Cornell 
(this was before the construction of Newman Hall, the 
for nuclear studies at Cornell). 


stated that 


did not work direct! 


under Dr. BETHE; however, she stated the Graduate School was a 
well-knit, close organization and almost everyone in the departmen 
v;as known to everybody else. She stated they often attended 
•socials and receptions at various faculty members' homes and they 
had ample op portunity to become known to one another. She stated 
that]I to her knowledge, did not have access to either the 
No. nr IMO- 2 safes afore-.mentioned, and she has no knowledge 
that 



maintained. 


may have had any access to material which Dr. BETHE 
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Concerning WILLIAM PERL, 


failed to 


identify the various photographs of him which were exhibited to 
her. However; she stated she recalled reading about.his arrest 
in the New York newspapers. She stated it was very hazy in her 
mind, however, she cannot definitely place where, but there was 
something about PERL or PERLE In Dr. BETHS's papers. She stated 
it was possible that Dr. BETHE had corresponded with someone by 
the name of PERL. 


b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


It Should be here noted that when subject was inter¬ 
viewed by the writer on February 14, 1950, concerning his 
association with EMIL JULIUS KLAUS FUCHS, he advised that FUCHS 
was one of the scientists who had come to the United States from 
England to work on the atomic energy project at Los Alamos, and 
that this group of s cientists had been under the direction of 
I l of the University of Birmingham. I t is 

possible t hat this may be the individual, referred to by | | 


Photographs of ALFRED SARANT. 
and various other individuals connected with the- 


ROSENBERG espionage group were exh.lbited to 
effecting Identifications. 


ithout 




that 
combination for 
toQ 


telephonlcally 


the No. 2 


S9.fe , 
Sh.e ■ 
it .was 


•On October 
advised Special Agent 
Dr. BETHE may have obtained the¬ 
at the time she furnished the coml^lnatlon 
stated that Dr. BETHE had access to this safe inasmuch as 
in his office and he would help himself in obtalni pty documents 
from this safe. She also advised that at the time I 
furnished her with the combination of the No. 1 safe, he,^. reset 
the combination, and there Is a‘question in he r mind as to w hether 
at the time he physically passed the safe op tnl ^ | 

he massed on the combination of this afe to 


] 


_ ■ She 

_|was reluctant to accept the responsibillty-of the 

safe and this accounts for the question in her mi pri ee-tr 
whether he actually received the combination from 


stated 
No. 1 









AL 100-12000 


I_also advised that filed the 

necessary forms for her to obtain clearance 'Co nanaie rhe 
classified documents In the No, 1 safe at the time of her employ¬ 
ment in April, 1946, She stated she does not knov^r whether she 
ever received any clearance, inasmuch -as there was no apparent 
investigation conducted pertaining to her clearance. In this 
connection s he also advised that she had no kioowledge of whether 

had clearance to handle classified documents. ] 37 i 3 


was Intei’vlewed on November l6, 1951 by SAS 




ladvlsed 

she is_^ 

]ana 

That herL 

1 


nor empioyea otnpr t;n a.n as^_lana tnat her l_ 

|is now working as an | | at the Atomic 

rower division, wesringhouse' Electric Company,. Bettis Field, 
Homestead, Pennsylvania. 


I I tated that she was employed as a | 

in the Physics Department at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 
fro m, about October. 1946 until June, 1947* during which period 
her I I was a s tudent in Mechanical EnK lncerlnd at''Cornell 

University. She said that shvo served as an. I 

I t he regular] |for the major 

part of this employment and eventually replaced i I when 

the latter left about April, 1947. According to I L. 

the Physics Department hired, another 

shortly after left. However, sne- was oi tne opinion 

that this was only a temporary.appointment since ] I was only 

of high school age. 

_stated that her job consisted of taking 

dictation and typing correspondence and reports for all members 
of the Physics Department, numbering cibout 10 faculty members in 
,hll, as well as occasionally doing some typing for a graduate 
/student. However, she was pr incipally occupied handling 
I Hdutles f or Dr. HANS BETH&, c o- 

VlfdbtOf dt thd adhAftmen-t-UTTong wlth l l later • 

succeeded by | "T Acc.ordin.g to I f. she 

was officialiv e mployed as an| |but 

was in effect a| I to Dr. BETHE and his I 
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AL 


, lAccordlngljr, she had limited contact with 

|atici<-otner members of the faculty. 


I _Ipolnted out at the outset of the interview 

that she had had no previous experience and no particular 
aptitude for technical subjects such as nuclear physics, and 
that therefore she seldom had any real understanding of the 
papers or dictation handled by her or even took an Interest in 
this correspondence. She advised that she'was aware that a be 

considerable amount of atomic energy research was being conductedb7c 
- by members of the Physics Department but she had no recollection 
/ of a "Lexington Rep ort" or- anv other specific documents or 
projects. Moreover J ~ stated she did not know the 

significance of the term. "NEPA" or have any recollection of 
research work at Cornell relating to the study of nuclear energy 
for the propulsion.of aircraft. 


She did recall, however, that on a fev/ occasions the 
department had received registered mail, presumably containing 
classified AEG documents from Los Alamos> New Mexico and Washington, 
D.C. It was her belief that this mall had alwa.ys been addi’essed 
to Dr. BETHE and that it was carefully sealed and stamped with. 
"Confidential" or similar markings.. She advised that In those 
cases where she had received this mail, she had kept ^It under her 
personal observation or stored safely in her desk until she was 
able to turn it over to Dr. BETHE personally. 


maintained two sa.fes 
Dr. BETHE's office. 


re cal 


one irj 
She advised 


Ifirl thst t-.hp 


recollection, she never had 
office and further that she had 
measures relating to this safe, 
or the contents thereof. 


I^hysics Department 
office and one in 

that, to the best of her _ 

access to the safe in _ 

no knowledge of the security 
the persons who had access to 


it 


office . 



had direct ; 


stated that only Dr. BETHE and 


Dr. BETHE's 


_ buey wei'e 

the only persons who knew the combination. She stated that 
she never had the combination to this safe herself and advised 
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that whenever she desired 
to ask either Dr. BETIili' or 
She stated that the only reason 
safe was to make deposits or 


o gain entrance 


sne ever naci 
withdrawals from 
petty cash fund which was kept in the safe. 


i,o the safe, she had 
to open it for her. 
to go into the 
the department's 


Wher i 

claim never to have had the _ 

(parti cularly in view of | 

I was given the combination on a s 
commit it to memory), she stated that 
positive of this statement, in view of 


was' again questioned regarding her 

combination to Dr. BETHE' s gife ._ 

S tatements that I I 

lip of paper and asked to 
although she could not be 
the lapse of time involved; 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


she definitely had^ no recollection 
or of opening the safe herself. 


of ever having the combination 


advised that she had no recollection 
concerning the specific contents of the safe other than it 
contained the petty cash box, as well as a number of documents 
and papers which she presumed were classified and which probably 
Included the correspondence Dr. BETHE received from time .to time 
from AEC. She advised that she cannot remember any specific 
security measures, such as a charge-out book or periodic inventory, 
which might have been in effe ct with r 
her belief that Dr. BETHE and 


spect to th is safe. It was 
I ccasionally 
the faculty or graduate 


opened the safe for other members oi 
students to allow them to take out specific reports or documents 
which they wanted to study. 


advised that she could not remember what 


measures, if any. Dr. BETHE employed to safeguard this material, 
and she said that it ma.y have been necessary for the person¬ 
charging the document out to remain in Dr. BETHEb office while 
reviewing it, although she was not sure of this. She had no 
knowledge whatever concerning the possibility that some of the 
documents charged out in this manner may have related to the NEPA 


project. |_ 
in Dr. BETHE' 


_Ipolnted out that the safe was in fact kept 

s private office which,was adjacent to the office In 
which her own desk was located, and that Dr. BETHE's office had 
a private entrance xvhlch was f'requently used by faculty members 
and graduate students. ■ She sta.ted that in view of these 
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circumstancesj it was not always possible for her to know who was 
visiting Dr. BETHE or what may have transpired in his office 
with respect to the safe. 


_ I bt ated that her office vjas’ shared by another 

I who - oddly enough - was not affiliated 
in any way with the Physics Department but who was employed by 
a professorj name not recalled^ who had something to do with 
student affairs a.t Cornell. 



It should be here noted that 


mentioned 

above,is 


to| 1 

Cornell. ' 

jniyersity, 

• 1 1^ 

_|o:r pnysics. 

1 I 


] has been contacted by the writer and she advised she shared 


an office witlTl |f‘or a very short time only and that she 

has absolutely no Knowledge concerning the work performed by 
Dr. BETHEj his activities, or the m.aterlal cont ained in his s afe, 
or any other safes in th e Physics D epartment. I tidv lsed 

that though a| |of physics, of 

the Faculty, cievotes of his time to tne duties involved with 

this position rather than the duties of a pr’ofessor of physics. 


b6 


Photographs of WILLIAM PERL I'Jere shown to I 
who failed to identify PERL either by descrip tion or namf. . 


A 


who 

a 

of seei,ng 


photograph of ALFRED SARANT was then shov/n to 
appeared at first not to recognize the subjoctj but after 
moment's hesitation stated she had a vague recollection 

him at Cornell. Moreover, the name SARANT was familiar to_ 

I I who advised that she definitely associated this name with 

Cornell. Hov;ever, she could not place the subject specifically 
or recall the circumstances in which she may have met SARANT. 


)jP seey 


A Photograph o.fl 
recognized by 

si-.nrlP>nf. 


_|as immediately 

, v^ho believed that he had been a graduate 
n physics at (jornell during her employment there. However, 
name was not familiar to her 


any specific information 


regarding 


and 
him. 


she could not furnish 
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was Inl.prvi pwprl h-\r RA 


1 Ion November 29, 1951. 1 

\ q 

1 


1 ladvisecl th 

lat 

t^e 

Depc 

'rune hi oi' 

to Dr. HANS BETHlii; who was connected with 
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York., 


September> 194? to July^ 1948. 


ane way 


from 


tated that during.the time she worked 


in this, capacity^ a f la.e cabinet with a- combination 

locking device vjas maintained in the office of Professor HANS 
3ETHE. In addition to herselfthe following individuals 
connected with the Physics Department of the University knew the 
combination of the safe and had ready access to it. These 
ind ividuals were Professor HANS B ETIiE, Professor PHILLIP MORRISON 
andl I At this time, MORRISON and 

COmidPted With thO ^taff of the Physics Department. 
She stated definitely that she knows that these three individuals 
had access to the safe because she remembers all.three of them 


opening the s afe at vari ous times during the period of her 
employment asl I to Dr. BETHE. 


>• 


She recalls distinctly that the nn inh na11 on nf the 
f-nCn i.r-ifi nnrr . -h in .October or November, 194? by 

BETHE, herself and MORRISON had access to 


this safe bo th before and after the combination was reset by 


stated that all confidential papers in 
BETHE as a result of his connection with 
the U.S. Government, as well as some of 
kept in this safe and that Professor 
the identity of which she did not 
in the second 

was unabl'e 


the possession of Dr 
classified projects of 
his personal papers, were 
MORRSION kept some material, 
know but presumed It was personal mat erial 
drawer from the bottom of this safe, 
to specifically identify any of the conriaentiai 
were maintained by Professor BETJIE in the safe 


documents whlchr 
in question. 


Relative to the project known as NEPA, she stated 
that the phrase NEPA is vaguely familia r to her and that she is 
quite confident that while employed as a| I she took some 


b6 

b7C 

b7C 
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dictation on this project. However^ she cotild not recall any 
specific details. After taking dictation on-this or any other 


project, her notes were subsequently burned. She 


not 


end could give 


_ she 

these individuals 



recall anything about a Lexington Report 
absolutely no information concerning it. 

Relative to ALFRED SARANT andj 
stated that to the best of her knowledge 
did not have the combination to this safe^ and she cannot recall 
ever having seen them opening the safe or being In the immediate 
vicinity when the safe was opened b y any ot her Individual. 

She adde^, however, 'that SARANT and ] | to the best of her 

knowledge, were doing graduate work in the field of Physics 
under the directio h of Dr. HANS BETHE, and that it appears to 
her that. SARANT. anc^l | were in very close contact with 

BETHE as a result of their research projects. She was unable to 
g'J^ye any In formation as to vdiether or not the research projects 
conducted bj and SARANT v;ere in any -way connected with 

confidential work In which DrI BETHE was engaged from 
ime to time as a result of his position as Coordinator.in. 

(the Physics Department. She explained Dr. BETHE's position 
by sta.ting tVjat thp Dpp.a-rtmpnt itself was under the 

knd tha.t the Nuclear Res earch 
under.the direction of a 

Dr. BETHE's position was that 


'direction of 
Branch of the 


Department was 
from about April, 19^7. 


or a coordinator between th^’Bhysics Departmentitself and the 
•Nuclear Research Branch of Department. 

was unable to state whether or not Dr. 
HANS BETHE ever took any of the other members of the Physics 
Department into his confidence in connection with the classified 
projects on which he. was working, or whether or not the others 
even knew of his confidential work for the goverment-. 

_ tated that to the -best of her knowledge 
all classii^led material, whether connected with the Atomic 

Energy ComiTilssion or any other government department, was 
always kept by Dr. BETHE in the safe maintained in his office, 
except that on occasions when mall was addressed to Dr. BETHE's 
office,and no one was in it, the mail would be 


hV 
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(j[0 I n 

of1 






-'f thia in dividuals employed In the office 

Upon receipt of this mail hy one of 

-imi-nArHa_'h,:^1v hp. nnt in hhA Safe 

where It would 


these employees 3 it would 
maintained In the outer office of[ 
remain until she herself or Dr. BETHE would either 


mall directly from this safe and put it 
or until some employee of 

would remove the mail from this safe and 
either her or Dr. BETHE, at which time 
safe in Dr. BETHE's office.| 
occasions' were very rare, and that 6n none 
did she ever have reason to believe that 
or tampered with before it was delivered to 
the custody of Dr. BETHE. 


take the 

in Dr. BETHE’s rq - 


Prlng It directly 
ii, was then placed in 
added that these 
of these 
the mail 
either 


office 
to 

the 


b6 

h7C 

b7D 


occasions. 
was opened 
her custody 


or 


_|was unable to give the names of any 

individuals who may have ]ceen emnlove^' i as a l I to Dr. 

BETHE outside of herself. 


her, and[ 


that position. 


whom she believes preceded 
whom she believes succeeded her in 




of 

Professor- 


stated, 
was for 

s office 


MOKKISON ' S office but -thatT 

of her knowledge, had done_ 

She also belipye.g thP)t b 
emn3 eved i nl_ 


however., that an Inrllv jdual bv 
a time empl oyed as the 


1 


as one 
nowledg^ 


1 


known 

ffice 


the best of her 
fcrDr. BETHE nor did they 
Dr. BETHE's office. 


naa 

have 


never, to 
|autie's for Dj 
only^asl 


% 


name 
in 

the 'best • 


ever 
access 


to her 
and that 
but that 
'performed 
to the 


1 


THE. 
as 

to 


none or 


tnes e, to 
Jduties 


did maintaihed in 


_I also stated that for some reason or 

other, the name of ROSENBERG is i’arnlllar to heij and that she has 
heard this name and for some reason connects it with.her duties 
at Cornell University. However, she could not sta te whether^ - 
it was in connection with her official duties as a l 
to Dr. BETHE,or whether it was the name of a student in the Physics 
Department. She could not give the first name of this individual 
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and stated that.the full name of JULIUS ROSENBERG meant nothing 
to her whatsoever. She also stated that the names of WILLIAM 
PERL, HARRY GOLD, and DAVID GREEMGLASS are unfamiliar to her, 
and that she has never heard these names In any connection 
whatsoever while she was employed at Cornell University.' 


the writer at her residence 
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_ladvlsecl that she has served as subject's] [ 

at the Laboratory of Nuclear Studies at Cornell University since 
September 13, 1948. She stated that, although this laboratory was 
officially opened on October 1, 19^+8, several of the offices 
began functioning prior to that date. She added that she has 
never been employed in Rockefeller Hall,, which is the main 
physics department hall. 


I tated that when she first began employ¬ 

ment at the Laboratory or Nuclear Studies, subject was ,6n sab- , 
.batlcal leave during the first semester of the 1948-1949 school 


year and during this period was teaching at Columbia University 
in New York City. As a cons equence, though her position called 
for .her to be hls| | she had no connection with sub jectj.^,:; 

other than typing up from time to time certain manuscripts v/hlcv 7 p 
he sent her. b 7 D 


stated that when she first began this 
employment 'mere was one safe located in subject's office. This 
safe contained all classified documents and information in, the 
possession of the staff members of the nuclear laboratory. She 
stated tha't she did not know, the combination of this safe until 
after subject's return to Cornell in February of 1949. She added 
that it .was a.bout this time that she received clearance bj?" the 
Atomic Energy Commission. TTp on .quh-ipp.t's r ebn-nn. he gave her 


the combination to the safe 
subject was at Columbia University, 
nature which he would have received would 
him in .Rockefeller Hall, where -jt, wmiiri hrivg 


safe in 


that 
to 


buildln<; 
the 


o under the |_ 
Director of the 


jtated that vjhlle 
any ma.il of a classified 

have been directed to 
been held In^the 


of 


Physics Department. 


September, 1940 to 
on the Cornell faculty 
Professors P HILIP MOERISON.f 
and 


tated that 
February, 1949i 
may have had 


during the period, 
the following 


from / 

individuals 


access to "this, safe; 


aoes not know who, 
combination to the 


if any, 
safe. 


]added, 


of the foregoing Ind: 


however, that she 
.vlduals had the 


b6 

b7C 
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I_[stated that from Pehruary;, 1949 to the 

present she has had access tq and has had the combination of^ 
this safej which was given to her by Dr. BETHE. She stated that 
the combination has been changed from time to time by subject. 

She further stated that prior to June, 1950, no Inventory was 
kept of its contents, the only record being the receipts for 
material received. She ad yised that suc h receipts are maintained 
in the safe. According to | since June, 1950 she has 

maintained a record book of all material entering the safe vdiich 
shows date of receipt, date of document, description or reference, 
copy number, sender, classification, and date of transmJ.ttal. 

With further reference to this safe, |~ stated 

that she knows that for a short time subsequent to February, 19^9 
PHILIP MORRISON also knew the combination. She stated, however, 
that he has not had the combination for well over a year since 
it was over a year,ago when he removed all material assigned to 
him and returned all classified documents. She stated that vjitbe 
the exception of MORRISON she is certain that no one has knovm 
the combination of this safe since February, 1949. 

_ _stated that sometime in late 1949 or 

early 1950 , subject received a second safe which was furnished 
him by NEPA on a. loan and was for the exclusive use of NEPA 
documents. All documents pertaining to NEPA that had been kept 
in the other safe w ere removed by subject and placed in this second 
safe. I [stated that she maintains a record of the 

receipt or ai.i material which has been placed in this safe since 
1950 and that since the receipt of the safe, only she and subject 
have ever known the combination. 


to her as 



advised 


tha 


a former graduate student 



known 

is absolutely' 


positive that he never had a.ccess to either safe. 


[_[stated that she was never acquainted with- 

ALFRED SARANT, and she failed to identify a photograph of him as 
ever having been a visitor in her office. She added, however, 
that she has seen his name on records maintained a.t the nuclear 
laboratory as a former employe'O. 
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_|was shown photographs of JULIUS ROSENBERG 

and WILLIAM PERL, and she stated that th p .q p ind-i -i rinni p. er»j^ not 


known to her 


She further stated that 
are unknovm to her. 


ind 


had ho 


the 


When questioned concer nln; 
^prlor to her employment,| 

"[during the surrmier or 


Iden tIty of sub Ject's 
stated that he 


V/hen questioned concerning the Identity of NEPA 
documents In the possession of subject^, she stated that the 
^Lexington Report" is familiar to her and that this was part 
of the material which was moved from the first safe at the tinic^® 
of the receipt of the second safe from.NEPA. She stated that 
subject returned this report to NEPA In September or October., 

She advised that she Is not able to Identify any other reports 
pertaining to NEPA by name or report number. 


Durlng^ the course of thj.s lntervlew.,| j 

described subject as one of the finest men that she has ever 
known. She stated th.at the development of the atomic bomb has 
been a source of worry to him, since he realises the terrible 
potentials of the bomb when it comes to- killing power. She stated 
that she has heard him remark that he is not in favor of the 
development of the hydrogen bomb since he cannot see any use to 
vjhich It may be put other than the destruction of mankind. 


I __[stated that subject appeaicc^to be quite 

hurt when the article that he had written for the^^if ^len tlfIc 
A merlca .n" in the April, 1950 issue resulted In the- AEG destroying 
the Issues of the magazine that had a'lrp a.rly been printed containing 
this article. According to l I subject told her that he 

did not think that he had Included any restricted or classified 
Information in this article.- She stated that since that time 
he has been particularly careful In matters pertaining to security. 


[_I stated that she considers subject both a • 

foe of Communism, and of Russl<a, and that she Is of the sincere 
opinion that he Is for America "first., last and always". 
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Information V'fas set forth earlier I n this report 

subject by SAS[ 

950 


wnen he was 


concernlnp: o,n interview had with 

I_I and I _I on July 28^ 195 

questioned concerning his relationship with ALB’RED SARANT. At 
the time of this interview^ subject stated that during the time 
that SARANT was employed at Cornell, the University had no 
confidential contracts and that SARANT had no access to confidential 
data in his work on the Synchrotron, BETHE stated that the only 
confidential information at Cornell University at this time, ^6 

of which he was aware, was contained in various documents b7c 

rela.tlng to a confidential consultant contract which BETHE ha.d 
with the Atomic Enex’gy Commisslor: since his termination of duties 
at Los Alamos, New Mexico,but he claimed that . c/^PATiTm VnU nn 
access to this information. BETHE stated that 

formerly was employed at California Technical Institute^ and may 
have had access to classified infox’ms.tion at that time which 
possibly could have been available to SARANT. 

Concerning the confidential information in his 
possession, subject stated that all docum.onts relating to his 
consultant contract were, maintained in two safes in his office 
at Cornell University. He stated that the combination to one 


to his 1_ 



[ererred 


safe is knovm only to himself and 
(this individual Is identical witlj 
to above). Subject advised tha- 
vjas cha.nged by order of the Atomic Energy Commission in January, 
1950 but that the p revious combination to this safe w ovs known to 

Ind Professor MORRISON,, b qth of the I 
ueparument at uornell. Subject sta.t ed that I b robab ly did 

not know SARANT and was not close to l 1 knowlnfc 

only as a graduate stnrlpnt -Subject further stated that 


his present 


and was acquainted witn 
the University. Dr. be'Vhk ,qrivi'F;ed 
MORRISON was close t( 


also probably did not know SARANT 
only cls a graduate student at 
however, that Professor 
arid that he knew both were 


active in a minority political party in Ithaca, of which MORRISON 
was Chairman at that time. 


It will be noted that the information furnished by 
subject with reference to the safes in his office is at variance 


b6 

b7C 


-31- 








AL 100-12000 


with Information roooivod from h is | | It 

will be noted tha M vised that she knows the 

combination of both safes in subject's office, \rtiereas he advised 
that she only knows the combination to one safe and that only 
he himself knows the combination of the other safe. 

V, ATTENDANCE AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
NUCLEYiR "PHYSICS, UNIVERSITY 01^'CEICAdO, 

SEPTEJVBER, 1951 

Confidential Informant! _idvlsed inj_ 

that subject had been invited to attend the International 
Conference on Nuclear Physios, sponsored by the Institute for 
Nuclear Studies of the University of Chicago from September 17 
to 22, 1951. 

On September 12, 1951 to 

the Director, Department of Physics, Cornell University, advised 
that subject had been in Europe during the summer but it was her 
understanding that he was returning to the United States on 
September 20th and would be In Beechhurst, Long Island, on that 
date. ' J 37 Q 

b7D 

Records of the Tthaoa Post Office reflected no change 

Of address for subject, j_j advised 

that his records reflected the subject had instructed all mail 
received by him during the summei’ months be delivered to the 
Nuclear Laboratory at Cornell University. 

Albany Confidential Informant of known relia¬ 

bility, advised that subject maintains a checking account at the 
First National Bank of Ithaca but that records of this bank 
reflected no change of address for subject during the summer of. 
1951. 

This Informant advised that a review of subject's 
checking account reflected that the io t ibpin -in thp pcnnnt was 
a check dated August 9, 1951> payable to l ^ n 

the amount of $510.00. This check,- which bore subject's signature 
was cashed at the Bank of Manhattan Company in New York City, 

The foregoing information was furnished by j ~| jlth 
the distinct understanding that it would not be made public 
except following the issuance of a subpoena in a proper case. 

-32- 






AL 100-12000 


Laboratory or .Nuciear btuaies^ oorneii university^ aavisea on 
September l4th that subject was returning to th^ U^.itod States 
on SeptemDer l6th and that he would arr ive In Ithaca,, New York 
on September 20th. it was l understanding that he would 

s^y for one day, September l6th, with his mothe rMrs. ANNA , 

Cryder's Point, Beechurst, Long Island. | ^ dded 

■ that he had learned that subject would leave New’ York for Chicago, 
Sunday night, September l6th, to attend the International 
Conference on N'o.clear Physics. 


Ito the Dean of the Faculty, 
Cornell University, advised that she had 'learned that during 
the first week in September, 1951^ subject was in Germany and his 
wife was in Switzerland. She added that he was returning to 
Cornell University on September 20th after attending the confereme 
of nuclear physicists in Chicago, Illinois. 

b7C 
b7D 


Albany Confidential Informant ! I of known 
reliability, advised that subject arrived at tne International 
Airport in New York City at 12:15 PM, on Plight 93-A of Trans- 
world Airlines on September l6, 1951- This Informant advised 
that subject was traveling alone a'nd vjas not met by anyone, and 
that his baggage consisted of one metal handbag and one canvas 
zipper bag. Subject left the Idlewild Airport at 12:55 PM, 
traveling by taxi cab and arrived at Cryder's Point at 2:00 PM, 
stopping at a boarding house named MICHELS. Informant stated 
that Cryder's Point is a small section in Beechui’st, Long Island 
consisting of about ten homes in a private location on a private 
road. Subject traveled by taxi cab from Cryder's Point to 
LaGuardla Airport and left on Plight 129 of American Airlines 
at 9:30 PM, September l6th enroute to Chicago. 


Albany Confidential InformantI 
reliability, advised tha.t subject arrived at t 
Municipal Airport on American Airlines Plight 129 at 11:05 PM, 
Central Standard Time, September l6, 1951. After making return 
reservations, which were ascertained to be Plight 120, departing 
Chicago for Detroit at 2:40 PM, Central Standard Time, on 
September 19, 19-51 ^ and f-qi’ Flight 716 from Detrol-t to Buffalo, 


of known 
le Chicago 
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New York^ departing Detroit at 5:05 PM, on September 19, 1951, 
subject left the airport. It was ascertained by this Informant 
that subject stayed at the Hotel V/lndermere, l642 East 56 th 
Street, Chicago from September IfSt.h to'September' 19 th, 1951-' 

Albany Confidential Informant' of known reliability, advised 

that subject made no telephone calls while sta,ylng at the Hotel 
Windermere and also that he received no mall during the period 
of his stay there. 

The schedule of the International Conference on 
Nuclear Physics, University of Chicago, reflected that subject ^ 
was listed as a participant in a 2:00 PM session on Monday, 

September 17, 1951 and as one who would give an auxiliary paper 
at a session at 2:00 PM on September I 8 , 1951* 

On I Albany Confidential Informarlj | 

of known reliability, advised that he attended about half of the 
sessions of the International Conference on Nuclear Physics 
held in the Institute for Nuclear Studies at the University of 
Chicago from September 17 to September 22, 1951• Informant 
stated that he Is acquainted with subject, but had only one chanc ^2 
to talk with him during the conference. He stated that as far 
as he could Judge, subject is a reasonably loyal person who is b 7 c 
among the advisory group of the "Bulletin of Atomic Scientists".b 7 D 
Informant's impression Is that BETHE is somewhat conservative, 
seems to have a very firm belief In democracy, and seems to think 
that the people of the Unite d States can decide questions _^ 


r* r\r^Y*c:> n +■ 




[nformant stated he did not know whom 
ae conference, but. he did know that he 


mingled with a number of deleg 


Informant added that he 


Informan 
subJectC 


_I Albany Confidential 

of known reliability, advised that he first knew 


Informant stated 



/ 
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that subject spoke at the Conference on Nuclear physics and 
that his remarks were purely scientific and we re a discussion of 
iments which had been reported on by | 
n the preceding day. 

Informant stated that subject Is a man of broad 
interests and capabilities and that he considers him loyal to 
the United States. He stated that he did not see much of subject 
at the conference and did not know with whom he was In contact^ 
but did recollect that he did not see him during the last few 
days of the conference. Informant added that he observed no 
a.ctivity indicating anyone was trying to obtain classified 
Information and observed no breaches of security during the 
conference. 





observed no breaches of security. This Informant could furnish 
no specific information concerning subject's activities at the 
conference. 



Informant | | of known reliability, advised that although he 

did not meet subject at the Conference on Nuclear Physics, he 
did have a social contact with various delegates to the conference 
and that he had observed no breaches of security or attempts / 
to obtain classified information. 

/ 

Albany Confidential Informa.nt advised that subject 

departed from Chicago at the Chicago Municipal Airport on / 
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Flight 120 via American Airlines at 3:15 Central Standard 
Tirne^ September 19 ^ 1951* 


Albany Confidential Informant]_[ of known 

reliability;, advised that subject arrived at Buffalo, New Yorkj ^2 
from Chicago, Illinois via American Airlines, Plight 716 at 
approximately 8:12 PM, Eastern Daylight Saving Time, on 
September 19, 1951. Subject-immediately took a taxi to the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad and boarded an eastbound train, departing 
at 8:55 PM. It v;as ascertained that subject was going to 
Ithaca, New York, where he would arrive at 12:45 AM, Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time, September 20, 1951. This informant 
advised that subject's baggage consisted of one large leather 
case, dark brown with light tan trim, and an overnight bag, either 
canvas or leather,-the color of which was a brilliant red. 

VI. INFORMATION CONCERNING ARTICLE WRITTEN BY 
SUBJECT IN THE APRIL, 1950 ISSUE OP THE 

■Scientific americTS 


Reference was made previously in this report to an 
article written by subject In the April, 1950 issue o,f the 


"Scientific American". Albany Confldent_lal InformantL 
known reliability, recently 
him from Albany Confidential Informa 
reliability. Confidential Informal 
"Scientific American", stated that it runs 
which the Soviets w-luld like to see in a popular 


of 


^ L j. i WO. 

iliCi 

“I 


in 


hy 


311 received 
|of unknown 
referring to the 
;o the sort of 'fetuff" 
scientific 

journal. Including left-wing authors on atomic energy and security 
questions. There runs through nearly all the Issues, a general 
vein of anti-security edltoi''ial policy and the most significant 
of this sort of material is in the May, 1951 issue at Page 33, 
where they deride the idea that the ROSENBERG-SOBPILL trial, at 
which GREENGLASS testified, dealt with real security matters that 
it was vital to keep secret. The theme is that the atom bomb 


is so complex 
a detail. 


that no individual could do much harm by revealing 


This informant went on to report that the magazine 
used information 'received from various left-wing authors and 
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A 


"5: 




u 


makes particular reference to subject, who, according to this 
Informant, was against the H-bomb development and holds that our 
best and proper defense against Communism is prosperity. This 
Informant advised that subject also attacked sepa.ratlsm and 
supra-natlonallsm, which "are ways of expressing the support of 
the one world Idea and that everybody should share the bomb and 
other atomic energy secret matters". 


This Informant further advised that the April, 1950 
issue of the "Scientific American", contained a 5,000 word 
article by HANS BETHE, which was suppressed, on account of four 
technical paragraphs, by order of the AEG. Informant reported that 
In one story on this incident, BETHE was Identified as "war-time 
chief of the-oretlca.1 physics a.t Los Al0.mos". According to this 
Informant, 3,000 copies already run off were burned, type was 
melted down, and every galley proof and script impoi^'led. The 
"Scientific American", through Its editor, GERARPjS^EL, attacked ‘ 
the AEG decision and went to some trouble to drum up scientific 
opposition to the AEC's policies on security in a v;ay fully 
consistent with the editors' general opposition to effective 
security policies. Further, according to this informant, the 
Pedera.tlon of American Scientists joined the protest, attackiiig 
attempts to restrict secret information and ridiculing the idea 
that "security lies in blind secrecy". 


the 

and 


On September 26 

"SpJjen±Llil±c_Ammiliiaii" 

SA 


an 


connection with 
the "Scientific 
advised by a friend. 


Editor 




a^rticle 
iraerican". 


, 1951, DENMIS^LANAGAIL. 
was interviewed by SA| 

PLANilGAN stated he met suDject in 
of BETHE's which was published by 
PLxANAGAN explained that he had been 


one EUGENE RABINOWITGH, of the staff of the 


"Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists" that BETHE had written an 
article on the hydrogen bomb. FLANAGAN advised that the 
"Bulletin of Atomic Scientists" is published in Chicago by the 
Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists and has a circulation of 
about 15,000 copies per month. He also advised that RABINOV/ITCH 
was a professor of physics at the University of Illinois and was 
co-editor of "The Bulletin". RIiBIMOWITCH suggested to FLANAGAN 
that the "Scientific American" might like to publish subject's 
article. FLANAGAN advised that he read the subject's article and 


-ifTDSJSl-UGATJOiTS IND:y'^ 
EilPLO'x. - 

‘ “ ' ' ‘(liHi'L. GASPJ. . 
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BETHE gave him permission to have it published. 

FLANAGAN said that when subject prepared the article 
he had it mimeographed and circulated about twenty copies among 
his friends and among othe r neonle to have it cleared. He sent 
one copy of the article to l I one of the five 

member s; of tho Atomic Energy Commission. V7hen the article was 
sent tc he was away on vacation and did not see it until 

the "Sclehtlf 10 American" had set up the art icle an d had run off 
about 5>000 copies. The article was sent to | | on a personal 

basis^and as a result it was not ex amined by any other mernher nf-- 

the Atomic Energy Commission during absence. When|_ 

finally read the article he felt that it'Odntained certain 
material which should not be published. FLANAGAN a.dvlsed that 
the Atomic Energy Commission destroyed the printing plates on 
the article and confiscated the 5}000 copies of the magazine that 
had been run off. FLANAGAN stated that none of the original 
copies of tlie magazine which was published in April, 19 ^ 0 , was 
delivered to the news stands. 

FLANAGAN stated he talked to the subject about' dele-^® g 
the objectlonal passages and they made several deletions. The 
Atomic Energy Commission then approved the article.in its corrected 
form. FLANAGAN advised that the article was a ncn-technical 
article on why BETHE did not want the United States to manufacture 
the hydrogen'bomb. FLANAGAN stated that since the article was • 
not technical, it did not occur- to subject that the information 
was not generally known. According to FLANAGAN, subject opposed 
the manufacture of the hydrogen bomb because he felt that this 
country could get by with the atom bomb and that in manufacturing 
the hydrogen bomb we would have to manufacture fewer atom bombs. 

FLANAGAN stated he believed subject's feelings were of a technical 
nature rather than of a political nature. 

FLANAGAN made available a copy of the April, 1950 issue . ^ 

of the "Scientific American" and in the first nar agranh sub.iect. _ 

in referring to a previous article, written by one I I 

stated that he agreed entirely vjith his view that the creation of 
the H-bomb makes pur country more vulnerable rather than more secure. 
Subject goes on to state that he vjill discuss the hydrogen bomb 
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both on the technical side and on the political sld§ and that on 
the political side he wished to take up the moral issue and the 
meaning of the bomb in the general framework of our foreign 
relations. 

The following Is quoted from the section of this 
a,rticle devoted to the moral issue involved in the construction 
of the hydrogen bomb: "I believe the most important question 
is the moral one: Can we who have always insisted on morality 
and human decency between nations as well as inside our own 
country introduce this weapon of total annihilation to the world. ■ 
The usual argument heard in the frantic week before the President's 
decision and frequently since is that we are fighting against a 
country which denies all the human values we cherish and that any 
weapon however terrible must be used to prevent that country and 
its creed from dominating the world. It is argued that it would 
be better for us to lose our lives than our liberty and with 
i this view, I personally agree but I believe this is not the 

1 choice facing us here. I believe that in a war fought with 

I hydrogen bombs we will lose not only many lives but all our 
I liberties and human values as well. 

I "Whoever wishes to use the hydrogen bomb in our 

conflict with the U.S.S.Ph either as a threat or in actual 
warfare is adhering to the old fallacy that the ends justify the 
means.a The fallacy is the more'obvious because our conflict 
with the U.S.S.R. is mainly about means. It is the means that 
the U.S.S.R. is using both in dealing with her own citizens and 
wlthoother nations that we abhor. We have little quarrel with 
the professed aim of providing a,decent standard of living for 
all. We would invalidate our cause if we were to use in. our fight 
means that can only be termed mass slaughter. 

"We believe in personal liberty and human dignity, 
the value and importance of the individual, sincerity and openness 
in the dealings between men.and between nations, prosperity for 
all and peace based on mutual trust. All this is in great contrast 
to the methods which the Soviet Government uses in pursuing its.- 
alms and which it believes necessary In the 'beginning phase' 
of Communism - which by now has lasted thirty-three years. 
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Regimentation of the private lives of all citizens, systematic 
educ3.tlon and spying upon one's friends, ruthless shifting of 
populations regardless of their personal ties and preferences, 
inhuman treatment of prisoners in labor camps, suppression of free 
speech, falsification of history in dealing both with their own 
citizens and ^-Jith other nations, violation of promises and treaties 
and the distorted Interpretations offered in excuse of these 
violations - these are some of the methods of the U.S.S.R. which 
are hateful to the people of the western world but if'we wish 
to fight against these methods, our methods must be clean." 

Later in the article subject states: "So we come 
finally to one reason and only one that can justify our building 
the H-bomb: namely, to deter the Russians from using it against 
us if only for fear of our retaliation. Our possession of the 
bomb might possibly put us in a better position if the U.S.S.R. 
should present us with an ultimatum based on their possession of 
it. In other words, the one purpose of our development of the 
bomb would be to prevent its use,not to use it. If this is our 
reason we can contribute m.uch to the peace of the world by stating 
this reason openly.' This could be done in a declaration either by 
Congress or by the President that the U.S. will never be the first 
to use the hydrogen' bomb, that we would employ the weapon only if 
it were used against us or one of our allies." 

On September 27i 1951. Dr. JOHN R. DUNNING, Dean of 
the School of F.nginee rino:. Columbia Univer sity. New York Cltv. 
was interviewed by SA and S/ J 

Dr. DUNNING stated he was ramiiiar wirn rne "Scientific American" 
and believed that it is the foremost magazine of its type in the 
country. He stated that it is not a "left-wing magazine" and as 
a matter of fact takes no political position. Dr. DUNNING stated 
that he was familiar with the circumstances surrounding the 
publication of the subject's, article in.the "Scientific American" 
and believed that the facts were the same as those mentioned by 
DENNIS FLANAGAN. ^ - 

DU'. DUNNING stated that he knew Dr. BETHE a.nd that he 
thought that BETHE had exercised "poor judgment" in publishing 
the article. He stated that he did not believe that BETHE's 
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opposition to the development of the hydrogen bomb was caused by 
any disloyalty to the United States. He further stated that 
Dr. BETHE is a very capable scientist and is playing a foremost 
part today in the development of the hydrogen bomb. 


On September 24;, 1951;, 


in Charge of Research, Cornell University, was interviewe d by 
the wri ter as reported previously. During this interview J 

jjstated that he had heard of the difficulties which arose 


over sub 
However, 
not read 


lect's artic le written for the "Scientific American' 


stated that he 
the article in question, 
has read the "Scientific American" 


weR not ecpuainted with and had 
did stated that he 


on ana on for several years 


and that in his opinion, by no stretch of the imagination, can it be 
considered "left-v/lng". He stated that he has always thought that 
the magazine attempts to keep Itself free from political questions 
and Issues. 


VII. MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATION AND INFORMATION 


b6 

b7C 


A. Results of previous investigation' 


The following investigation 
b n April 7 and 8, 194?. 
the University, Cornell University, 


TATag dfl 


Ithaca, New York, 


__ 

stated that he was personally acquainted with Professor 
had known him since he first arrived at Cornell in 1935. 
asserted that BETflE.was of excellent character and reputation, and 
that he was considered a very distinguished member of the Cornell 
faculty and a s being o ne of the outstanding theoretical physicists 


in the world. |_ 

or comments in any way 
beliefs or sympathies, pointing out 
was a German refugee who v;as regard 


any 

I 


stated that he had never heard 
derogatory pertaining to BETHE's 
that, on the contrary, 
d as 


and anti 


anti-Communist, 
and pro-democratic, 
emotionally pro-American 
stated that he has no 
the government of the United 
tion concerning politics was 


being strongly 


criticism 

political 

BETHE 

anti-Nazi, 


tot alitarian, being strongly pro-American 
[ stated that BETHE is one of the most 
naturalized citizens he has ever met, and 
doubt but tnat BETHE is entirely loyal to 

States. He added that BETHE's reputa- 
that it was very conservative, that he 
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seldom expressed himself on political matters, and was inclined to 
leave such matters to officials of the government charged with 
the responslhlllty of policy-making with respect to the United 





time has he had any cause to suspect or in any way question any 
of BETHE's activities, assoclcotes or conduct. He pointed out 
iso, in fact, a German refugee and that he fled from 
this country because of his dj ssp-rpopient with the Nazi 
ruling Germany at that time, 


that BETHE 
Germany to 

philosophy ruling Germany at that time. | btated that BETHE 

has frequently expressed himself as being anti-Nazi, antl-Communlst, 
and anti-tot alitari an and very strongly pro-American and pro- 
democratic. I [added that he knew that BETHE is concerned over 

the present aggressive political tactics of Russia, and that he 
feels that it is the responsibility of the United States to curb 
Russia in order to protect democracy and freedom throughout the 
world. V/ith respect to the disposition of atomic materials and 
the construction and disposition of atomic weapons, tated 

that BETHE is inclined not t(>6xpress himself on suih ropiCs. 


Dean CARLETON C. MURDOCK, Professor of Physics and 
Dean of the University faculty, advised that he had known BETHE 
and had been associated with him since his arrival at Cornell in 
1935 . Professor MURDOCK considered BETHE to be the highest type 
of gentleman from the standpoint of character and reputation,and 
an Intensly loyal citizen of the United States, MURDOCK described 
BETHE as being typically a "pure scientist" and that he occupied 
himself almost entirely with scientific research and did not 
associate with a.ny individuals outside' of his field. MURDOCK 
stated that BETPJE seldom makes any statements or comments of a 
political nature, and when he does he .is criticizing Communist and 
like philosophies and expressing himself in favor of democracy 
and Americanism. According to MURDOCK, BETHE is grateful to the 
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kr 



United States for accepting him^ granting him American citizenship 
and permitting him to pursue his scientific endeavors in this 
country. Professor MURDOCK stated that he would not have the 
slightest apprehension over the loyalty and patriotism of Professor 
BETHE. 


Laboratory b 


■itiTcrTear~S't;uclies 1' "advIsed that 


jl f. 

ho 


the 


Co rnell 
had'"iaTdwh: BETHE 


sjrnninr940j and that he had’^been intimately acquainted with him 
since ear'iy 19^3> "pointing out that h?3 and B ETHE wor ked very 
closely together at the Los Alamos project. I ] stated that 

had the highest regard for Professor BETHEdescribing him as a 
"pillar of strength" among the field of scientists, many of whom 
noted for their d iverse opinions in matters outside the field of 


he 


are 


]stated that he knev; BETHE to be conservative in/ 
icai opinions, being'somewhat socialistic but so deeply' 
the United States' that he vms content to let the 
appropriate government officials determine policy with respect to 
the political aspects of scientific matters. 


science. 
his pollf 
loyal to 


B, 


Miscellaneous interviews 


united 
BETHE, 


SA 


ind 

Staces Court” 


on 


House in New 

_stated that ALFRED 

casually. T^ \e nTr.mWP'.Q _ nr‘i^r\-nr\ -inc-- 


o 


I 


was interviewed by SA 
June 18 and 19, 1951 
York City. In discussing 
SARANT kr|ew BETHPj and his 


1.0 


Lhud_ 



at the 
Dr. HAN 

S 



personal friends 

respectively, of|~ | for a number of yeai’s 

sto.ted that LOUISE SAKAMT possibly knew Dr. BETHE throilrn^ 
] inasmuch as BETHE came to Cornell University 


ner 

in 


approximately 1935 or 1936. 


_[stated that he first met BETHE at Cornell in 

the Physics Department, having taken courses under him. He 


indicated that he knew BETHE only as a teacher and the only social 
relationship he had was to have att ^nrh-a'-i r eceptions at th e BETHE 


home on White Park Road in Ithaca. 
I I became acquainted wlj 


nursery school at v/hich his 


-tn -R-n'n-IT.TT? I 


stated that hisi 
ROSE;, through 


-“life, 

) had taught. 


imt!— 
He stated 
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that the name of this nursery school was Cornell Nursery School. 


City of 


[^ho is employe d as 


Ithaca and who Is also employed by 




b6 

b7C 


by 


_ was interviewed by the writer 

questioned concerning the relati onship 
HANS BETHE and PHILIP MORRISON. 
these individuals in and about Ithacaj 
SARANT. He stated that he recalls 
him a,bout trying to get BETHE to help him enter Cornell University 
Graduate School^ but that this is the only time SARANT ever 
mentioned BETHE and that he does not believe that they were very 
close friends. He stated that he does not remember SARANT ever 
mentioning MORRISON. 


the 

_Jas a ' 

in July^ 1951 and was 
between ALFPiED SARANT and 
\ advised that he has seen 
Firt he never saw them with b2 
something that SARANT once told be 


Albany Confidential T rf r . -nmnn-ir - 1 nf k nown 

reliabllltyj a former associate of|_| was 

questioned concerning the relationship between BETPIE and ROSS. He 
stated that he recalled BETHE as one of ROSS' clientSabut that he 
never heard ROSS make any particular mention of hiin, and that to 
his knowledge, they never were close friends or associates. This 
Informant further advised that he does not believe that subject was 
ever a close friend of ALFRED SARANT. 


dIL 


iinown 
lof 


Albany Confidential Informant!_ 

reliability^ and Albany Confidential Informant j _jof known 

reliability, who "both are acquainted with Communist Party activity 
at Cornell University, have advised tha't to their knowledge, subject 
has never been connected with any Communist activity or front 
movements since he has been at Cornell University. 


C. Correspondents of subject 


Albany Confidential Informant j j of known 
reliability, has advised that subject was in correspondence ^ 
vjlth the following Individuals during October and November.,' 1951* 
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Cryder's Pointy, Beechhurst;, Long Island, New York 


With reference to the above, it will he noted that 
Cryder's Point, Beechhurst, Long Island, is the address of subject's 
mother. 











# i 



with reference to the above calls. It was 
ascertained that Trumansburg, New York, telephone 90P12 Is a 
public phone booth In the Bath House at Tougannock State Park. 


Albany Confidential Informant |_f^f known 

reliability, furnished the follov/ing information concerning the 
Western Union telegrams, mentioned above. It will be noted that 
information obtained from this Informant can be made public .only 
In court upon issuance of a proper subpoena. 


conrainea 
that whenf 


messages 


land td 


I Both 
was further 
he Indicated 



telephone from which they were sent was 


telegrams 
ascertained 
that the 


It was ascertained from |_ _ 

Ithaca Savings Bank Building, Ithaca, New York that | 

Is an expression in Greek which equals our expression of "many 
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happy returns of the day" and it is the message generally used to 
convey one's wishes on a birthday. 


aersitv 


por.,-'r>^.Q +-.hA P.oc.-i R-p I w Of fine. OnmcTI_ 

TTn1vers1tv reflect that _ 

is a candidate for a degree in Chemical 
Enginee ring, having e ntered Cornell in September, 1948. His 
lis listed as 


Cornell University^ 
vjho entered Cornell 
Athen s, with his edu 
I stated that he 
the residence of Dr. 
duties he receives h 
l is a 

student a nd ethioto 
I that 

.s undouDueaiy 
in Corning, New York 
telephone. 


advised that he is 
with advanced stand 
ication sponsored by 
was instrumental in 
BETUE, where in re 
lis room and board, 
high-type indlvidua 
at Cornell Universi 
has a girl 
identical! with the 


|to Foreign St udents , _ 

acquainted wlth l 

Ing from the University of 

■ the A me ric an Field S e rv1c e. 

, placing!_pt 

•-.nm fipr certain house 
stated that 

ana is an outstanding 
ty. It was ascertained from 
. friend, who, according to 
individual at Mike's Grill 
called from .sub^Ject-'s ■' 


VIII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Information sot forth in this section, unless 
otherwise note4 is a compilation of material obtained fran the files 
of the It haca C redit Bureau, Cornell University, Confidential 
Informant! land "Who's Who". 


A. Birth and citizenship 


Ithaca, New York, made avaiiaoie 


'Hecord oi 


, Tompkins County, 
Petitions, Book 


No. .19 5 wherein is filed'Petition for Naturalization, 


1295. 


Supreme Court of New York at Ithaca, New York, which reflected that 
a petition of naturalization for HANS ALBRECHT BETHE was granted 
by that court on February 10, 1941. Certificate of Naturalization 
No. 5079504 was Issued. 
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A Certificate of Arrival attached to this file 
reflected that BETIffi arrived in the United States at the Port 
of New York from Bremen, Germany on February 8, 1935 on the 
S.S. "ALBERT BALLIN". He has lived in Ithaca, New York 
continuously since the date of his arrival in the United States. 


In his Declaration of Intention, BETHE stated that 
he was born at Strassbourg, Prance, July 2, 1906 and that he was 
German. He listed his last foreign reside nce as B aden-Baden. 
Germatav. ^ e listed the maiden name of hls| | as| 

Stated that they were married on September x-h, lyoy 
at; JMew Kocnelle, New York. She was born at Munich, Germa,ny, 
March 20, 1917 and entered the United States at New York City 
on April 30, 1936 and had not been na-turalized as a citizen of 
the United States. 

N • 

B. Relatives and family 


Father,. ALBRECHTlBETHE, 9_Q,Porsthaus Street, Frankfbvct, 
G erm any (b orn in Gei^m any and' citizen of Germany). Mother, ANNA 
BETHE, Cryder ’ S Point BrI7r>bhm->Fit'. Mpw York niorn in Fra inoo ■and 
Izen of GermanyK I residence 

I ■ I no-P£^ in , Cit izen OI 


-CTTC—UTTTTnTrr-TTTrarTTTTTTJ 

and citizen of the 








born i.n the United .States 

(born 


TTin -i- ro H -h n r 


TJnl 


C. Education 


Goethe Gymnasium, Frankfurt on Main, Germany; Univer¬ 
sity of Frankfurt; University of Munich (PI-D, Degree, 1928); 
honorary degree, Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, June, 1950. 

\ 

D. Employment 

1928 to 1929 , University of Frankfurt (assistant in 
theoretical physics); 1929;- Stuttgart Technical High School, 
Stuttgart, Germany; 1930 to. 1932, Private Docent, Munich, Germany; 


-49- 













I 


r 


AL 100-12000 ^ 

1932 to 1933:9 University of Tubingen (lecturer in Physics); 1933 
to 1935:. University of Manchester;, Manchester^ England; 1934 to 
1935:- University of Bristol, Bristol, England (research fellow); 
1935 to 1937 j Assistant Professor', Cornell University, Ithaca, 

New York; 1937 to date. Professor of Physios, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York; 10/10/42 to 3/1/43 j on leave of absence from 
Cornell, at the Radiation Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge, Mass.; 5/1/43 to 2/1/46, on leave of 
absence from Cornell, on Project Y, BSM Project, Los Alamos, 

New Mexico (Division leader of the Theoretical Division). 

It also will be noted that subject, wrote the article 
on"Neutrons" in the "Encyclopedia Brltannlca - Revised". 

It will be further noted that subject is a consultant 
to the Atomic Energy Comiriission and has also been employed as 
consultant by the Genera.1 Electric Company in Schenectady and by 
the Brookhaven National Laboratories, 

E. Residence addresses 


Prior to 1935:. Bristol, England, Manchester, England 
and Tubingen, Munich, Stuttgart and Frankfurt, Germany; 1935 to 
1937 , Ithaca, New York; 1937 to 1939, 101 Hlghgate Road, Ithaca, 

New York; 1940, 104 NortBway Road, Ithaca, New York; 1941 to 
1942 , 20 Remington Road, .Ithaca, New York; 8/42 to 3/43, 10'Porre.st 
Street, Cambridge, Mass; 4/43 to 1/46, Rost Office Box 1663 , 

Santa Fe, New Mexico; 1946 to date, 209 White Park Road, Ithaca, 

Now. York. ‘‘ 

P. Foreign travel 

7/35 to 9/33) Germany and England; 7/36 to 9/36, 

Germany and Switzerland; 8/37 to 9/374 Germany; 7/38 to 9/38, 
England, Germany and.Switzerland; 7/39 to 8/39, Canada; summer 
of 1948 , U.S. Office of Naval Research assigned subject to visit,. 
Physics Departments in England (Manchester, Cambridge, Birmingham, 
and Bristol), in Germany (Frankfurt, Munich, and Goethlngen), and 
in Switzerland; summer of 1951, subject traveled in England, 

Germany and Switzerland. 
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G. Membership In organizations 

National Academy of Science; Nevj Yc-rk Academy of 
Science; American Physical Society; American Astronomical Society; 
Federation of American Scientists; Association of Scientists of 
Cornell University; Sigma Xi; Phi Kappa Phi; and Gamma Alpha. ' 


H. 


Motor vehicle 


registration 


b6 

Motor Vehicle Bureau records In the Tompkins b 7 c 

County Sheriff's Of flee ^ Ithaca,, Nevj Yorkj reflect no motor vehicle 
registered under he name of sub lent . but two motor vehicles 

_l a 1935 Ford V-8 coune._ 

York registration]_ 

model TH . eight cyli nder. 


registered to his 
color gray, engln 
and a 1950 Pontla 
color gray, serla 
York registration 


A 


New 


C , f 0 
1 no - 

ur-door r.ndar 





engine no, 


New 


I. Description 


The following description of subject was o-btained from 
records and augmented by personal observation: 


Date of Birth; 

July 2, 1906 

Place of Birth: 

S t r a s s b 0 u r g, Alsace-Lorraine, 

Germa.ny (.France) 

Citizenship: 

United States (naturalized) 

Race; 

White 

Height: 

5'll" 

V/elght: 

190 pounds 

Eyes,: 

Blue 

Hair: 

Black 

Build: 

Heavy 

Characteristics; 

President Residence 

Forel,gn accent; very precise in 
speech 

Address: 

209 White Park Road, Ithaca, N.Y 

Employment: 

Professor, Cornell University,. 
Ithacci, N.Y. 

Photogra.ph; 

Available 
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J. Credit and Criminal 


Subject has a s' 
the Credit Bureau of Ithaca' 
information of a derogatory; 


itisfactory credit record with 
1 and his file there contains no 
nature concerning him. 


Subject' has no ■ 
Police Department or the To' 


criminal record with the Ithaca 
iipkins County Sheriff's Office. 


I 


I 


PENDING - 
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ADMM_PAJIR 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Copies of this report are being designated 
for Albuquerque, Boston, Buffalo,-Chicago, and Miami for 
information purposes in view of the fact that these offices 
may be requested to conducted investigation in the future 
in this matter. 

This__report is being given a security classi¬ 
fication of ^Oeoi'trf” due to information set forth concerning 
NEPA and also due to the possible Involvement of subject in 
Soviet espionage. 
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ADMIN. PAGE 


Leads 


/ 


TH E BALTIMORE OFFICE . 

At Chevy Chase, Md. 



V/111 Identify and furnish gmr i -^a-nnrrQt-n-n-r -! rirnTTn- i at-T r| n 
appearing in office files co ncerning 

|?e lephone 


THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

At Los Angeles, Calif. 



Will intervievl 


Institute of 


Numerical Analysis, UCLA, regarding his knoviledge of the 
handling of classified documents and material in the safes 
in subject's office at Cornell University, and determine what 
persons may have had access to such -informat ion. (It will be 


noted that subject ha^ 
during a meeting v/lth 


advised that 


was present 


Will hold the above lead in abeyance pending 
authorization of same''by Bureau 


THE NEWARK OFFICE 




At Linden, N.J. 


O''' Will identify and furnish any d erogatory inf orma- 

tion appearing in office files concerning[ 


teleph one 




telephone 


and 


r 


2 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE 


^it Beechhurst, Long Island 


Will Identify and furnish any Information of a 
(^e-ccp-s-hn-pv nstnup spp,---ar»ing in office files pertaining to 

It is noted that an individual by this, 
name was pne recipient' of a check in the amount of $510.00 
Issued by subject on August 9, 1951; also, that the residence 
of subjec t's mnthou a t Cryder's Point, Beechhurst, L.I., 
is called [ (Letter postmarked 10/17/51) • 


b6 

b7C 
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ADMIN. PAGE 


t ^At Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Will Identify and furnish a H p -p n o-p -h n-ptr -i n f n p t-, i n n 

appearing In office files concerning L 
I ( Letter postmarked 10/l4/ 
that subject*.^ ] I navne was 



f will bfe noted 


At New York City 


Will identify and furnish,any information of a 
derogatory nature contained in office files concerning the 
following listed individuals and/ or telephone numbers; 


•^^Cduncll on Foreign Relations. (Letter postmarked IO/ 8 / 5 I). 



specific Inform.atlon in her possession concerning any alfeged 
Communist or espionage activities on the part of subject. 

^'W'^ill interview LOUIS P. BUDENZ for any specific 
information in his possession concerning any alleged 
Communist or espionage activities on the part of subject. 


Ab^Garden City, L.I. 
. . —>---- 


derogatory nature 


Will identify and furnish any information of a 


opearlng j.n offic e files concerning 
telephone 


- 56 - 









AL 100-12000 






ADMIN. PAGE 

/•^At Glen Cove, N.Y. 


Will Identify and furnish any Information of a 

nat-Tj-ppy appp/ TPl’np- in off i r*.P f i 1 COnceming 


telephona 


^At Yorktown Heights 


Will Identify and furnish 3.ny information of 
a derogatory natu re appearlnp; In office files concerning 

( | or I ■ K-.Alpphnnp 

and Nevj York City telephone|_| 

y / THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


Will' check the records of the Passport and Visa 
Division, Department of State, for all pertinent information 
concerning subjcco’s-foreign travel. 


Will interview 

Atomic Energy Commission, ror informatioii 
concerning subject’s breach of security 
written by him in the ’’Scientific American". 


a member of the 
in his possession 
in the article 


b6 

hi 


THE ALBANY OFFICE 

At Syracuse, New York 


Will identify and 
derogatory nature appe aring: 

(It 


furnish any inform.atlon of a 


in office files co 
will bo no ted that 


[name of subject' 


t 


cernitji g 
is 


At Dryden, New York 

Will Identify and furnish any inform.ation of a 
derogato ry nature appearing in office files concerning 
Telephond 


i 
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ilDMIN, PAGE 

At Poplar Ridge, Nev; York 


Will identify and furnish any information of 
derogatory na ture appoa ring in^ office files concerning 
\ Telephone | 


At Schenectady, Ne^^r York 


Will Identify and furnish-any 
a derogatory nature appearing in offi ce 

Ite 


information of 
files concerning 
lephone 


At Ithaca, New York 


Will interview 


Laboratory of 


Nuclear Studies, for any information regarding his knowledge 
of persons having access to information contained in the 
safes.in subject's office. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Will hold this lead in abeyance pending authori- 
zatlon from the Biireau. 


Will locate and intervievJ 


ormer 


of subject in the summer of 194'/, for any Informa- 
biun conce'rnlng her knowledge of persons having access to 
subject’s safe and for the>manner in which classified material 
was maintained by subject. 


. Will, through established contacts, sources of 
information, and confidential Informants, follov/ and 
report subject’s activities at Cornell University. 


Will 

~b.nd 


mainta;i n contact with Confidential Informants 
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FEDERAL BURfiAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

TmS CASE ORIGINATED AT ALBANY 


, • REPORT MADE AT . 

NMARK. 


DATE W^EN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

-------;-— 

REPORT MADE BY *■ > 

1/10/52 

. 

WHICH MauE 



■DE C L AS SIFIED; BY '6032 2-/UC / LP /DC G/OT 
ON 09-29-20i:i6 ^ ■ 

FIUE NO. ' V , 


■ ■ b6 

tl,' ■ b7C 


CHARACTER OP CAjSE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


I AGENCY- 



I anq both of Lind to,, ^ ' 

. i^ntiried. Newark indices reflect no 

inforiP^tion identifiable with eiidaer. 


• I ‘ . - R U G . 

■/ ;■ 

Confidential Informant Newnrl j | of known reliability 
advised thatl '^^ Tnlir nf* IQfil Fhn mibnnr^ t ‘ 


ItTiJEsiaiiirrtirgTarl 



The current Lin 



The current Linden City 
ccupatio^ as "real e,sta.teiP 
his residence as abbVe.and, 


identifies his 


'V>^ 


^ c*' 


A report at the Credit Bureau of Greatfer Newark, 24 
Er.anfprd Place, Newark, N.J. B /6/A9 ref. Leets the 
following, information regarding /^AGENCi -/^—j 

r — / REQ,. . 

Name. JaEP'T.fQS'!?. 

Age. ' , 

'Hife ■_ 

Children-, One 

Residence ■ I 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


/} COPIE 

Bureau ■ 


$ SPECIAl. AGENT 

IN Charge . 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT ' 


DO NOT WKfTfc,' IN THESE SPACES 


'-t StC'3^. 


RECQBCED-J 



- Albany (100-12000) 

MWvasnK 9 A 33 i) 


<K«ia«ism 


I . PROPERTY DP FBI j 

confidenrial r ?port and' its 
con terns are loaned to you by the 
j PBI and are not to be distributed 
outside of. agency td which loaned. 













i 




NK 65-4331 


Eiifekaai 


Employment 


321 Westfield Ave., Eliz., N.J. 
for prior feight years 
. Assistant Superintendent 
Prudential Life Insurance Co., 
Eliz.,, K,J*, for past 14 years. 


Newark indices and-records of the Linde n. N.J. Po lice 
Department failed to reflect any record, identifiabls vit H I ■; 


The a.bove m finti hriRd tel 
not reflect any listing for g j 

. . ■ ■ Gonfid entlal Inforn ymtl 

however,.thatjfirst nam^ isp 
the ,E3q)erimental Laboratory of the Gflisi 


Lity and credit records do 


oi iinown rsiikbility, advised, 
and that he is employed in' • 
liline Co., Linden, N.J. 


- Newark indices and records of the Linden ^ N.J. Pol ice 
Department failed to reflect any record identifiable with 


- RSEERRED UPON COmSTION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. - 


" - r-r m 
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SAC^ Albany (100*12000) 

Vireciior, FBI (^*60393) 

HAFS AISUim^BETBF 
mPXCMGB • B 


January 8^ 1952 


ALL IHFOEHATION COHTAIIED 

HEEZIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/RU 


I- Re Albany letter December 18, 1951, and report of 

^^1_fo/ eane date^ wherein thu nur/mu mna 

to grant authoriMat ion for interuiem ___J 

I I of Phyeica Laboratory o f Duclear Studies. 

Cornell Ifniuersitu^ Ithaoa, item York. and | 

_|o/ Phyaica at Cornell 

Cniuersity^ mho ia indicated aa being preaently located at the 
Institute of Numarioal Analysis, University of California at 
Los Angeles, California, 

Tour office and the Los Angeles office are heremith 
authorised to conduct the desired interviews 

and\ _ | »r>Jg.&g information might appear in tfye files of 

either of your offices which would make such interviews 
inadvisable at the present time. These interviews should be 
limited to determining the extent of their knowledge as to the 
manner of handling classified documents and material u^ich were 
retained in the safes of subject Bethe at Cornell University, 
as well as the identity of the persons known to them to have had 
access to the material in these safes. They should be specifical, 
interrooated as to their acquaintance with Alfred Sarant, Weldon 
I and William Perl, and as to information they might 
have as to the possibility of any of the foregoing having had 
access to the material in Bethels safes. They should also be 
questioned as to the possible accessibility of these persons to 
any information relative to the JfEPA (Wucleaf yEj^srgy, for the 
P^puUUn of iirplan,,) '4 93 -I f 

It 1003 note, that ref let I 

was presently at the Institute of Numerical Analysis, University 
of California at Los AngsXes, However, a recent inquiry at the 
Atnnir, Energy Commission has developed that as of June, 1951, 
was destined to go to Brasil for a period of one 
yedf WiCTe ae was to serve as an exchange professor at the 


University of Brasil, It is rtytt'^noien^ qfjlif^er, 
actually did make this trip, 

0ffltt9^intewiews dhou^dxJie^h^died by 
aaenta oAyo^ the 

I cotqfiWcre melius fTnk A1 

should ma te theLos AfigeS^es off ice 

of SarantJi Perl for^e^fi^bi tion to I 

of this interview, / >— 

ON PAGE la, yf C-^ 

cot Los Angeles * 

EFE:mpm 


whether 




fVAkwr. 

3 off ice photo:', 


'les 

tion 


















NOTEz ^ check has been mad^ of Bufiles relative t<\ 

and Charles Parker Baker, ana tne 


b6 

b7C 


results are being set forth hereinafter. 


was born in ETC 


of American'born 


parents* He received a B*8* degree at MIT jn 7P.?Q and — 

Ph,B* at P rinceton in 1942* Ee was appointeq_ 

I \ of Physics at Cornell U* in 1944 and remained 

•there until 1950, when it is indicated he went to the 
Institute of Numerical Analysis at UCLA* 


It is noted \ | ioos one of the \ _|o/ the 

Theoretical Physics Division at Los Alamos during the 
period that Emil Julius Klaus Fuchs was, assigned there* 

Me was, according to Bethe, present at the tine Fuchi 
visited Bethe in Ithaca, NT* Fuchs denied\ 
nnrf.intinted in espionage* The main case file on 

I/ails to reflect any information indicxit ina 
o’omnunist activities or espionage on the part of\ 

Ee has been interviewe d a number of previous p erAsiank 
in connection with the \ b nd Fuchs 

cases, os well es a number of AM investigations, , 

(100^344431} 116-‘26772) 

Baker was born Leominster, Mass,, February d, 1910, 

He received a B,A. in Physics from Denison U*, Granville, 
Ohio, in 1933, and M*A, and Ph,D* degrees in physics , 

from Cornell u* in 1940, Baker $8 presently an Assis'^kmnt ; 

Professor in the Laboratory of Nuclear Physios at Cornell I 


While the main case file on Baker fails to reflect any 
indication of CP or espionage activities, . v-f nn^f-^rfnv 
i-.hn-f:. in connection with the case entitled 


■•'I 


et al} AEA and TGP, Baker admitted having taken 3 


small pieces of uranium from Los Alamos v^iich he sa6- < r ; m 
sequently returned* Baker has been previously iniier ^ em m »»«c) 
on several occasions and found to be cooperative* 

.(n$^22S91f 117-‘614-‘174) , , ' 
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■ oot«K 

__ n»v>lA 

_ 3flo«j.«8 

_______ -rrfcv 


_ oooa .&inT 
______ desaK 

_____ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT i 


TO •• DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAG , BALTIMOR^( 65-1974) 

SUBJECT; ALBRECHT BETHE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE; 

ALL IlIFOPmTIOIJ COI'ITAIMED 
HEFa:iH 15 miCLASSIFIED 



DATE. 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/PlT 


SA 


Relet to Alba ny from Director 12/12/51* Rerep of 
[ dated at Albany 12/12/51 • 


The Baltimore Offic e files contain no identifiable 
information with respect td 

I P - -H - 


The Baltimore Office will make neighborhood inquiry 
to identify this individual and the Washington Field Office 
is requested to check its indices and to check with the 
Credit Bureau of Washington for identifying information* 


PXJrfw 

cc - Washington Field 
Albany (100-12000) 


b6 

.b7C, 












8 AC, iUJMxr (loo-aaooo) 
vmcTcm, I 8 X ( 65 - 60393 ) 


■, klh IMFOKMATIOK COHTAIHED 
'■.HEEtefn IS jjlJCLASgjFIED 
'DAIE^- 0 SB^ 2 'f -2006 BY 60322 /IJC..''LP/DCG/PJiJ 


Jmmey 1% 295S 


BSPXQMOi 


Wmmimt ISf/lS^SL lOmntm ion tiMtt tbt Bmmm aaaemom 

i0ith MBA {Wmimat fjffjy fttr rari p ui «lw> of MfOMft ana/M 


th« AlOMie BaMfjr ffwlMlnn 1» lami am of ttoir nvMMstatlvwi 
iMiMt mtMmim af ••Ai in latlia’a aMlaa fMr favpaaa oB 

||kte|jlia( HUL IllriMlMiltMl 90 ttlMlaid IdMHMift nittl MrfMMM tiKi 
mA AI^PMAAIMI AA iliotftxl AMIHMVto WlMMPjUlX« 

_ tixlB iMMcrfc# s ^immi InA nt'tti 


_Zft tkirn Mivwt# m immi InA iit«k|_^6 _| 

I I aif iha 8aawitgr MLviaiaa^ Atoaia Banur Owtaatan, it 

1MI AirtisMAiMNI Awbi AiMQpwtKtoii a% %1mi jpmnhbA ttHii Munw ixi^ 

jNtfpoM mlMii JMPpMMrtAon im MiijLliMLii ik cwiiMAs 

ijpMUnc ckXimSAA^A Aocuma% im lA^slJ^i jKpmi lAttii *i 

imtufitMi It WMi MdLjBiteA oiA ttei XiMMiHni dA HMC teA mA* 

parloaia aaaiaritgr aur f aya Batfaa aa a faiKUitar aiaaa 19%7 aaA tbaaa b6 
auraay aafOrla feaaa laflaetaai tliaA Batlw*a aMaMr M, hanillng rlaaatfiai b 7 c 
AMWMAlti MMI MtiAAlMtOVy &0A 'OMit tiMNI iMA tMA MP AflAAMitlAll OA fflfy 
■ l aain g daei—wita « £& aiiitiaa^ it aaa atatiA tlait AM laai laaaliaA 
Ami Bit hi % iJoniwitQiy oif clMSlAAiA Asaonata to hla 

p o a aa aalett «a aC yataraaorr 33^9# aaA Amm 1950* fiiair aaxt 
i m an t oac y Itaa Batha ia daa aiavnA llMN:k« 199S* 

far fMT iBfa a ttl on> tbaaa i n a wtarta a fandiiAMha Bj latoa 
Inrliiilirt tte fAHMiiMEi Ai^fei oA AMiMMta AiMSflBtiMi idA nAMraM* 
aaiar n«BNr« aaaAar^ aaA rl.aaalflaailnn, Za Abm aaaat yaar aCfiaa 
Aaairaa ca p l aa af tka a far a l ati a n a A to f ant or i aa aiAadttaA ky aiibjaet 
Batoa^ irranpiaaaaa^ ailX ka aaAa ta a a ear a aaaa fvaa ABC* Zt ia aotaA, 
h o a n a r » tkat AI6 Aaaa aort aaka aogr lAiaak ta aaaiff Atmt all alaaalfiaA 

AHiUMMlto to tWIO iMNOI MldO OVOlllKlO tO XOtlMI MO ML If 0 0110(1 AM 

to tkaaa totaatariaa^ kok niatnaarily rallaa aailAA fkailtty^a atata* Q. . 
aaak tkat aaaa aaa aiaatoB aaA aa tkato i^pat' akai^ aiAa at tba tiaa of 
a aa aari tar aaraay af tka fkaiZity* . 


A mwAm Ms bMHi mAh of tte MMAMiM'liMtioiii oA tin 
rapoa ta aovMrtoB tka tartoua aaeuritgr ataitaya inAt'aC Wmtiam*9 afllaa 
IIBO OOtOA MmA to MW IMMTtOf lOtIO Ot 00 tlOO 

MAOtOllliNl OOJT OlOMB out AiO OlMOlAioA AOOMOOtO lo hi# 


aci Bav Zkvt <65-Z9836)‘ 
inaaevllLa 
EFB:he 0. 


Discuasion concerning this natter on 1/3/52 with 


of the 


Security Division, AEG. 


SS^EB l ie 52 HANisiss? 


iCORDED 


K.StSISO 


.> . 


^9 







pOMMSlott iia» ^ ^ vnry UMtgtyutim timet maA tte tmt tbaet all 

eetk. relMtlm t^emtte me p t gfw a tA ia hi» om ettSm* It me ixdleeteA, 
hewetee, tlUKt siaut IS^, « «JLMaifl4iA Utmmt' Mflatur \mm hem 

uAIUmA httk fM ii rl te ell ieee m Aym eet awlfiAag mernme, ttde mtXeiier 
helag MliifliMii ia eeim Ul eeemthemm etth tte 4mte et 

reeeift e§ ttm t wiwuttfil et eeeh iummet. Tbexe is hels^ emt teeth 
heseiaetUe tee yem ieteemttm esrtaiii ysrUatai iafMnHtisa ee exteeeteA 
teem lasteat AiC ssesarilqr eweey xeyeete, th e isisst ssssrity m snusy ee^ext 
tetsA Ost«^»sr $, IS^Sl# lAAsli me mtmtLtteA >y I le t the Wee 

tetk am ^p«estiSB«I Cttiee, eetlmtet the^ Weaee IXheei^t heihe me elssssA 
ee e saA is yrsssiitlar eertXxm miee tern s s ste s s ts la the 

folLsndai (1) i^sstottsiUa emtiemt tee Mk MAmt (2) esasultsat oas 

tlMorstiesl jhyelee for Lss AXhmo, (t) soiioia.iaoA Qsaona iXsetrls 
Cammy, tehemeteifyt tee WeeteeA, (k) eeauniiisot so lH is orsia,ssl ]^bgrslss for 
heochlaemm lofeisosl USh eeeile e y * 


At itis tdUw sf iliis Qetah er eueeee oiy i|_ 
listsA ss s«nfiiig ia tbs sspseitj sf I I ts 

AlmmM f|li» tmoet gsflsst^ tllSt I I 

1 EMldLM nboit 

—— X- -.A,.-._ .« ciiasi. 


b6 

b7C 


Astiis SO » hs ls.ttsr»s Lss 




it 


m^Lemmmrwlle^SmnrnBS~i^^ 

to tbs. WBtA ssfs etaiinst. 


"A* eleeeemem 'froo AMC, 
Tmt eekf Bsths Massif feod ssesss 


b6 

b7C 


[ 


the ssssritgr ernmy ysy s rl > of NutA X4 IS^1> nftoittsA by! 
of tbs Xnr Istk AM Gysrotloail ®ifiss» MdsetsA tboA tbs 
porsoM bsA seosss to tbs AlO oaA WttA ssfss as i o a isotsA in tbs Oetobsr report 
It me eeBtSem&t hemme, tbatt Sr. FhlUip Morrisso nos ssiog tbs lame 


txeme ia latbs's AK ssfs ssibiast for tbs stssofls of aiurisss OMc 
<^UMNiifisd issvMsats M suri s A to M wntAsiau bat t hat bs> llsprlso% only sseurss 
ssesss to tbeee Assaosats tbrosAh l ' 


At 


libsoiss _ 

to 'ttis AlC ssfs eaMast. 
MKPA cs^lBst. 


tar sartsy ea gsBtsObsr . l8^ 


1950* sbiob SOS 

hsA scesss 


eds rsport ootsA tbot soly Bstbs bsA socsss to tbo 


libs April SO* IS^* sssuritar ssmy eegeet sdboitteA by! □ 

|sf tiM Isir fort AM Ofsmtisosl Qffiso* sbossA Hast tbs ssos psrscois hsA 
oessss to eete ssbiasto os laAl cstsA bsrttsfsvs ia tbs SsytsSbor, 1950* zspfart. 
At tbs tias of Hds ewrmy it aas astsA that Bstbs asiHor ssdatsiasA a sMdgs 


b6 

b7C 
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b6 

b7C 


tn&Kt fyitwiii fMf 

Sbi itftugilar awfiar fWf orjrdiiir 10« 

•tKti g ifor to nldeli iwnMrtt* HmkI Ivtlte nujai^MiSat 
flMM tor WMi -JOB mt^meiMX, tr iHkMi 1 m» «iid[_3lIIZIf 
otiMqr tor telo WtfA mgAmtiml, Iw onljr 



1^ fimt of 
>t Mi Itai 


': tiMaw iro iMdag lirlMi iMwlMftor iSm ioito of pemrimm •oeiwitgr 
•um^^tiforlo ^ iie foprootsMtiwiy tototlmr %1 m iinaittioo of tlio 
fonoflui; liMoi ^mnOM m hmUng 1mA mmmm to Botbt's ooto oiiMUart ia «ldU$h ho 
rotolaoi oil of his ol o ssiftoi ^ Mtorlfti irtsr to tho rMndlTt of so e on i sofo 
^itMxmiiti m or litoiit Octoior iO# XjA9a 


.e 


/ ( 


Boroaitar lH. 

anilothat 

/ IMr 17# IWJ_|! 

/ my 30# mj, 


aai latt»t 

my U, XWf, 


aai Bathe. 


sai loihos 


Zt is iiotoi thot Hbm oihovo inforiHciioo roXoliini to atm .iiontitios of 

hBVijOg; mstmtm t» ^wA4.ia»^ i« 

aot QwtliS oiy oo M S is twat tfith 

t^.; stotoMustJifJ_ _los rsflootot la 'thi ngport of 

Sg^ohiitX Afoatj_jiatoi tooMftor If, «t AUrnmy, Wmr lOtrtc# 


Ihs <»* yi»Mnoi«iw .anotrii^t oa poM XS of 
’'rolstliNi to l^ho anBOoiot of olossiflod aMtosiai hsr^ 
ji^ ■ yff«y^n l- oourlor fi’ iiM i y i Q rii j jooos aos of 


’’ If iiC, SMqr rtootstoi thatl 


JBGpImGk^BIw 


XSBBSSSm 
_|tilX^fiH||^ 


Qif 4^1,jy t pfi nfiiiwiftw 

JTurlititjp iiittispogsti^ ull^ ^ 

liiir mi rfet ^ imi tso wt99s% w lypjpiiradtitetft# IMS iaciaon t. fho 

SOW Tecek Qffloo .is ■ttswsforo rotoosto&.to rttotorrioii l _ „ 1 *^ •“ oorly 

CUK^il|t jr09^ 'bhEM^ ^0®r 0®^®^KU3flW fllOOW^ Cwli^BlwL^ii^PGl jL33Et CBPMBWR^ .3 P(wJKv'3L1f^ wO w’lxm 


wk%m w .CulHMUlLMl BBrJI BBwnjyL. HIIXBII Mgr MtB OtMm MmB 

ssaiiiMo to Bstho, it SOS iiseoTtitnwi that Hw floBimi iafOiMKlioa as to 
Botho's nsdLstsoBjico of 'Sajf c hsr g o out rsoosis, iootsiBat roflstorsi 
or his stiMissioa of ia wo ato r i os e«a ho soeorod throoiii aa anropelato ehoeh 
St oithor tho watk Offieo st Osh BliaB, ISnnMooo, or poMli^ the Air Fcroe 
Offioo St Osh 1UL%», ohiM latter- of^eo osirslooi o«rtaia iastoetioa 
raapsEHiibili'^ oivar tha WBk projoct. Aeeorilagly, tho JQMntvills Offieo ia 


-3 












MfiMrtwd im maim m lawitatlt tlwtlit ^ itliifiitiit' Him mUmInuI'^ of oueb 
lafoflnwUottf not it iaa^amUm or mHam xoforto oo to BotlMi*» office 
tuto loci to ft tlttjr olioalA bo owdiiio* for i a f O go rt Soa iiJIong Him aaam linos 
M MBtioaitft io t&U Xi tt oo* In tlov of the Waaaam'a yw ioo ut istoKoot i» 
irtiftiMnr IHM 4v(Ni wm Mtiit 1te'S9fS#lv %t9Niii|||^ tlit 

SiMMUsflMBSiitt jLii ommbwIoooi masr 

•KflillOhlt iSfMtOCtOO of CtlOMtlfSoP HDfii fOOUMHitO ill tllO pOMlOSOlOlt Of 
Bstilm bo mmAo oaf. furaiobeA Oo the bunMOi. 

for tte iafotetion of tbo IQmillo Offieo, tlic Bncm bos reeoivod 
%hi?oiiidi SusvlA (IriKTiffl iii CilttAMMA Sovlii^ iUidL UsaemuAL & 

ccmfiOotttiiil lafecoont of nnlmowi zoUiMLlitgr to Hta ofCOet tbot Into in i^bd 
or oorly in »Bo oi a> o rg bod soeuvod tbo ootiMootios of tbo WBiA iroioet. 

As Wk 1^ tnfflirwiittoo j ^iyssM jpiiteUtei ^i i fn f twiOTi sctciiftMiflsA 

SXk SH &ttWt% iW AtiMOniriLlMI itiMI mwm asA ^iMI HMTIi mA^isni sf "His WA 

UlljUoll MQT MMi iJStO JIMMImM^^S yMMMrtMU ZlMMMlt Ml iM $M kMHM 

^iMKtr Aiths VMi jLS> yMNMMiClM ^ IMpMTto mAjhAAMI AS ^IMUI 

Obows oboeb is boi^ aeooinostod on Hb* gowibili ^ tlwt socfa dots soy bom boon 
ooctirod tbreijgh IoUmi Iqr ol^lior dlfrod Snraat o n N >tb of 

obon mmm ocfoolotod oitb Botbo ot IJonaolX thdmirsltr end oso sussNMstod of 
IHiXJIII MffMSy S QC ^Ml JWMMMStI MfydU)M||P Ilt^MMPlU 

fbo i^oio Sjnootifoldo^ sboold bo gi'ina tomt y rany t nttonUon sad oil. 
MMMPte *Hiiitis %§ nfeidLAteA ^ s ifMM sul^Abl/i fMf AlMNMdMdKiMio !Ete AlltMiy 
OItIsAMI Is %Xk IJWiMElA^MMNI* 
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FEDERAL BUREACf OF INVESTIGATION 

DECLASSIFIED BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/Rl 


FORM tiOi a ^ - 

THIS CASE ORIGIMATED AT ALb AlM X 


ON 09-29-2006 


REPORT MADE AT 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


DATE WHEN | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE I 12 / 28 . 29 / 51 ; 1 / 2 , I - 

7, 10 , il 5 lif /52 I- 


HANS ALBRECHI^ETHE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


b6 

JR(b7GEH 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


SECHHI'TY INFORMATION 


rSKCY • Li— 
b. EEC'D-V^ 
|f>I IOxuLM. 


INS records reflect subject born Strasbourg, 

Prance (Germany) 7/2/06, Imjnigrated to TJ.S, ' 
as German subject February 8, 1935? to accept 
Physics Professorship at Cornell Universityo 
Made subsequent su mtiie-p visit a tn Germany (^ 

^ 1935-193'?'- Married lalso~ a Germ an 

r y-g;i>iigrant, September' i'ij., 1939«'I 

| of German Physicist, emigrated to 
Sc Apiul 30 , 1936 , aiid attended Smith College, 

-Subject and xifife naturalized 3/1/41 10/3/41 

respectively. Passport records indicate sub¬ 
ject made one and six month visits to Europe 
April 2 and June 1, 194®?'^ 01 ^ business and vacation 
and three month trip to Europe June, 1951? on 
nleasure and business under sponsorship of ONR. 

I _|AE'C, recommended publication ' 

of H-'bomb article by BSTHE be suppressed during 
March, 1950, considering the article in light of 
gBSTHE’s prominent association with AEC (AEG Con- 
gsultant) would ref lect unfa irly 0 x 1 the purpose 
of the commissi onv, I ponsidered incident 

poor judgment on BeThE ' s part bx.it has no doubt 
< as to BE0?HS’s sincerity and loyalty. Subject ''-v 
g reportedly vras leader of a group of prominent —^ 
^ physicists xirho held a press conference at NYC 
» priysical Society meeting in February, 1950, urging 


52 ft £4 x' 
^ fC OSm 


physicists xirho held a press 
priyslca,! Society meeting ir; 




a LT,.s 


aeciai’ation 


,waiu: are ..js 
/AnJ< ^ 


■i .. 


H-b omb 

findn 


first 


LU T-* 

ce j 

JLU 1 ^ 
o j 

Luf 
O:: ^ 


APPROVED AND 
FORVyARDEDi 


SPECIAL. AGENT 
^ IN CHARGE . 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE 


INDEXED - 51 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

Bureau (End.) 

3 Albany (100-12000) (Enel.) 
2 “ VJashlngton BUeld 
(65-6064) 


'i J 

JPM '29 ' aS52 


PROPERTY OF FBI - This conffe!«3fi^ report and its contents are loaned to you by the 
FBI and are not to be distributed outside of agency to which loaned. 

A . > — 


6 ,S fIb 1419521 
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vjpo 65“6o6ij. 


other government agencies, and Visa Plvision, 
State Department, contain no additional per¬ 
tinent informationo 


- RUC - 


DETAILS; AT WASHIHGTQH. D.C 


Central records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service reflect that subject applied for a non-quota visa afe 
Stuttgart, Germany, January 3» 1935> under the name of HANS*^ETHE. 
An application thereof f\irnished the following InformatlonT 
Birth place - Strasbourg, Prance, (Germany), July 2, I 9060 Resi¬ 
dence - Guzenbach Strasse Number 27 Baden-Baden, Germany, Decem¬ 
ber, 193hj date of application. It indicates that he pre¬ 
viously resided in Rome, February to June, 1932; Munich, Germany, 
June to October, 1932; Tubingen, Geriaany, November, 1932, to 
April, 1933; Munich, May to August, 1933; Manchester, England, 
September, 1933, to 193h; and Bristol, England, October to Decem¬ 
ber, 1934" He indicates that his profession is that of a Pro- 
fessor> and that he desires to iitiaigrate to the United States to 
accept employment as a Physics, professor at'Cornell University 
to remain permanentlyo He lists his parents as ALBRECHT BETHE 
of Frankfurt, and ANNE BETHE of Baden-Baden, both Germany. The 
above application reflects a certification of sub ject' s. arrival 
at New York City, February 8 *, 1935, aboard the SoS. Albert BalJ^gUo 


b7C. 


Immigration and Naturalization Service records reflected 
additionally that the subject filed a Declaration of Intention 
at Ithaca, New York, November 6, 194Q» which time he listed 
his residence as ]Oii Nor t hwav Road. Ithaca, New York. Therein 


he Iden tifies hi si 
Germany, 


York, septet 

I l andL 




and whom 


who was b orn at Munich, 


married at New Roc 


"Ithaca, New Yorki 




fitnesses listed ther ein are 
both indicated, to be 


t 


New 




aT 


The above records reflect that the subject received 
Certificate of Naturalization Nxamber 5079504 at Ithaca, New York, 
March 1, 1941> and that he theniresided at I 04 Northway Road, 
Ithaca. 


The Immigration and Nat^iralizatiOn Service file pertinent 
to BETHE. reflects that the following re-entry permits, were .issued 
to him prior to his naturalization: 
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(1) c Number, 1014^.569 on January 15» 1935 j to permit 
a two-and-one-half“month visit to Germany, England, and 
possibly Switzerland to yisit relatives and ’’possibly 
some laboratories in Europe”. The permit.bears a certi¬ 
fication of return at New York City, September 2 I 4 ., l<^3'^o 

( 2 ) 0 Permit Number II 67068 issued July 16,. 1938, to ^ 

permit a two-and-one-half-month visit to relatives in \ 

Germany and Switzerland. Subject's residence was then 
listed as 212 Kelvin Place, Ithaca, New York. The permit 
bears a certification of return to the United States Septem¬ 
ber 29 , 1938 , through the port of New York. 

(3) • Permit Number II 663 IO issued July I 6 , 1937j be 
permit a two-month visit with relatives in Germany and 
Switzerland. The permit reflects his return through the 
Port of New York, September 26, 1937» 

(k) •> N^3raber 12155I}-! issued July 8, 1938> to permit 
a visit with parents and friends in England and Germany. 

Such permit reflects the subject's re-entry September 25^ 
1938 ^ ut New York City. 


Central records of the Immigratior 
Service reflect that the subject's] 
celved a quota immigrat ion visa at S tuttgaSH 


Ltion 


celved a quota immigrat ion visa at S tuttgart. Gei^mariv. April 2, 
1938 , under the name of,| j In app lication thereof ahc 

states that .she was born in Munich. Germany.I aad 

lists .heI’ residence m to 

date. She lists her parents as P^f’’^Wo'i‘’ppETER PAUMJEWALD,., indi- 
cated to be a physicist, and ELL^^WALD, ihdicat'£ng'’^at' she 
plans to enter the United States at\New York at which time she 
iifili be destined to^ 


I for permanent residence.The above record^ 
identifies her arrival at New.York City, April 30, 1938, aboard 
the S.S. Washington at which time she was in possession of a 
German oassport number 12011 issued at Stuttgart, Germany, Decem¬ 
ber 16, 1932. 


Iraralgration and Natur ali 
additionally that the subject's] 
Natural ization at I thaca. New YorE 
name oil lat which time s 


ion Service records reflect 
filed a Petition for 
ctober 3, 191^.1, imder the 
list ed her address as 

Witnesses thereon_ 


were xis 
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Iiranlgration and Naturalization Service records re¬ 
flect additionally that she was naturalized November 18, 19i|J-> 
at Ithaca, New York, receiving Certificate Number 5213^4-700 


Immigration and Naturalization Serv ice rec ords further 


reflect that prior to natirralizatlon subject'^ 
ap plication for ^a»^re-e ntrv permit May 23 
of 


made an 
under the name 


19397 

to permit a two-month visit to England for 
Visit witn ner parentso She indicated that during h er absence 


she would reside at,_ 

she listed her own address as[ 


1 Therein 


b6 

b7C, 


New York, and further; indicated that she -was a student« In 
answer to place of employment she listed Northampton, Massachuse^'.ih 
(Smith College)o Therein she notes that she had previously filed 
a Declaration of Intention January 26, 1937» at Greensboro, North 
Carolina. 


Re-entry permit numberl 


ject'E 

Septeidber b,' 1939, is certified^ 


bas issued to the sub- 


IMay 23, 1939» Thereon her return to the United States 


Records of the Passport Division, Department of State, 
reflect that Passport Nuraber l8o508 was issued to the subject in 
the name of HANS ALBRECHT BETHE March 30, . 1914-8. In application 
thereof subject indicated that he desired to leave the United 
States about April 2 and again on June 1, 19l4.8» for two trips of 
one month and six months d\xration. He indicated that on the first 
trip he Intended to visit in Belgiiam, and on the second trip to 
visit England, Switzerland, Prance, and possibly Germany on busi¬ 
ness and for the purpose of visiting relatives. 


The above file reflects additionally that Passport Ntim- 
ber 427613 was issued to the subject May 3, 1951, to pertnit him 
to make a three-month visit to England, France, Denmark, Germany, 
Switzerland, and Italy for business and pleasure. He indicated 
his plan to depart from New York City June 15, 1951, via Pan 
American Airlines. 

In connection with the above passport it is noted that 
records contain a letter of May 7, 1951, from the Office of Chief 
of Naval Operations advising that a letter of authorization had 
been issued to BETHE to permit him to enter all areas under Naval 
control. The letter further noted that BETHE at all times during 
his absence would operate -under direct Naval control, and requested 
that his passport also provide for permission to proceed to 
Denmark, Germany, and England. Subject letter noted that he was 
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a civilian technician supplied to the Navy xmder contract with 
Cornell University of direct interest to the Office of Naval 
Research, 

_of the Atoittic Energy 

Conunisslon^ advised that he had been acquainted with BETHE for 
several years and knew him as a prominent physicist who had been 
actively associated with the Atomic Energy,Program in the past 
and is currently a consultant to AEC,. 

_recalled that during March, 1950, BETHE had 

mailed | |an advance copy of an article concerning the hydrogen 

bomb, which article BETHE indicated was to be published in a 
forthcoming issue of "The Scientific American**, ! [ advised 

that he had been on vacation around this time and that the article 
did not come to his attention xmtil shortl y orior to the April 

publication date of the above periodical, _stated, upon 

reading the advance copy of the article, he noted that it contained 
material and opinions vihich had been previously published and ex¬ 
pressed, concerning United States interest in the hydrogen bombc. 

He stated that it appeared to him that the article contained n<^^^ 
Infox'mation which, could not have been written by other qualifie^^^ 
scientists not necessarily associated with the AEC Program, He 
stated, however, that'as he considered the article, he felt that 
in view of BETHE’s prominence with the AEC Program that the article 
rflip;ht thus reflect xmfair-ly on the purpose of the Commissi on, 

I I stated that, therefore, he recommended that the publication 

of the article in its advance form be iraraediately suppressed, 

Istated that thereafter he gave further attention 
to the article, making certain recommendations as to deletions and 
revisions whi,ch he felt would avoid any unfair reflection and in 
turn submitted such recommendations to BETHE, 

stated, that in light of BETHE ’s association 
\'fith the AEC ProgrW at that time that he, felt that BETHE 

used poor judgment in prop osing pub lication or tne article as it 
stood in the advance copy,| Stated, however, that he felt 

that BETHE was prompted completely by a sincerity of opinion, and 
that the instanots concerning this article as well as other association 
with BETHE had never caused him to have any doubt as to BETHE's 
loyalty. He cited as an example that he had recently recommended 
BETHE for an additional assignment of interest to the Los Alamos 
facllity of AEC. 
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It is noted that an article which appeared in the 
New York Times of February 1950, by-lined by WILLIAM L. 

LAURENCE, reported that on the previous day HANS A« BET^, 
together with twelve other physicists, had held a news conference 
in which theymrged the United States to make a declaration to 
never use the hydrogen bomb in warfai'*e unless used first against 
the United States. The article noted that the group was among 
attendants of the annual New York meeting of the American Physical 
Society at Coluiabia University. 

The article further quotes BETHE as stating "Until we 
have International control we cannot afford not to have the ... 
hydrogen bomb,” 

”It will be very difficult for the United States to ' 

disregard its own resolution to develop the bomb. On the otherb 2 

hand, it xirill be very difficult for Russia to use the H-bomb b7D 

in the face of oixr {the United States) declaration.” 

BETHE is further quoted therein as stating_..^”A^arge~4.-.. 
part of the peril lies in the uncontrolled use of the^K^^rbgen 
bomb, but the peril is much greater in the absence of a resolution 

not to use it except when forced to ,do so. . There can be only one 

justification for our development of the hydrogen bomb, and that 
is to prevent its use," 

In addition to BETHE, the above article identified the 
following physicists as in at^ndance in cohnectiorrwith the 
press conference:B.^EGRAM,, Colu^ia University; SAMUEL 
K.-^g^ XISON, University of Chicago; .B;RUN0.^^SSI, Massachusetts 
Institute'of Technology; KENNETH T..)reAINBRIDGE, Harvard;‘CJIARLES 
E.Ji^AURIST^N, Kellogg Rad-lad^, CallCbmia institute of Technology; 
YfcYt)R_P'',^^ISSKOPF, MIT; F, WHEELER^OOMISp University of Illinois 
ROBERT STRODE,/University of Galifornla; MILTON G/I^^JHITE, ..... 
Princeton University; FREDERIC^SEITZ, University of Illinois; 
and M. AVE,; Carnegie Institute of Washington, D.C. 


other government 
. _ , located; no 

additional pertinent information in connection with this matter. 


agencies. 


A check of the records of 
and the Visa Division, 



/ 
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SNCLOSURS TO BUREAU: 


c 


Two 0 00^.63 ■:,.■• plio to graph of HAxUS BETHE. 


ENCLOSURE TO ALBANY: 


• / 



Two copies of ohotoerajah of.^H A^^ BETHE> 


REFERRED UPON COPIPLETION TO THE OFFICE OP ORIOIN - 



7 











3 r, ^,-3 r P, g '^■ 7 . 
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J ff'!'’^ T‘.r^.f}ri r- 15 ,.,^ 
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ALL I 

HANS A. BE-THE' • ' 

Born: 7/2/06, Germany 
Height: $ feet, 11 in. 
Weight: 190 pounds. 
Eyes: Blue. 

Hair: Black. 

Build: Heavy 

Occupation; Physicist 
Citizen: Naturalized U.S 
Photo: Passport - 1951• 
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NlsMOfanduM • united states government 


TO J 
FROM s 

V 

SUBJBCt: 

rc) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-60393) 

SAG, LOS ANGELES (65-5423) 

HANS ALBRECHT^^HS 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATEyebruaiy 5, 1952 

ALL IHFOPIiATIOlJ COHTAIHED 

HEKEIN IS UHCLA33IFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/LTC/LP/DCG/RTn 


Re Albany letter to Bureau dated January 8, 1952. 

Inves tigation at University of California, Los Angeles, 
fails to reflecl T l ever employed at this 

universityj however, he did maintain an office at the Institute 
of Numerical Analysis, University of California at Los Angeles 
approximately two years ago. 

Records of the Dean of Faculty, C ^ifomla Institute 
of Techn olo ^, Pasadena. California, reflect T I 

|is q pt this institution on leave and presently 

kt Sentro Brasileiro de Pesquisas Fisicas, 

^_A-*! ^ -U * -1 T 


aauress uaixa, rbstal 46 , Rio de Janerio, where he will remain 
until the Fall term, 1952. Th e records of t he California 

Institute of Technology reflect f _J is expected to 

return at the University in the Fall of 195<* 

RUC UACB. 

AMSD 

WHS:JEM 

cc: Albany (100-12000) (AMSD) 
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Office AI(?fc i. . UNITED 





I 




Wm 

TO » . PIBECTOR,. FBI (65^60393) 

9’FROM 
SUBJECT 

■:■■/( 



SAC KNOXVILLE. (65-51*^) 

a 

ESPIONAGE - R 


ALL IHFOWIATIOri .CQHTAIMED • . 

HEREDI IS inJCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 603227'IJ0/LP,/DCC./PJiJ 


Rebuiet to Albany X/V^/SZV 


Inqu.iry has been made at ANP Project',, formerly NEPA 
Project, Oak.Ridge, Tennessee, and it has been determined that 
there is a .docximent, register at that installation reflecting 
dociiments which have been available to subject* , It has also 
been ascertained that there ^mk iaxx inventory made at one time 
by an official of the forme:!^-NEPA Project regarding the docu¬ 
ments in possession of the subject. This NEPA official is not 
presently available for interview but will return to Oak Ridge 
within the next week; at.which.time he will be contacted 
relative to .this inventory. 

Meantime, arrangements. Have been' made. to obtain a 
photostati'e copy of the document register, and a report 
reflecting the results of examinations of these records will 
be submitted in the near future. 

• TAS:id ; h ■ ■ . ' ' ' - ^ '. ■' 

cc: Albany (100-12000) _ > ; • 

cc; New, York (65-15836) 
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Office • UNI'PED ^OVERlSfMiNT 


■ 7° » 

6S^$^u t 


DIEECTOf?, FBI 
SAC, wo (65-606!^) 


DATE: Felaruary 14, 1^2 


ALL IHFOPJIATIOH COLLTAIIED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/RU 


SOBJEGT; 0M5S AIBREGBT'BETHE, 
ESPICm® - R* 


Re Baltimore let dated January 21, 1952^ 


Relet requested Washington Field Office to ch ^k Indices and the 
Credit Bureau for Id^tlfylng Information pertaining to I 


mdices of the WPO contain no information identlflahle with 
BIRUBAIM. / 

d.cUTLC^<.M' ^^ >r-‘ /<< 

Records of the Credit B ureau pon-fcain a ronnrt of September' IB, 19^0, 

identifying ^d hla|_[ as residents at the 

ahor e address since dune xo, xyobl Such infermBpinn 1nA1fta.tftB that hw vbp 
homi Tand fom erly resided at| 

I Such records statA tMt hS IS 'SI 1 

employed hy the Tfiilted States Ptiblio Health Service, Cancer Division, since 
September 1, 19^0. He is farther Identified as a graduate of the Unlversl^ 
of Cincinnati, College of Medicine, June, 19^0^ He stated that he vas in 
the military service from 19**2 to 19 ^ 6 * 


JRCrDDJ 

cc: Baltlnnre (65-197^) 
Albany (100-12000) 


recorded ■ 160 

INDEXED -160 











FEDERAL BUR® 
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FORM NO. 1 

THIS CASE ORieiNATED AT 


RB>ORT MADE AT 


ALBANY 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE I REPORT MADE BY 

MADE I ,1 


MOXYILLE, Tta. 2/l(j/^2 l/29; 2/1,4k/52^| 


TITLE 




HANS ALERE 

CHT^BETHE 


CHARACTER OF CASS 

/I 


ESPIOiTAG 


SYNQPSIS OF FACTS: 

^ rT ^ ^ 


¥if'' 




CTAILS; 


apecia] 


An Individual Document Record of Fairchild 
Examine and. Aircra.ft Co., -NEiPA Division, 

Oak Ridge, Tei'.in., for classlfie'd docuraents 
in posse.ssion of subject obtained, USAF 
.Security Survey Reports, documents, regis¬ 
ters, or inventories are presently in 
custody of Provost Marshal’s representa¬ 
tive, Dayton, Ohio. NEPA Security Survey 
Reports presently in custody of Fairchild 
Engine and Aircraft Coi’p,, Hagerstown, 

Kd,, Photo'static copies oi above Indivi¬ 
dual Document Record’ obtained. * - 

■ 

AT OAK RIDGE, TSFNSSS.fE; 

BAr X r: 


AT OAK RIDGE, 

The foil nm'np- 
. Agent 


lED BY 60322/UC/LP 
^'06 -hi OH. T 




LLosS^w^i^Scon du c t e d 
^and^ the writer: 

Bureau of Areonau- 
N.P. Project, ad- 


tics, Llason Office, S-pO Area; A,A.?. Project, ad¬ 
vised that the PSPil Project at Oak Ridge had been 
terminated as of June 30, 19>1» and^ the u, .S. Air 
P'orce contractor, Fairchild Engine, and Aircraft 
Corp., upon termination of the contract, had trans¬ 
ferred their records to their home office iri Hagers-r 
town, Piaryland, 


INDEXED.37 

























. 


i 


la 


65-519 


made available two photo¬ 


static CGoies of Dr4 HANS ALER 
ual Document Record, which was 
records used by the Fairchild Eng 
Go., NSPA Project, t-.r» an.r.-invTh. fn-p 
to their consultants, 
according to the above aocuraent 
had returned all documents that 
to him. It is noted that this record 
the first document was assig-ned to the 
September 23, 19i4.6, and the last of-his 
was returned to th e NEPA Project on 

urthor advised that 
the only record or 


CKT EETHE’s Individ- 
one of the document 
ine and Aircraft 
_daiiuiua|n t s issue d 
poted that 
record tne subject 
had been submitted 

ndicates that 
subject on 


documents 
October 1, 1951• 


the above 
inventory re‘- 

hT *‘T 


aocument recora rs 

tained at the present A.N.P. Project, formerly NEP^- 
Project, which would indicate what documents Dr. 
EETHE had in his possession at any given time* 


_|further advised that the 

U. S. Air Force representative who had been respon- 

SlbD^ _ fin _o__ 

was 


ana 


it was his understanding that 


upon leaving Oak Ridge.had placed his records in 
the Provo st Marshal's office at the Dayto n. Ohio, 

Air Base. r I recalled thct i ~l 

had conducted a survey or inventory of the subject's 
office at Utica, New York, during the continuation 
of the NEPA contract. ' 


b6 

b7C 


\C^ 


The following investigation was conducted 
by the writer: 


General Electric Co.. A.N.P. Project. I \ 

|for P’alrchild Engine and Air- 
craft Oorp., NEPA Project, advised tiv t he has no 
charge-out records, docum ent register s, or inven¬ 
tories in his possession. ! [ stated that 

at the conclusion of the NEPA contract he had for¬ 
warded all of his records to the home office of 
the Fairchild Engine and Aircraft Gorp. in Hagers¬ 
town, Maryland, 
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I_ I recallsd that approxiinataly ■ 

three jaeirs ago he had raade an internal survey of 
the subject's facility at Jtica, dev fork, and it 
xvas his i’ecollection that Dr. EixTuii had used a par¬ 
ticular room for the solo purpose of working on 
classifi ed material for the NEPA Project. Subse¬ 
quently,! furnished to Dr, BETHE a combi¬ 

nation three-do or cabinet in which Dr, BuTBE wa.s 
to keep his classi fied documen ts which related to 
the i>TE?A Project, I i furthor recallod that 

a document register was used by the subject prior 
to April, 1950, and that this register vr as a regis¬ 
ter for NEPA documents only, I I said that 

ho had not made a document inventory at the time 
of his internal survey, nor could he recall whether 
or not Dr. BETHS had made an inventory of the do 
cuments in his possession during the period covered 
by the NEPA contract. Ho said that it ^^rould-not 
have been necessary for the subject to mainta.in any. 
charge-out records, because it would have been neces¬ 
sary for the subject to clear with N.EPA Security 
before he could permit others to use the m.aterial 
or documents, 

ENCLOSr/RES; TO BuREAQ AND ALBANYj 

One photostat ic copy of the Individual 
Document Record secured from j 


- xREFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO YHE OPPYCE OP' ORIGIN - . 


i 
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ADMINISTRATIVS RAGE 


For the Informa.tion of the Cincinnati and 
Ealtimoro offices, the Bureau has rocelved information 
through DAVID GRESNGLASS, confessed Soviet agent, 
and through an informant of unknown reliability to 
the effect that early in 19il-9 or lato in I9I4-6 RQSSN- 
ESRG had secured the mathematics of the NSPA Project. 
As 3. result considerable investigation is being 
conducted to determine the possible source and the 
exact nature of the information. The Bureau hcs.s 
requested thatcheck be rfiada of the possibility 

that such data fl^y have be^^in__Pi-Tmp .r_ 

by either ALFRED]|^fhiNT or 

both of whom wera^ at?quaintea witn at >Jorneii 

Gniversity, and are suspected of being mcmb<^s of 
the ROSEi^'BERG espionage network. 

Investigation should ba given prompt atten¬ 
tion, and all reports should be submitted in a form 
suitable for dissemination. 


/ LEADS :• • ■ 

^THB CINCINNATI DIVISION 

AT DAITON, OHIO; 

’KVill make an appropriate check at the U. S. 
Air Force Provost Marshal's office, Dayton, to deter¬ 
mine B.ETHE's maintainonce of any charge-out records,, 
document registers, or his submittance of inventorlos. 
It should be noted th.?t t he I ^ 

exercised certain inspection 
responsibilities over thei NEPA Project. Photostatic 
copies of an3' available T.nventori3s of classifle.d 
NEPA documents in possession of BETfcS should be 
made and furnished to the Bureau. 




HE BALTIiMORS DIVISION 
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will make an appropriate check at the 
Fairchild Engine and Aircrai't Corp. to ascex’tain 
information as to BETHS’s msiintainance of. any charge- 
out records, document registers, or Inventories 
which had been forwarded to the HEPA office at Oak 
Ridgo. Photostatic copies of any available inven-^ 
toi’ios of classifiod documents in the possession 
of EETHE should be made scad furnished to the Bureau. 


1952. 


REPEREa CS 


Bureau lettei’ to Albany dated Jamaary l5, 
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This case originated at ALBilNY 
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REPORT MA.DE AT 


DATE mm 




PERIOD FC 
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mm 1 REPORT MkDE BY 



J mua r 
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CINCINNATI: 

. OHI^, 3-iy^2 ^ 

2-27-S 
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1 


_ LI _!_ 
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TITLE 
H4NS AI 


3HT BETHE 


i CHARACTER OF CASE 
! ESPIONAGE - R 


b7C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 








OV'' 


V 




AGJBjCI 
REQ. !=. 
RjEP'T . 
8 X_i 


f; 


Marshal ls Office, Wright- Patterson 


advised 


Air Proves 
Dayton, dliio’ 


]was Air Provost Ufarshal 


Represe ntative for NEPA i^o^iect, Oak Ridge, Tenn* 


_returned to Wright-Patterson AFB Febi |uarv. 19*?: 

but did not bring any NEPA records with himj 
presently a ssigned Sa vannah River Operations office. 




Augusta, Gaj 


advised his office had inspection 


report of facility of BETHE in which it was stated that 
an itemized list of restricted data documents charged 
out to BETHE had been balanced a gainst phy sical inventory 
and all documents were in order.1advised if 


document record o r invento ry of documents issued F 
were maintained bv l same would have been turned 


over to Southern Air Procurement District Office, Ft. 
Worth, Texas at time of termination of NEPA Project, as 
that office had jurisdiction over NEPA Preject, 




- RUC ^ 

AGi 
REQ. 


'/e e 


A^Jl 


REC'D^ 


jt: 




REP'I FORW. 
r y'J^ Co 


APPROVED MD SPECIAL AGS'!! 

FORWARDED; /3<<a«-i^GHARGE . 


/ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE S^C^ 


COPY IN FlLl 
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? COPIES OF THIS REPORT _ 

- Bureau (RM) ‘ ^952 

- Albany ( 100 - 12000 ) (Enel.) (RM) (Reb.-Mc’. Requested) 
2 - Dallas (RM) , 

Savannah (RM) 

New York (Inf©.) (65-1^836) (RM) -- 

- Cincinnati (6^-1839) . 


pi 

i 


A’ 


he 


.OF FBI.--This 

ire not to be distributed outside of agency 


to you by 
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DETAILS; 


Air 

Provost Mars hal's Office. Wrig ht-Patterson A-ir Fnrr -a Dqcsq. •na-^rt,, Ohnn. 


advised that 


[ 


had been the 


l-n the napamTi V nr T.rift Sftp.nri ty Officer for the NEFA Project at 


Jpeturned to Wright-Patterson Air Force 


Oak Ridge, Tennessee. _ 

Base, Dayton, Ohio in February, 1951# several months prior to the time 
the NEPA Project was teiTnina ted, but did not bring any of the NEPA re¬ 
cords with him, |_pas transferred from Wright-Patterson Air Force 

Base, Dayton, Ohio on November 9, 1951j to the Savannah River Operations 
Office, Augusta, Georgia, 


in his mind thal 


dvised that it was doubtful 


pould have maintained an individual Document 
^'^^Record in connection with the documents used by Doctor -HA MS^AT.BREGHT— 
a 3;"ECTHE in his work with the Fairchild Engine and Aircraft Company, NEPA 
Project, to account for documents to Mm. If such a docximent 

it would have been turned 
Office at Fort Worth, 


record or inventory was maintained bjil 
over to the Southern Air Procurement district 
Texas, as the NEPA Project was under the jurisdiction of that office* 


lb 6 
b7C 


b6 
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The only information on file at the Air 
Provost Marshal’s Office, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, 
in this connection, is a ^port of a security inspection survey of the 
facility of Doctor HANS A^ BETHE, located at Cornell University, Ithaca, 

Neiir York, bj_| dated January 17, ,1950, which was given the 

rating of "Satisfactory - Gocd". Section "D", "Storage of Classified 
Material", of this report states in part as follows; "The Prime Con¬ 
tractor furnished the Air Provost Marshal Representative an itemized 
list of Restricted Data documents charged out to the Consultant, This 
list was balanced against the physical inventory and all documents were 
found to be in order". 


I _pmished the interviewing 

Agent with a copy of the above mentioned security inspection survey 
report which is being furnished the Albany Office as an enclosure with 
this report. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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AEMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


For the information of the Dallas and 
Savannah Offices, the Bureau has received information through DAVID 
GREENGLASS, confessed Soviet agent, and through an informant of un- 
knoim reliability to the effect that in 19^9 or late in 19U8 
ROSENBERG had secured the mathematics of the NEPA Project, As a 
result considerable investigation is being conducted to determine 
the possible source and the exact nature of the information. The 
Bureau has requested that a check be made of the possibility that 
such data mav ha^^p bepn siecured through BETHE by either iiLFRED SARANT 

or I__both of whom were acquainted with BETHE at, 

Cornell University, and are suspected of being members of the 
ROSENBERG espionage network. 


Investigation should be given prompt 
attention, and all reports should be submitted in a form suitable for 
dissemination* 


LEADS; 

THE DALLAS DIVISION 



AT FORT WORTH, TEXfiS 




b6 

b7C 


Will make an appropriate check at the Southern Air Procurement 
District Office, Fort Worth, Texas, to determine BETHE*s maintainence 
of any charge-out records, document regiatfi-r. nr hiR Ruhmittancft of 

inventories. It should be noted t hat I _[is the 

In the capacity of the Security 

Officer for the NEPA Project at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, exercised 
certain inspection responsibilities over the NEPA Project and that 
it has been renadLed-J^at if any records in this respect were 

maintained bjj_[the same would have been turned over to the 

Southern Air Procurement District Office, as the NEPA Project was 
under the jurisdiction of that office. Photostatic copies of any 
available inventories of classified NEPA documents in possession 
of BETHE should be made and furnished to the Bureau, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


THE SAVANNAH DIVISION 


AT AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 


Will interview 


at the Savannah River Operations 


Office, Augxista, Georgia, to determine BETHE’s maintainence of arQr 
charge-out records, docviment registers—or his submittance ^f 

inventories, V/ill deteimine from_jlf such records were ever 

in his possession and what disposition of such records were made 
by him at the time of the termination of his assignment with the 
NEPA Project, Will thereafter set out a lead similar to the 
above lead set out for Dallas if such records were turned over to 
an agency other than the Southern Procurement District Office, 


REFERENCE: 


Report of Si 


dated at 


Knoxville, on 2-18-52 
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Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
April 3 , 1952 



BSCRET - AIR COURIER 


Director, FBI 


AT.i,m 


rSlNED 

LEDEXCEFT 


S $!TO?(N OT 
Dear 


■jy^WISE. 


ReBulet March. 


1952. He is reslc 
Janeiro, Brazil. 


Re: I-mNS ALBRECHT hETHE; 

smuA’frmoimrrf^ ESPIONAGE - R ^ 

(Buflle 4^0393) , 

ReBulet March 5 , 1952 . Iryii^-^Uf^U^Ablc’nt 

I--1 

was-^rlit^viewed on April! 2 , 

1952. He is resiaing t;eiTipora.riiy at the Hotel Miramar, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. At the end of May, 1952 his contract \Yith j^g 
the Centro Brasllelro de Pesqulsas Plslcas expires and he willb 7 c 
return to the United States. He plans to get married, honey¬ 
moon in Mexico, and then return to the States in time to start 
the school year, 195 ^r 33 > sh California Technological Institute, 
Pasadena, California ^ (U) 

During the interviev/. Dr. FEYNMAN advised that he is 
a friend of long standing of the subject. He has great respect 
for his ability, personality, charac^r and patriotism. He 
still corresponds with the subjectftj^ 

^_knev; ALFRED^ARA^ TO and _ at 

Cornell. H b-ad been a student of| |knew ^ 

SARANT at his home as \Yell, having visitea him on several 
occasion s, particu larly when a girl folk-singer was also to be 


^t.hlc'na^M<C^ 


occasions 
a guest. 


said he has already given the name of this 


singer to other Bureau agents in p^^vious Interviews. At this 
time he could not recall her name ./aX (U) 

_ said that BETHE did his secret v/ork (by Y/hlch 

he meant special projects which he did on a consulting basis 
for the government ) in a Y/ay that was common to men such as 
BETHE and] |and other scientists v/ho had for some time 

worked on such things as the atom bomb. That is, he v;ould loela 


m z 


’ P 


- 










h-lmself Into his room, take his secret work out of the safe, 
work on it, replace it, and then only, reopen his office to 

ni-.ViAr»c!._^Had any unauthorized person asked him about his work 

_feel^ ^rtain that BETHE would have advised the proper 

authorities 

_I believed t ha t only BET HE knew the combination 

to his safe . and perha ps his He does not recall the 

name of the) | v/ho was -Dnere ?;nen SARANT was there but 

recalls her as a person who was not very intelligent. He does 
not think, however, that she would have knowingly given infor¬ 
mation to anyone, and is not sure that she did have access to 
the subject's safes, but felt that she probably did. He assumes 
that she took some dictation that was secret~^^^ 

If SARANT or I_| were to have had access to the 

safe or safes of BETHE it would have to have been "criminally,” 
that 1q ■ without the subject's knowledge, was the opinion of 

_I They did not have access to the safes otherwise and 

BETHE would not. have given the m access. S ocially B ETHE did not 
have much to do v/ith SAR^T jar I I As| |put it, "they 

were younger than BETHE. 


PU'C lU, 


] made it clear that he did not suspect any 

persons afe being able to have access to secret materials (ancbe 
these would have been in the possession of BETHE because he vp7c 
the only one at that Cornell Laboratory still doing consulting 
work) and it was quite clear that he had great respect and 
admiration for BETHE and v/ould not suspect him of giving infor¬ 
mation of that sort. He voluntarily admitted that his lack of 
suspicion meant littl^, because, a,s he pointed ouFJ! he associated! 
with EMIL JULIUS KLAU^PUCHS^^b^tih..pr.ofessionally "aiad socially 
.f^r a long time at-Lo.s-\\lamos, and never noticed anything, and 
can recall nothing suspicious in retrospect. 


and Indicated he cou 
in the future. A^n 
September of 1952/^ 


I'/as very cooperati ve during the interview, 
a be called upon for i I of any sort 
ted above, he v/ill be at Gal Tech about 


No further action is being taken at this office 


(SEE ADDENDUM) 


MC:jar 
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ADDENDUM: 


On April 4, 1952,|_^conta 

office to give the name of BETHE's [ 
which he had recalled. Her name is 


MG 







'^ANDARO form no. 64 


IMS 


Office • united st 


vjOVERNMENT 


^^ROM 


SUBJECT: 


^ fliV'LL'iui 

dataon 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-60392) 

SAG, BALTIMORE (65-1974) 

HANS ALBRECHi!^BETHE 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Re WFO letter dated 2/14/52. 

<j:t Is note^d that thi s letter 
I land hlsF 


DATE: 3/10/52 


•ALL IHFOWIATIOri COHTAIHED 

HEREITI IS inJCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 6032.2/UC/LP/DCG/R¥ 


itifying 
who reside 


I _|was a telephone contac t of the 

qnhipct . gq r eflected on page 47 of the report of SA 

Lted 12 / 12/51 at Albany. ^- 

It has previously been reported that the office indices 
at Baltimo re and WFO f ailed to reflect any previous data 
concerning_ 

In view of the information developed and reported by 
the Washington Field Off ice in let ter of reference, no further 
investigation concerning ! I will be conducted by the 

Baltimore Office unless same is requested by the office of origin. 

The Baltimore Office will maintain this file in the 
pending status to c over the lead at H agerstown. Maryland set 
out in report of SAhated 2/18/52 at Knoxville. 

FXJ:je 

cc: Albany (100-12000) 
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^ SECURITY INF 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF 


INFORMATION - CQl 


FORM NO. t 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 

BALTIMORE 


DE FIETJ “BT^eti :f2 2 /UC / L P /D C G/PJiJ 

ON 09-29-2006 ' 


ALBANY 


DATE WHEN I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE BY 

made , ^ , I 


3/27/53 3/17,18/52 


i, vcm 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Officials of Fairchild Aircraft 
Division, Hagerstown, Maryland, 
advised that inventory of cl.assifie 
^documents which were in possession 
of subject, NEPA ConsuLtant, are 


presentlv maintained c/of 


H' 1 o r* Tm r» i ! to -k j o t- ^ v-» r 

General 

vT T5 1 ^ -vn •? ^ 








\ 

DETAILS; 


Tennessee, 


AT HAGERSTOWN. 


- RUG - 


REQ. REn’D // - A" \C 3 
MARYLAND REP'I 


\ respectively, ol’ 

rfciii-exiiiu Aircrait uivision, iiagerstown, Maryland, in a joint 
interview advised that the inventory classified documents v;hich 
were in the possession of Dr. HANS AT.RREC HT RkTWt:. Oon 
are presently maintained in the office nf l I 

an NEPA security representative, Gen ft ra 1 tn a <-*. i-.r> -i r. n-n -nn t. a f. -i r^-r^ _ 

A.N.P. Project. Oakridge, Tennessee. 

I for Fairchi ld Engine and Aircraft Corporation, N.E.P.A. 
Project, stated tha t] [ above, was formerly connected 

with the i-iairchild Gompajiy, nepa Project, as security representa¬ 
tive. ^ . .. 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


k/ 


COPIES OF THUS REPORT 

f5j“ Bureau ( 6 ) 

2 - Albany (100-12000) 

2 - Knoxville (65-519) 

1 - New York( Info. ) ( 

2 - Baltimore (65-1974) — 



PROPERTY of; 




report and its contents are loaneS^fo you by the FBI and are not to be 


U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


16 - 60637-1 











i 4 


BA 65-1974 

A review of Dr. BETHE's personal file failed to 
reflect any inventory or classified documents which had been 
in his possession during the- time he was retained as an NEPA 
Consultant.. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 



-2- 












BA 65-197t|. 





ADMINISTHATIVi!! PAGB 


L^DS 

The Knoxville Division 


AT OAKRIDGA', Th'jMBSSHEI 


1 -^-¥ill recontacti 


,_ 1 nonp.T>gi1 _Wl 

;riG Co., A.N.P, 

i 

for Fhirchild Engine and Aircraft 


Corp,, NEPA Project to ascertain information as to BjjTHE’S 
maintenance of any inventory classified documents that are 
in the possession of the.NhPA Office at Oakridge, Tenn, 


Photostatic copies of any available Inventories 
or classified documents in the possession of BiITIlE should 
be made and furnished to the Bureau. 




Report of SA 
Knoxville, Term, 


ated '2/18/52 at ' 


Baltimore letter to Director dated 3/10/52. 






b6 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

* * '"X 

Office I^emoYandufu • united states government 


^ 40 M : 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 3/27/52 

SAC, BALTIMORE (65-1974) / all iHFOFaiATion coHTAiin 

TT.»T« «T ..,-..L.. .. r,0, ...nw,,. —HEREDI.IS U 1 JCLA 33 IFIED 

HANS ALBRECHx^ETHE pate 09-29-2006 by 6032: 

ESPIONAGE - R ' 


ALL IHFOFaiATION COHTAIirED 

HEREDI.IS U1JCLA33IFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/UC/LP/DCG/Rliir 


Re rep SJ 
enclosed heneidJili. 
re interview^_ 


dated 3/27/52, at Baltimore, 

n 1 ^ 0 /^ Trvs.<^^«^■^r^ n a to 

_ General 


Electric Corporation, A.N.P« Project 


A prev: 
the report of SA 



th^_^is set out in 

Knoxville, 2/18/52• 


It is noted, however, tha 
mentioned in re rep, fltaf-.ftd that, nn 

telephonic contact with ■- 

The latter had advised himj_ 

of documents which had baen in tha ■ 
is presently located in | 

WGO:mhp 

Enel • 

cc Albany (100-12000) (End .Rep SaP 
Knoxville (65-519)(Enel,Rep SaIp 
N ew York (65-15836) (End.Rep SAI 



- on 

hiirij 

that the 


>een in 


office * 


3/27/52) 





" C>- 














ALL IWFOWIATIOM COMTMIIED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-29-2006 BY 60322/TJC/LP/DCCt/R¥ 


STMUAMb form no. Q4 


FOIPA# 1035342 


Office Men. . 


TO ; 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI ( 

SAC, Knoxville (65-^ 

o 

HANS ALBRECT BETHE 
ESPIONAGE - R 

RE: Baltimore tn’ 

Report SA 
Report SA 


UNITEF 



S GOVERNMENT 

DATE: April 21, 


BiLieetor 3 - 27 - 52 . 

L 3- 27-^^2^ Baltimore. 

2 - 18 - 52 . 


I 


General Electric 

Corporation, A.iM.r. rrojecc, upon re-interyiew, reiterated that other 
than the NEPA Ind ividual Doc\ament Record previously furnished hy 

his office file contains only correspondence from 


BETHE*s office requesting the return of certain documents which are 


reflected upon the ab^^§ |JEfA Individual Document Rgcord. __ —rr- 

fxarther stated that t£^;i^|Jcord is the only record or inventory 
retained at the pres^^l^^.P. Project, formerly the NEpa Project, 


which would indicate M^ji^^cuments BETHE had in his possession 
any given time. ' 


b7C 


Since no additional information was obtained other than 
that set out in referenced Knoxville report, no additional report 
will be submitted UCAB. RUC. 


recorded-^ 



RBBtOTHl. wM.iii\uLu ' r 9 

cc - Albany (100-12000) APR 221952 

New York (65-15836) (Info.)?^\^ 47 


19 AP,R 











